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PESHAWSVAR, Jan 18: All the raw 
matenals of Afghanistan, inciud- 
ing minerals, natural gas, cotton 
and leather, wiil\in future, be ex- 
ported to Russia and Europe's 
Communist countries, according ro 
a new trade protocol signed bDet- 
ween Sfoscow and Kabul, says 3 
Press release of the Islamic Al- 
liance of Afghan Mujahideen, 1s- 
sued here on Mondav. 


MOSCOW REGULATES IMPORTS, 


According to the Press release,.- 


Karmal regimes Commerce Minis- 
ter, Muhammad Khan Jalaier had 
zone to Moscow on Jan 13 to sign 
this trade protocol. 

As Afghanistan has been os 
tracised in foreign trade just as in 
al) the other sectors ot business and 
industry by the international com. 
munity, it has to rely solely on Rus- 
sia and its satellites and, therefore, 
the regime is encouraging national 
businessmen and industrialists to 
now invest un the foreign trade sec- 


4 





XPORTS 


tor as much as ressible. 

Things have been made nore dif. 
ficult for the Karmai regime in the 
sphere of trade, because al! the ma- 
jor highwavs have been cut off bv 
the Mujahideen onwards from Dec 
27 in commemoration of the chird 
anniversary of the Russian inva- 
sion of Afghanistan. Any trade. ii at 
ali is going on is by air through Rus- 
sian military transport planes. 

As winter has struck hard, this 
vear, and kerosene and diesel have 
to be imported from Russia, air 
transportation of these essential 
commodities cannot lift enovgh to 
meet the requirements of cooking 
and heating. 

Distribution of essential goods is 
therefore, going on in Kabul by 
coupon system and in the torm of 
rations. Stull, Kabul ciey is suffering 
from acute snortage of kerosene, 


diese!, tire-wood and charcoal. 
adds the [slamic Alliance Press 
release 























ACKS REPORTED FOR BABRAK’ 


PESHAWAK, Pakistan. Jan 
11 (Dispatches) — The Afghan 
army never has more than 4 
week's supply of food at its dis- 

and wounded Afghan sol- 
diers die from loss of blood on the 
battlefield as Soviet injured are 
evacuated first, a senor Afghan- 
military officer who defected 4 
week ago said here. 

Brigadier-General Mohammad 
Nawaz 40, a supply officer, said 
military hospitals in Kabul were so 
short of drugs that Afghan sol- 
diers had to ask their families to 
procure medicines on the biack 
market. 

He said the Afghan army hit by 
massive desertions and now 
numbering only 20,000 men was 
suffering enormous logistical 
problems because of the absolute 
pnonty given by Soviet military 
advisors to Red Army troops 
deployed in the country 

Afghan umits in distant posts 
“lack food, clothing, medicine 
and sometimes even fuel for ther 
vehicles Nawaz said that he had 
received numerous messages from 
Afghan coramanders desperate 
for fuel for their armored vehicles 
to counterattack Mujahideen 
forces. 

On several occasions, he said 
Moscow had sent supplies of 
uniforms that were so old the 
Afghan government preferred to 
sell them than distribute them to 
its troops. 

General Nawaz said said he 
deffected when he feared Sonet 
advisors began to suspect him of 
supplying imformation [to resis- 
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tance 

His account tended to confirm 
reports from other dissident 
Aighan officers here that Soviet 
and Aighan troops stationed far 
away from major military bases 
are often short of motor fuel 

Within the army, he contnued. 
rivalry berween the Parcham and 
Khalq factions of the Afghan 
Communist Party someumes spills 
over into bloody fighting. 

Kabul Si) Without Power Supply 

Kabul, gripped by a severe 
winter, was stil] without full power 
supply Monday. two weeks after 
guernilas destroyed a transmis 
sion line carrying electncity to the 
Afghan capital, rebel sources said 
Monday. 

The Afghan guernila sources 
told reporters in Peshawar, capital 
of Pakistan's northwest frontier 
Province bordering Afghanistan, 
that low power was restored for 10 
to 15 minutes Saturday in some 
sectors of the city. 

They said, however, it would 
take a very long ume to restore 


' full power in Kabul because the 


guerrillas destroyed the wansmus- 
sion pylons at two sections outside 
the city — Sarobi and Naglu. 

The guerrillas blew up the 
pylons on Dec. 27, the third 
anniversary of the Sovet military 
intervention in Afghanistan. 

The sources also said Kabul was 
stl] under very tight security. 
imposed following the power dis- 
ruption, and hundreds of Sovet 
and Afghan government soldiers 
were searching for arms and guer- 
millas in the capital. 
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A Mujahideen who reached 
Peshawar Monday claimed he was 
searched at least 30 to 40 times 
when he traveled from the Pamir 
and Chaman sectors of the city, 4 
stretch of nearly a mile (1.5 km). 

The insurgent said Afghanis 
living in the capita] were having a 
hard time coping with a severe 
winter as a result of coal and wood 


Meanwhile, Western diplomats 
in Islamabad said rebels attacked 
another airfield at Baghram. 
north of Kabul, about the same 
time. They said Soviet soldiers 
from the Muslim Republic o! 
Uzbekistan guided the guerrillas 
through minefields around the air- 
field perimeter. 

Soviet and Afghan troops took 
tight security precautions in Kabul 
during the last week of December 
to prevent possible guerrilla 
attacks on the third anniversary of 
Soviet military intervention on 
December 27. 

The diplomats in Pakistan, who 
obtain information from their mis- 
sions in Kabul, reported almost 
daily bombings in the Afghan cap- 
ital during December. 
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Efforts were on to forge the 


unity of the like-minded poli- 
tical parties in the couatry. 

Two sets of political parties 
with distinctive ‘left’ 
inclinations were working for the 
broad unity among themselves. 

The major grouping is that 
of the Awami League (Hasina), 
Jatiya Samajtantarik Dal, Work- 


ers Party, Sramik Krisbak Samaj 


badi Dal, Communist Party of 
Bangladesh, National 
Party (Harun) NAP (Muzaffar) 
and Ekata Party. - 

The other set comprises 
Bangladesher Samajtaotrik Dal, 
Mazd ur Party and the Commu- 
nist League. 

These parties have already 
held few meetings aimed at evol- 
viog 3 common mioimum pro- 
gramme as well as the sirategy 


for the vaoited actions. 


The rebel group of 
Bangladesh Notionalist 


the 
Party 


English 30 Dec 82 p 


Newaz } 


political . 


Awami — 
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TO UNITE POLITICAL GROUPS 


was keuping intouch with the 
eight party negotiating team for 
probabie unity ia future Hafizji 
Huzur of Khelafat Andolon was 
also very much in the scene. 

Meanwhile three of the 
eight party proposed alliance 
JSD, SKSD and Workers Party 
which had initiated the process 
of the anity among themselves 
were holding separate meetings 
wita NAP (Harua) NAP (Muza- 
ffar) aud Ekota Party following 
disagreement over broadening 
the unity with other like-minded 
political parties. 

The process for unity of the 
like-minded political parties 
has been greatly accelerated 
following government anooun- 
cement of holding elections in 
the country. 

The leaders of these political 
parties believe that the etections 
should be held on the basis of 
1972 constitution of the couatry. 
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SOVIET FRIENDSHIP OFFICIAL DRAWS CRITICISM 


Government Announcement 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 30 Dec 82 p l 


‘Text] The attention of the Government has been drawn to a news item pub- 
lished in a section of the Press on December 27, 1982 alleging that derogatory 
remarks were made at a function at Dhaka hurting the religious sentiments of 
the people, an official announcement said in Dhaka on Wednesday night, reports 


BSS. 


The announcement added: "The Government is enquiring into this and appropriate 
steps will be taken in this regard. The Government hopes that in view of this 
decision nothing should be done to disturb the present peaceful situation." 


Qasim Hassan Denial 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 30 Dec 82 pp l, 8 


[Text] Mr Qamrul Hassan denied in Dhaka on Wednesday a report published in a 
section of the local Press on Monday quoting him as saying, "if Makkah Sharif 
is followed why one can not follow Moscow" and called it a distortion and mis- 


leading, reports BSS. 


Strongly denying the report Mr Hassan in a statement said it was a "total lie 
and travesty of truth" and added the question for him as a son of Muslim to 
make such a comparison did not arise. "I did not make any such statement 


comparing Makkah with Moscow." 


Mr Hassan said "as a son of a Muslim I am fully aware of the religious senti- 
ments associated with Makkah Sharif. Therefore, the question of making any 
statement against holy Makkah city and Kalema does not arise." 


On the other hand, Mr Hassan said he had spoken in defence of the religious 
sanctity and had criticized those self-seeking politicians trying to tarnish 


the image of the religion. 


in such a contest, he felt the "distortion" of his statement was a "mean 
attempt to tarnish my image before the members of the public. He alleged 








that it was an attempt to mislead the people and called it "a dishonest 


journalism." 


Mr Hassan also alleged that taking the "untrue report" of his speech on 
December 28 as a plea some political parties and "self-seeking" leaders 
were making counter statements to achieve their "calculated objectives." 

Mr Qamrul Hassan strongly denied the allegation against him in the report of 
a vernacular daily quoting him as having expressed disdain against Almighty 
Allah Rabbul Alamin and His Sirat and said that his terming of the War of 
Liberation as the Indo-Russian contribution was a downright falsehood and 
distorted one "I strongly protest and condemn the report," he said. 


Mr Hassan declared in unequivocal term that it was his birthright to have 
abiding confidence in the religious faith of the people of the country. 


Condemnation of Remarks 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 30 Dec 82 ppl, 8 


[Text] A number of social, political, cultural, religious, peasants, students 
and youth organisations in separate statements on Wednesday condemned the re- 
marks as atrocious and provocative made by Mr Qamrul Hassan, a painter, and a 
Vice-President of Bangladesh-Soviet Friendship Society at a function organized 
by the Soviet Embassy at the Soviet Cultural Centre in Dhaka on Sunday. 


Bangladesh Sirat Mission at the Siratunnabi conference at WAPDA auditorium on 
Monday in a resolution condemned the derogatory remarks of Mr Qamrul Hassan 
made against Islam, Holly Makkah, Holy Quran ana life after death and demanded 


exemplary punishment of the painter. 


The conference drew the attention of the Chief Martial Law Administrator in 
this connection and requested him to take necessary action against the organ- 
isers of the function where Mr Qamrul Hassan spoke. The Chief Martial Law 
Administrator inaugurated the conference. 


“Mr Azad Sultan, a member of the Secretariat of Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi Krishak 
Dal, peasants' wing of Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) in a statement on 
Wednesday said that only those people who think about Afhgan style revolution 
in Bangladesh during rains in Moscow, those who consider Moscow greater than 
Makkah even in their dreams and those who want to turn Bangladesh into another 
Kampuchea as stooges of their masters only they could compare Moscow with the 


holy city of Makkah. 


Advocate Ali Amzad Khan, Prof Sirajul Huq, Dr Abu Solaiman Mondol, Mr K.M. 
Siddiquliah, Advocate Md. Hazrai Ali Sikder, Mr Md. Shah Jahan, Mr Abul Ka- 
chem Khan and Mr Wahiduzzaman of Progotisheel Ganotantrik Shakti, in a joint 
statement, said that the utterances of Mr Qamrul Hassan was not an isolated 
incident. His remarks were manifestations of the dreams of those who had 

been conspiring against our independence and sovereignty with the help of their 


Indo-Soviet mentors. 

















Md. Abdul Matin and Advocate 
said that a section of lackeys of 
ing to subvert our inde- 


Mr Fazlur Rahman Khan, Mr Zafarullah, Prof. 

Mohammad Shahidullah, of Crescent Society, 

[(ndo-Soviet axis, rejected by the people, had been try 

pendence and sovereignty since the birth of Bangladesh. 

ngladesh Moslim League (Sabur) brought out a procession in the city on Wed- 
r Qamrul Hassan. The procession began at _ 

he Press Club and dispersed after returning 


Ha 


nesday to protest the remarks of M 
Baritul Mukarram Mosque, went to t 
to Baitul Mukarram. 


Mr Shafiul Alam Prodhan, Convener; Mr Anisur Rahman and Dr A.K.A. Aziz; 
Joint Conveners of Jatiya Gonotantrik Party, in a joint statement said that 
the atrocious remarks of painter Qamrul Hassan were beyond criticism. "Only 
‘ungle law is applicable for such animals under the garb of artists" they 


said. 

Condemning the remarks of Mr Qamrul Hassan that the independence of Bangladesh 
was a gift of the Soviet Union and India, the Jagpa leaders said these indi- 
cated that the Soviet socialist imperialism was going to open a new front in 
,angladesh as a part of their international plan. 

Mr Md. Anisuzzaman Khokon, a former MP and Assistant Secretary General of 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) said that Mr Qamrul Hassan had made the 
derogatory remarks against Islam and Bangladesh at a time when the nation 


was celebrating the holy Miladunnabi and the Government expressed its deter- 
lace in the country's constitution. 


mination to give Islam a rightful p 
and Maulana Abdul Jabbar Badarpuri Convener 


of Bangladesh All-Party Islami Action Commit- 
red make such atrocious 


for the objectionable 


Al-Hai Captain (Retd) K.M.A. Rab 
and Joint Convener respectively 
tee, said that Mr Qamrul Hassan would not have da 
remarks had Daud Haider and others were punished 


act ivit ies. 


punishment of Mr Qamrul Hassan, they warned that the people of 
shment if the Government failed to do it. 


Demanding 


Bangladesh would give puni 


RBashirul Hasan and Mr Shawkat Hossain, President and Secretary 
ly of Bangladesh Islami Chhatra Shakti, demanded cancella- 
d his expulsion from the country. 


Mr Mustafa 
General respective 
ion of citizenship of Qamrul Hassan an 


+ 


t 


said that as a Muslim 
g derogatory remarks 
He demanded that 


Maulana A.K.M. Yusuf, Deputy Amir of Jamaat-e-Islami, 
Mr Qamrul Hassan had committed punishable offence by makin 
t the Holy Quran, Kalema, heaven and Muslim Ulema. 


agains 
should withdraw his remarks and apologise for the same. 


Mr Hassan 


slamic activities under the shelter of a 


Maulana Yusuf said that the anti-I 
mission was nothing but a conspiracy against the Muslims. He urged 


take necessary steps against such activities. 


foreign 
the Government to 











Maulana Yusuf called upon the Government to request the Soviet Embassy to use 
their own men in spreading their ideals. Any attempt to create local agents 
would be resisted by the people, he said. 


Bangladesh Chhatra League (Prodhan) held a protest meeting at Madhu's Canteen 
in this connection. A procession was brought out after the meeting which 
paraded the Dhaka University Campus. 


Statements condemning the remarks of Mr Qamrul Hassan were also issued by Bangla- 
desh Islami Chhatra Shibir, Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal, Bangladesh 
Jatiyatabadi Samajik Sangskritik Sangstha, Bangladesh Jamiat-e-Talaha-e-Arabla. 
Ittehadul Ummah and Jammiatul Mudarresm. 


CSO: 4600/1587 

















BANGLADESH 


ERSHAD GREETS ARAFAT ON PALESTINIAN NATIONAL DAY 
Nhaka the BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 1 Jan 83 pp 1, 3 


[Text] The Chief Martial Law Administrator Lt. Gen. H.M. Ershad on Friday 
sent a message of greetings and felicitations to Mr Yasser Arafat Chairman of 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation on the occasion of the National Day of 


Palestine reports BSS. 


The CMLA in his message said: "On behalf of the government of the People's 
Republic of Bangladesh and on my own behalf I extend to Your Excellency warm- 
est greetings and felicitations on the occasion of the National Day of Pales- 
tine. I wish to reiterate on this auspicious occasion our total support for 
and solidarity with our Palestinian brethren in their just struggle for the 
realisation of full national rights under your dynamic and dedicated leader- 
ship. I take this opportunity to reassure you that the 90 million people of 
Bangladesh will always stand by our Palestinian brethren." 


"Please accept, Excellency our sincere good wishes for your health, happiness 
and long life and the continued progress and well being of our Palestinian 


brethren.” 


President Ahsanuddin Chowdhury has felicitated Mr Yasser Arafat, Chairman of 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation on the occasion of the National Day of 


Palestine. 


[In a message to Mr Arafat President Ahsanuddin said 'On the auspicious occa- 
sion of the National Day of Palestine I extend to Your Excellency our warmest 
sreetings and felicitations. We take this opportunity to reaffirm our total 

support for the just cause of our Palestinian brethren and earnestly pray for 


vour early success." 


"\ccept Excellency my warm fraternal greetings and sincere good wishes for 
vour health happiness and long life and for the continued progress and well- 


being of our Palestinian brethren." 


CSO: 4600/1592 








BANGLADESH 


FINANCE MINISTER'S SPEECH ON BANGLADESH PROBLEMS 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 31 Dec 82, 1 Jan 83 


[Excerpts from the Jabbar Memorial Lecture, 1982 given by Mr A.M.A. Muhith, 
minister for finance and planning, at the 27th Annual Convention of the 
Institute of Engineers: "Energy, Food and Population--the Problem of Survival" ] 


{31 Dec 82 p 5] 
[Text] Instalment--I 


Man is different from all other animals because he not only wants to survive 
but also tries to think, to enjoy, and to prosper. In one word he tries to 
make life better. For survival all living beings need energy and this they 
get from the sun. Through the medium of food we get the basic energy supply. 
Biological need of energy is only about 100 watts per capita or 2064 kilo 
calories. But if we want to work and produce more goods and services we 

need more energy. For weaving cloth, developing instruments for hunting, 
making ornaments for our ladies, building huts or cottages to live comfortably 
or for such other basic needs of good life we need energy. From the beginning 
of human existence, therefore, conquest of larger and larger fraction of avail- 
able energy in the world has kept the human specie deeply preoccupied. The 
advance of our civilisation has meant increasing consumption of energy re- 
sources by homosapiens. When our forefathers learnt to light a fire they 

made the first use of energy outside of their body. Fuelwood even today is an 
important source of energy, about 4 percent of world's energy consumption is 
supplied from this source. The more industrialised or ‘developed’ a country 
is, the greater is its consumption of energy. Of course, energy saving tech- 
nology has made this premise somewhat untrue. As against US consumption of 
14000 kg of coal per capita, in Bangladesh it is about 160 kg out of which 


only 26 per cent is commercial energy. 


Energy consumption grew with advance in industrialisation. Energy is the 
capacity for work; so with increase in this capacity energy needs increase. 
Discovery of steam engine and then extensive exploitation of fossil fuels 
dramatically increased energy consumption. It is true that cheap energy 
fuelled economic growth in the post-war period in so phenomenal a manner. In 
1950 global consumption of energy was 76,823 trillion BTU's and in 1968 it 
went up to 1,89,737 trillion BTU's. But in the previous fifty years it went 














up trom 44,000 trillion BTU's by about 75 per cent only. Haffner quantifies 
that a modern man with utmost economy needs about 30,000 kilo calories of 
energy a day; about 6,000 going for food and housing each, 4,000 for transpor- 
tation and 2,000 for clothing and the rest for recreation. This enjoins a 
straight ten times increase in Bangladesh per capita consumption, or a forty 
times increase in our commercial energy consumption. This is a very tall 
order. Today we spend about 70% of our export earnings on importing petroleum 
that supplies about 18 per cent of our energy requirement. Our own natural 
gas supplies only about 5 per cent of our consumption needs. It is true that 
natural gas consumption can be substantially increased but its exploitation 
calls for lumpy investment in well development, pipeline construction and 


distribution system. 


Cheap availability of petroleum crude had lulled the world into a kind of 
complacence about energy supply when suddenly the oil shock of 1973-74 awak- 
ened us all to the imperative of substitution of fossil fuel by other sources 
of energy. It was realised that there indeed are limits to growth. Inter- 
estingly enough the Club of Rome published its first report "The Limits to 
crowth" in 1972 and that was the same year that witnessed the beginning of 
the crisis of food, fertilizer and fuel. While massive payments transfer 
occupied the immediate interest very soon attention was drawn to reordering 
the world. Without cheap energy how would growth in global product take place? 
How would it affect world trade which was the other prime mover of growth? 
There was the related problem of monetary and financial reordering consequent 
to massive shift in international payments. Mankind really entered a turning 
point when Bangladesh was only beginning to launch its First Five Year Plan. 


Jur consumption of energy is one of the lowest in the world and only 26 per 
cent of our consumption is commercial energy. Cowdung, jute sticks, twigs 

and leaves, bagasse, rice hulls and straw, etc., are the main sources of our 
energy supply. And these sources are drying up all the time. HYV rice and 
wheat yield less straw. Bagasse or jute sticks have alternative industrial 
uses. And cowdung, of course, is needed for soil nutrition. But our need for 
energy is great for even a small transformation into better living standards. 
Though our needs of energy import is so small, only about 1.6 million tons 

of crude, energy crisis has affected us so severely. The entire balance of 
payments picture has changed radically. In 1969-70 we were virtually surplus 
and only capital imports gave us a deficit of about $140 million. Now not 
only do we have to pay higher price for petroleum crude but also suppliers 

of manufactured goods, specially capital goods, realise from us higher costs 
of production as also the payment for their productivity gain. On the other 
hand, as primary producer or supplier of substitutable goods we are constantly 
losing our purchasing power. We are finding it more and more difficult to 
increase production without cheap energy and, at times, without market. 


We have relied in the past rather heavily on fuel wood. This as well as 
pressure of population has denuded forest resources in Bangladesh. A couple 

of decades ago forest land accounted for 15 per cent of the gross acreage and 

it accounts now for only 9 per cent. Fuelwood contributes about 2 per cent to 
energy consumption which for a tropical country is very low, indeed. Land 

under forest cannot be increased much. But backyard woodlot, miniforests, road- 


side plantation or mangrove afforestation can be undertaken with considerable 
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ease in the naturally productive soil of Bangladesh. In Bangladesh there is 
competition between man and animal and between foodcrops and forest, resources 
for land. Pasture land provides energy in terms of livestock. And forest land 
provides energy in terms not only of fuelwood but also of twigs and leaves 

and other wood waste. But these energy producing lands are required by in- 
creasing number of mouths for food crops. 


Human life is believed to be some two million years old. Throughout this 

long existence man has been haunted by the problem of food. Man lived as a 
esatherer, hunter and trapper. Some 10,000 years ago he learnt domestication 

of animals. And only about 6,000 years ago he discovered cereals, kernels 
produced by a kind of grass. Almost immediately man ceased to be nomadic 

and became pastoral. As he solved his food problem steady growth of population 
also began. Trade and travel made two great discoveries in new food from the 
new world--potato and corn. Over the years man has been threatened by famine 
and starvation from time to time. In 1769-70 one of the greatest famines took 
place in Bengal claiming one-third of the population of 30 million. Indus- 
trial revolution increased demand fer food but also brought in new iand under 
cultivation through application of mechanical power. Subsequent improvements 
took place in tubewell irrigation, use of chemical fertilizer and genetic 
upgradation of seeds. In the early part of this century there was a problem 

of overproduction. But population increase and war changed the situation. 

Soon after the war, however, food supply stabilized and consumption in- 

creased by leaps and bounds. Indirect use of grains increased demand so that 
in North America per capita consumption reached a ton as against about 215 kgs 


in developing countries. 


in 1969 FAO came out with World Food Indicative Plan and only three years 
later Director General Boerma of FAO stated, "The fear of famine runs like a 
dark thread to the whole tapestry of suffering and loss." There were ques- 
tions about the carrying capacity of the world. There were questions about 
availability of resources to bring in new land under cultivation or under 
irrigation. We got a succession of global conferences and agreements. World 
Food Conference of 1974 or Agrarian Reforms Conference of 1979 discussed 
grave issues. World Council came into existence. International Fund for 
Agricultural Development was established. A Food Security Scheme was adopted 


fo ensure: 


"That no could will go to bed hungry that no tamily will fear for its next 
day's bread and that no human being's future and capacities will be stunned 


by malnutrition." 


While technological capability of man to conquer hunger and malnutrition were 
acknowledged, the simple fact that "the eart is finite" started bothering 
people. With desalination deserts can bloom but energy cost and ecological 
imbalance present frightening spectres. 


Let me turn now to our national food situation. We hope to produce 15.2 mil- 
lion tons of foodgrains this year for a population of over 90 million. This 

is roughly 10% short of our requirement for which we need to spend about 40 
per cent of our export earnings. Climatically we have some of the best ad- 
vantages for food production. About 65 per cent of our land, some 22.5 million 
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.cres, out of 35 million acres are arable. The sunshine is adequate all the 
vear round. Soil is naturally fertile. And water supply despite seasonal 
fluctuations is a gift of God. Our per acre yield is very low, it is possible 


+o inerease it four-times with application of fertilizers and pesticides, 
varietal improvement, intensive cultivation and regulation of water supply. 


Only 3.8 million acres of land are under irrigation. Application of fertilizer 
is only 40 kg per acre. High yielding variety seeds ver about 12 per cent 
of sown area. Over 50 per cent of land lies fallow @ inter. And 20 per 
cent of farm land is cultivated by shale croppers. ite the availability 
of idle manpower only one hundred and fifteen mandays are spent on farming 
food crops in a year. In irrigated agriculture employment can be doubled. 

nd the country has nearly 33 per cent of the rural population without land 
aad 17 per cent virtually without it. 


While technological solution to food production is not so difficult, its 
organisational aspects are very complex. Irrigation acreage can be doubled 
with installation of tube-wells only. Land will absorb much more fertilizers. 
Seed production can be done in isolation of overall improvement in agriculture. 
But extension of the technology, farm organisation for water use or for appli- 
cation of fertilizers, motivation of the farmer who has very little stake in 
the output, are almost insurmountable problems. The inputs may be made avail- 
able but providing credit is too difficult. Administration costs are high, 
security problem is undeniable and corrupt practices hinder flow of credit. 
rFyen if some solution is found through cooperative or group production plan- 
nine, there comes the problem of energy. Draft power for cultivation is in 
short supply. Fertilizer production demands energy resource. Irrigation is 
energy intensive. High yielding variety also demands controlled water, chemi- 
cal fertilizers and pesticides all of which are energy-intensive. Additional 
labour will lay claims on energy. Thus shortage of energy complicates the 
problem of food security. Of course, if food is produced an energy source 


is created as well. 


(| had deliberately set apart the problem of population as the item with which 
+o visualise a coordinated scenario. Domestication of animals and cereal 
slants began human settlements. Settlements with good supply of water, 
eyetation and arable soil naturally obtained large population. We were 30 
million as early as 1769-70. The world got its first billion by 1830. But 
the next billion came in exactly hundred years. Advance in civilization, con- 
trol over diseases and malnutrition, command over food and other necessities 
quickly brought about the second doubling. The third doubling came about in 
forty-five years. We were four billion in 1975. In the third phase global 
product increased beyond belief, control of diseases and medical break-through 
with epidemics, with infant mortality and with death at child birth drastic- 
ally reduced mortality rate. While in only a few countries birth rate also 


came under control in other places only mortality rate fell. Real questions 


on carrying capacity not in a global sense but specific to country situations 
perhaps cannot be avoided altogether. Globally we have Colin Clark's opti- 
mistic 47 billion to 1-7 billion mark or pessimistic 30 billion level of the 
Committee on Resources & Man of the American Academy of Sciences. 














2nd Installment 
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Looking at Bangladesh situation I have elsewhere said that "if you want to 
experience the explosion of the population bomb, this is the place for such 
an experience. This explosion does not take place with a bang but it slowly 
unfolds itself." I have referred to the terrible famine of 1769-70. We also 
had a famine in 1943 when 12 per cent of the population of 50 million perished. 
in 1971 in the war of liberation we lost three out of seventy million. Every 
now and then we are threatened by famine. Malnutrition is something we 

live with, over 36 per centof our children suffer from first degree malnu- 
trition. In away Malthus is operating in Bangladesh. It is heartening to 
note that population growth rate is falling but a much faster and steeper 
tall is warranted. Pressure of population is increasing landlessness, reduc- 
ing availability of agricultural land and shrinking forest land and fishing 
zrounds. By the end of the century we are likely to be some 125 million and 
with the best expectations our land area may be 60,000 square miles. So 

per square mile population will be about 2,100. How to ensure ecological 
balance and find food for these mouths will be a serious problem. Only to 
assure availability of food at one pound a day it will be necessary to pro- 
duce about 23 million tons of grains. But the biggest problem is how to pro- 


vide them with capacity for work as well as opportunities for work. 


We have a crude birth rate of about 42 per thousand and the crude death rate 

is 16 per thousand. 140 children and 7 mothers die at child birth stage. Only 
18 per cent of eligible couples are now regular acceptors of family planning 
practices. Infrastructure in scattered places exist in the shape of Family 
Welfare Centres, Maternity and Child Health Centres and Rural Dispensaries. By 
1985 we hope to have a total of about 3,800 such centres. There are about 
38,000 agents reaching the people of 81,000 villages. But these agents func- 
tion in a haphazard manner. Their training is not adequate. Their work is 
noorly supervised. The health and population agents often quarrel and thwart 


each other's activities. The monitoring system leaves much to be desired. 
Supply of ancillary drugs and medicines is grossly inadequate. 


In population planning a number of interrelated issues have to be tackled and 
they vary from country to country. 


First of all in Bangladesh is spatial planning. How to deploy the vast 
multitudes in manageable habitations? Land use must be optimal because of the 
gravity of the problem of land hunger. Manageable size of habitations wil] 


make it possible to provide services at the door step of all citizens it will 
also help administration and planning. But there is the problem of devotion 
to inherited land. There is the problem of fragmentation of holdings at least 


cu 


under inheritance laws. These problems have to be tackled on both a social as 


well as a legal plane. 


Second is the problem of controi of population growth. Motivation, phvsical 
facilities and service delivery are all equally important. In motivation 


ly 








Bangladesh is, indeed, fortunate. Except in limited pockets there is no 
-esistance to family planning and so far the programme has been entirely volun- 
tary. Education, however, is a problem in an altogether illiterate, inward- 
‘oking and homebound society. Our men or women want a system which does not 
ther them too much. And that is the reason sterilisation, which is the 
st severe of all family planning methods, is so effective and popular here. 
sical facilities are being built and by 1990 there should be one centre, by 
whatever name it may be called, for every cluster of 15,000 people. Service 
delivery is another problem area. There are multifarious problems--the 
workers have to be trained, the facilities must cater for all kinds of demands, 
simple methods should be used, clinical efficiency should be maintained and 
delibery should be monitored and supervised. In the area of population 
| the most effective authority of the government should be exercised be- 
‘use the alternative is forced disincentive--Malthusian disaster. 
rhe third element of population planning is manpower training. Basic educa- 
ion, meaning literacy and training in skills, is essential for converting 
‘dle masses into productive hands. Ina trained multitude division of la- 
Sour on the basis of specialisation will automatically take place, increasing 
sutput as well as demand for goods and services. By 1985 we shall have 10 


million unemployed and underemployed labour force. 





sless we can make a smooth transition to population stabi-ity in a period of 
forty vears or so, our very existence under stable conditions will be in jeo- 
sardv. In early seventies we have been rudely reminded of life boat and tri- 
.ve theories. Deny food to those without hope so that their suffering does 
Or like Holmes dump unworthy passengers from sinking boat to 
With such theories are morally reprehensible, 
ase of an entire nation. 


not linger on. 
-ave the Life of the remainder. 

they are also not practicable for application in the c 
These theories fail to provide us any escape route. 

in the energy-food-population equation you are faced with the chicken and egg 
jsroblem. There is no denying the fact that the resources of the world impose 
'imits on their indiscriminate use. On a macro basis the world may not have 
-sached its carrving capacity even though now and then we are warned of the 
ttine in of the ice age or the greenhouse age. It depnends on how you look 
at it to come to the conclusion that we are fast moving towards an ice age 

‘ry we are doomed to greenhouse effect. Solar radiation is reaching us weakly 
-hrouch the various obstacles created by pollution of the atmosphere, so we 
ire getting into an ice age. Again, we are tempering with heat level and 
sonerated heat is not being wasted into the space, So we are getting the 
Leaving aside this debate which is perhaps esoteric for at 
‘oast our generation, we cannot escape the fact that at a micro level, as a 
nation we are reaching the limits with our population--its demand for food and 


-reenhouse effect. 


its need for energy. 


rowering it all energy crisis exhibits itself as a microcosm of the crisis of 
suman survival. In our specific case, however, ostensibly it looks difficult 
e whether population or energy is the critical issue. One thing is cer- 
slobal alternative scenarios for survival do not sufficiently 


+ , 11100 


4 ) bur 
1in though that 
~eoet our needs. Resources for the future grou 


p hopes that power can be obtained 











from the molten core of the world and then from fusion technology. Bockris 

relies on a hydrogen based economy--hydrogen being generated from solar energy) 

through fusion technology. Club of Rome in their Report of 197 

world based on cooperation between oil rich and oil importing countries. 

duction in average consumption of energy in developed countries with some in- 
rease in the consumption levels of developing countries and achievement of a 

stable level of population of ten billion in about fifty years will provide 


the breathing space for a solar energy era to flourish. 


t 


thought ot a 


rol over more and more energy resources is basic to economic progress In 
Bang sladesh but unless population is controlled no progress can at all be 
achieved. The only way to ensure control over more and more energy resources 
is technological breakthrough in the use of solar energy or fusion technology. 
But for population control most of the measures are all within easy reach a 
design for effective planning measure at the grassroots level perhaps can 


do the trick. 


Our problem has been compounded by land hunger and the amorphous state of so- 
cial organisation at the grassroot level. But it is supply of energy relative 
to the needs of the population that in the ultimate analysis holds the key to 
survival. Even for stabilising population growth simultaneous improvement in 
availability of food and health care, clothing and housing, literacy and nu- 
trition and in general a higher level of economic welfare is ee And 
in these efforts increasing supply of energy is the greasing agent. Looking 
at the wealth of our fertile land, plentitude of sun and water, re 
of our people, easy accessibility of all the country and a reasonable deposit 
of gas and coal, one may be tempted totry an autarkic solution. But the basic 
problem of balance between energy supply through known technology and the de- 
mands for economic well-being does not leave any scope for such a thought. 

ter the war economic growth has been sustained by cheap energy, unprece- 
dented trade expansion and marked advance in technology. When the first two 
elements are not working, it is technology. When the first two elements are 
not working, it is technology that has to solve the problem of human survival. 
For us it is necessary to keep our head above water till that breakthrough 
occurs and then be prepared to benefit from it. We are, indeed, in double 
jeopardy and the only means to come out victorious inthis contest for survival 
is through the pursuit of excellence in solving the energy-food-population 


equation. 


CSO: 4600/1591 














BANGLADESH 


'HOLIDAY' CORRESPONDENT INTERVIEWS FINANCE MINISTER 


Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 1 Jan 83 Supplement pp l, 15 


[Interview with A.M.A. Muhith, finance and planning minister, by Hossain 
Khasru, in Dhaka during week of 25 Dec 82: "Banking Reorganization in the 


Of fing" ] 


[Text] Finance and Planning Minister A.M.A. Muhith disclosed last week in 
Dhaka that the reorganisation of the country's banking system would take a 
firm and positive shape within the next three months time. 


In an exclusive interview with Holiday, Mr Muhith gave an outline of future 
course of action for reorganising the banking sector. The program of action, 
as he explained, will include participation of private sector in the existing 
nationalised commercial banks, improvement in management patterns to ensure 
increased profitability, better style of work, and favourable liquidity 
position, minimum government control on the operational activities of banks, 
effective autonomy for the board of directors for each bank, delegation of 
more powers and functional responsibility at zonal levels of the banks etc. 


He stated that ie had himself taken an active interest in future reorganisa- 
tion program for the banking sector and had reviewed the situation closely 

‘no association with the managing directors of the banks. A martial law probe 
committee has also thoroughly studied the operations of the banks on an over- 
all basis, he said. He pointed out that a task force of the ministry of 
finance has been actively at work to draw up the program for reorganisation of 
the banks. Besides the Bangladesh Bank as the central bank has carried out 
its own exercise in this regard, he added while noting that the reorganisation 
of the banks would be made in the light of the related findings and observa- 


tions. 


,efore dilating on the future scheme for reorganisation of the banking system, 
Mr Muhith made the following observation about the banks: 


"Banks are generally called commanding heights of economy. Since bank started 
operating to facilitate transactions between people, the role of banking has 
extended beyond mere trading. And today bank is one of the most important 
instruments in an overall economic development process. It isa greasing agent 
in moving an economy forward. In a country like Bangladesh, where subsistence 
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sector still accounts for a substantial portion of the economy, banks are an 
important instrument in gradual monetizing of the economy and consequently its 
modernization. Mobilization of deposits in these days is a most important 
function of the bank and this provides not only funds for trading but also 
resources for investment. Working capital of born trade industry which keeps 
nroduction process going also comes very largely from bank's resources." 


Reorganisation Envisaged 


Now about the reorganization program itself. The finance minister felt 
strongly that the banks should be reorganised on zonal basis. With delega- 
tion of more effective powers at zonal level, the head offices of the banks 
should essentially be a staff office of the managing directors and there 
should be no line bosses except the M.D. at the head office, he emphasized. 


He said that the head offices should concentrate exclusively on policy guide- 
lines, inspection and recruitment matters. He admitted that there had been a 
great deterioration in the handling of fraud, forgery and misappropriation 
cases in the banks. Supervision has generally been had and identification of 
forgery, was also difficult, he noted. He was of the view, that effective 
delegation of powers at the zonal level was necessary at this stage to im- 
prove the situation. 


Mr Muhith stressed that the operational efficiency of the banks would require 
to be improved in areas like diversified clientele services, internal contro] 
management, profitable investment portfolio, deposit mobilisation, reconcilia- 
tion of interbank and interbranch accounts, presentation of periodic state- 
ments relating to confirmation of accounts to the customers etc. He felt 

that there was ample scope to take bold and new initiatives in these areas 

to tone up the efficiency of the banks. For socially desirable sectors 

where profitability considerations alone are not of much of direct relevance 
and importance, the banks would continue to get the concessional refinancing 
facilities from Bangladesh Bank, he maintained. 


Functional Autonomy 


He visualised that the coming reorganisation program would adequately empower 
the board of directors of each bank with functional autonomy with minimal 
governmental control. Already the government has constituted the board of 
directors for all the nationalised commercial banks and the specialised finan- 
cial institutions and has also appointed the top management personnel includ- 
ing the managing directors and the general managers, he pointed out. 


The finance minister said that the government favoured private participation 
in equity capital of all the nationalised banks to what extent such partici- 
pation will be allowed is yet to be examined in details, he added. He was 

of the view that the retention of total ownership in the hands of the govern- 
ment over the public sector banks was not necessary to ensure that such banks 
pursued the social objectives. Nowhere in the world, the banks are absolutely 
free and the government through the central bank exercises control over the 
banks even in the advanced countries. He referred to the federal deposit 
insurance scheme in the USA in this context. 














We stated that the government through its monetary policy and the overall 
credit programming with the help of Bangladesh Bank would be able to guide the 
banks even under private sector participation along the lines, set forth by 


the social objectives. 
Private Sector Participation 


About the private sector participation in the existing public sector banks, 
Mr Muhith noted that it would naturally take time to give effect to such par- 
ticipation in practice. The nationalised banks would first of all have to be 
converted into public limited companies and before this is done the profit- 
ability of the banks would have to be ensured through their functioning along 
efficient lines in the light of the reorganisation program, he stressed. 

"We must make the banks first more profitable and attractive for the inves- 
rors before offering them the shares of such banks, he said. Such private 
nsarticipation will be a gradual process, otherwise there will be a glut in 
the share market, he maintained. 


He observed that thoughts about restructuring and reorganising the banks were 
centred on five key areas: (a) efficiency of nationalised banks, (b) standard 
of their services, (c) style of management and work, (d) profitability and 


(e) liquidity (credit: deposit ratio). 


About a separate banking council, the Finance Minister felt that such a body 
would only lead to another tier of control at a time when the government wanted 
to ensure widest possible operational autonomy to each bank. Inter-banking 
cooperation and coordination in various related matters can be maintained and 
strengthened without a separate regulatory or statutory body like the banking 


council, he opined. 


Hc noted that creation of adequate employment opportunities and raising of the 
levels of effective demand inthe form of income earnings for the landless and 
\ther disadvantaged social groups in the rural areas constituted the main 
thrust of governmental development policy. in order to attain this objective, 
two things, credit and technical skills, are needed most, he felt. 


Credits 


As for provision of credits, he observed that traditional banking operations 
would not help retrieve the situation as the pattern of credit disbursement as 
much as the availability of credits in this connection would involve a differ- 
ont kind of orientation. He said that he was personally in favour of having 

a separate institution in the pattern of Gramin Bank Scheme to provide credit 
support to the landless and other disadvantaged social groups in the rural | 
areas to encourage specialised productive activities along the lines of divi- 
scion of labour as it would lead to creation of wealth. He commended the role 
of the Gramin Bank Project, now operating on an experimental basis in the 


country, in this context. 


4 


The finance minister said that the reorganisation of the banking system would 
he made, keeping in view the needs for having more officers rather than employ- 
ees and clerical staff. He termed the existing officers, employees ratio in 











the nationalised commercial banks as far from being an ideal one. The nature 
of banking job demands that there should be more offices rather than employees 


in the banks, he observed. 


He pointed out that the government felt strongly for having a good system of 
penalty and incentives in the nationalised commercial banks," without this, 
the service delivery will not improve in quality and deposit mobilisation 
efforts will not also meet with much success," he added. He maintained that 
a good system of incentive for skilled and efficient personnel was necessary 
for the public sector banks in the absence of which it would be difficult on 


their part to operate in competition now with the private banks. 
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BANGLADESH 


REPORTAGE ON VISIT OF IFC VICE PRESIDENT 


Report on 5 Jan Activities 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 6 Jan 83 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Dr Hans A. Wuttke, the Executive Vice-President of the International 
Finance Corporation (IFC) on Wednesday lauded the Government's steps to gear 


up the private sector. 


Addressing the members of the business community at a meeting arranged by 
Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Dhaka, Dr Wuttke observed that 
"ue welcome these measures and look forward in Bangladesh that will see in- 


creased cooperation between IFC and the private sector.” 


The LFC Executive Vice-President told the business leaders that his organisa- 
tion, an affiliate of the World Bank would help Bangladesh entrepreneurs har- 
nessing rich natural resources like gas, marine resources, leather and fores- 
try and evolve mutually beneficial projects. 

He also said that there can be cooperation between IFC and government private 
sector joint ventures. 


Earlier, Dr Wuttke and members of the IFC Mission to Bangladesh were welcomed 
by Mr Zeaul Huq, president, Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
Dhaka. After his reply to the address of welcome Dr Wuttke also answered 


queries from the business leaders. 


‘‘r Zeaul Huq in his written speech pointed out that Bangladesh's share up to 
june 1982 in 653 IFC supported projects all over the world involving dollar 
4,675 million was only 2.6 million dollar or a mere 0.06 per cent. 


The country's share among the Asian recipients of IFC long term loans with a 
fixed interest rate was the lowest after Nepal's share of 0.19 per cent during 
the same period. Besides, Bangladesh did not receive any investment through 
FIC's syndications during this period, Mr Huq said. 


Pleading for more IFC operations in Bangladesh Mr Zeaul Huq said that the 
Government which played an important role in reviving the private sector and 
in creating congenial atmosphere for investment have remained constant in its 


policy towards private sector. 
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Nr Hans A. Wuttke said that the major Bangladesh project supported by IFC is 
the 500-million dollar urea plant in Chittagong based on natural gas reserves. 
[FC has been assisting the project from the initial stages and helped intro- 
duce the foreign partners, he added. 


The IFC Executive Vice-President also said that IFC would give priority on 
export-oriented industries particularly those based on domestic raw materials 
and ventures of selected import substitutes considering the present circum- 


stances facing Bangladesh. 


Turning on the IFC-Bangladesh collaboration, he said that an initiative had 
already been made particularly in the creation of Industrial Promotion and 
Development Company (IPDC) of Bangladesh which served as an example of con- 
certed efforts by the Government and an international group of investors 


joined together for a common goal. 


Dr Hans A. Wuttke also expressed the hope that the (IPDC) would encourage 

the flow of domestic and foreign capital into Bangladesh and it would also 

be instrumental in the active promotion of viable investment opportunities 
and assist entrepreneurs preparing their own projects. He added that IFC and 
its partners in the IPDC will not only support Bangladesh but also complement 
IPDC's investment activities. 


Among those who participated in discussions were Mr Manzoor Elahi, Mr Zahee- 
ruddin Khan, Mr Nurul Quader Khan and others. 


Dr Hans A. Wuttke was accompanied by Mr M.V. Dehejia, Vice President, Engi- 
neering and Technical Assistance, Mr T. Stephenson, director department of 


Investment Asia. 


Press Conference of 6 Jan 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 7 Jan 83 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Mr Hans A. Wuttke Executive Vice President of International Finance 
Corporation (IFC) expressed in Dhaka on Thursday his bold optimism about 
increasing cooperation and collaboration of his organisation in promoting 
private sector investments in Bangladesh. He foresaw possibilities of such 
collaboration between IFC and the private investors in specific areas like 
basic industries fertilizer cement paper steel agriculture etc in the econ- 


omy of Bangladesh. 


Addressing a press conference at Hotel Sonargaon he said that the IFC as the 
World Bank affiliated body with the responsibility of encouraging the growth 

of productive private enterprise in the member countries particularly the 

less developed ones provided funds in the form of both loans and equity. It 
also extends technical assistance particularly for developing capital markets 

he added while noting that the IFC has further the responsibility when requested 
to help member countries design policies and institutions that promote the 
development of the private sector mobilise private capital and improve the 
environment in which private industry operates. 
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Mr Wuttke arrived in Dhaka Tuesday last as the head of a five member IFC team 
to attend the board meeting of the Industrial Promotion Development Company 
(IPDC) hold discussions with the Government officials and the representatives 
of the private sector, review the investment climate and explore the possi- 


bilities of investment by the Corporation and promotion of foreign private 


investment. 


He told the newsmen at the Press conference that the IFC as a matter of policy 
did not invest under government guarantees. "We are interested in joint co- 
operation with the public sector in only those areas where the units were 

run on the same commercial principles as those in the private sector he said. 


The Executive Vice President of IFC was all praise for the new policy moves 
of the Government to promote and gear-up the private investments in Bangladesh. 
"We are very much encouraged by the disinvestment policy of the Government and 
the response of the private sector to the new policy moves he noted. He stated 
that the situation facing private investments in Bangladesh was indeed very 


difficult a few years back. 


We said that the [IFC would now tell the international business community about 

the new investment opportunities and situation in Bangladesh. He, however, 

added that the IFC was not the promoting agency for Bangladesh or for any par- 

ticular country, and the response must come from the private sector, both ‘ 


foreign and local, so that the Corporation could make its necessary matching 


cooperation for such investments. 


reply to a question about the present global economic situation and its 
on flows of foreign capital investments to the countries like Bangla- 
ne admitted that the current international economic situation was dif- 
ricult. Nonetheless, it is the time for the investors to take decisions for 
investments particularly when capital investments are easier and cheaper, 

he observed. He added that investments would depend on both economic and 


political situation. 


In 
impact 


desh, 


Mr Wuttke said that there was greater scope on the part of his corporation 
for leasing operations both in urban and farming areas in Bangladesh. 

nder leasing operation, the IFC can promote the establisiuwent of companies 
with the help of local entrepreneurs, he observed. He indicated that IFC 
could become an active participant in syndication of funds for viable pri- 


vate sector projects. 


About the prospect for availability of funds from the IFC for Bangladesh Shilpa 
;ank (BSB) and Bangladesh Shilpa Rin Sangstha (BSRS), he said that his 
Corporation was not competent to provide funds for such specialised lending 
bodies. He noted that the World Bank had been lending funds to these special- 


ized financial institutions. 


We observed that his organisation would like to be very much actively in- 
ived in domestic productive ventures and capital formation in Bangladesh. 


V WO 
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He expressed the view that Ii dustrial Promotion Development Company (IPDC) 
in which the IFC was associated would be able to make its mark in accelerat- 
ing the pace of private investments in the country. 


He stated that capital market did not exist in Bangladesh. Replying to a ques- 
tion about the activation of Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE) he recalled that an 

[FC expert team had examined the issues and matters connected with activation 
of DSE. We expect that the Government would soon give us a report about its 
follow-up action on the lines recommended by the expert team, he said. 


About IFC's investments in Bangladesh Mr Wuttlhe said that the Corporation 

had as of now made investments worth 5.8 millica US dollars for three projects. 
The investments of IFC in Sri Larka are now around 19 million US dollars and 
that in India 210 million US dollars. 


He added that his Corporation was now working for at least six more projects 
for financing in Bangladesh. He stated that the major [FC-supported project 
in the private sector would be the Karnaphuti Urea Project for which a lot of 
ground work was yet to be covered by other partners "We are looking into the 
project with great deal of interest" he added. He pointed out that another 
fertilizer project at Chittagong was expected to come up in the joint sector 
with IFC collaboration along with some other international agencies. 


Meeting With Ershad 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 7 Jan 83 p 1 


[Text] The Chief Martial Law Administrator, Lt. Gen. H.M. Ershad said on 
Thursday that the private sector could easily flourish in bangladesh with 
abundant cheap labour, large number of technical manpower and Government en- 
couragement, reports BSS. 


The CMLA was talking to Dr Hans A. Wuttke, the Executive Vice-President of 
the [nternational Finance Corporation (IFC) who called on him in Dhaka Thurs- 
day morning. 


General Ershad said except for six reserved sectors, all other fields are 
open for private investment. The Government has also taken measures to cut 
down bureaucratic stops to help private foreign investors. In this context 
he mentioned about “one stop service" for them. Any foreign investors com- 
ing to Bangladesh will be given every possible assistance and opportunity. 


Dr Wuttke praised the policies of the present Government with regard to the 
revitalisation of the private sector. He particularly referred to the 
Government's decision about disinvestment of some important public sector 
industries. 


The executive Vice-President of IFC referred to the proposed urea fertilizer 
project at Chittagong and cxpressed his confidence that it would materialise 
soon. He also identified other possible fields for LFC support namelv cement, 
sponge, iron, paper, shrimp, trawler and palm oil. He felt that there was 
yreat possibility of LFC help in palm-oil plantation. 
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BANGLADESH 


PRESS REPORTAGE ON AGA KHAN'S BANGLADESH VISIT 
Ershad Speech at 4 Jan Dinner 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 5 Jan 83 pp l, 8 


(fext] The Chief Martial Law Administrator, Lt Cen. H.M. Ershad, in Dhaka 

on Tuesday night commended the contributions made by the Imam family of the 
Ismailia community for generations to the social, political and economic 
developments of the Muslims all over the world and particularly the countries 
of this region including Bangladesh, reports BSS. 


Speaking at a dinner hosted by him in honour of Prince Karm Aga Khan, the 
visiting Imam of the Ismailies, and Begum Aga Khan at Bangabhaban, the CMLA 
said, "This tradition of your family has not only continued, but has been 
further intensified under your able and dynamic leadership in various fields." 


Gen. Ershad appreciated the commitment of Prince Aga Khan to the cause of the 
people of the Third World and the consequential actions taken to reduce the 
burden of misery and poverty of the people living in various parts of the world. 


He congratulated Prince Aga Khan on the occasion of the silver jubilee year 
of his (Aga Khan) accession to the leadership of the community and said, "Tn 
Bangladesh the members of your community have been actively participating 


in our development endeavours." 


Speaking about Bangladesh's efforts to overcome its economic constraints and 
creation of a strong, stable and self-reliant country, the CMLA said side by 
side with the adoption of various reforms ensuring people's participation in 
the governmental and decision-making process, we want peace friendship and 
cooperation with all nations. 


Islamic Umma 


le said, as a country with vast Muslim population we are naturally dedicated 
to the cause of Islamic unity and welfare and progress of the Islamic Umma. 


Gen. Ershad referred to Bangladesh's known stand on the questions of Afghanis- 
tan, West Asian situation, Palestine and [raq-Iran conflict. "Nearer home, we 
are vitally interested in good neighbourly relations and cooperation with all 














neighbours and to this end we have devoted our activities along with others to 
the creation on a South Asian forum which we hope would come to a concrete 
shape," he added. 


About the reforms undertaken by the present Government for advancing the 
welfare of the ninety million people majority on whom live in the rural areas, 
the CMLA said, the measures which will be far reaching have been attempted to 
ensure people's rightful participation in the governmental decision making 
process. These include reforms in judicial and education system, improving 
social welfare and health care, agriculture, population control, and mobilisa- 
tion of abundant human and natural resources. 


Gen. Ershad said that with the aim of taking the administration to the door- 
step of the commonman, the thana, so long the smallest administrative unit, 

had been made the focus of attention and would now serve as the focal point of 
the development acitivites. Our economic constraints are many and varied, 

but we are endeavouring to overcome them by refixing the priorities and revising 
the Second Five-Year Plan bringing it more in tune with the structure of the 
national economy and meaningful realisation of the goals, he added. 


He said, “It is our faith that given the resolve and the dedication of our 
people born out of sacrifice and suffering we shall succeed." 


The dinner, was attended among others by Begum Ershad ministers and high 
military and civil officials. 


Text 


The following is the text of speech by Lt. Gen. H.M. Ershad, ndc, psc, Chief 
Martial Law Administrator, at the dinner in honour of His Highness Prince Karim 
Aga Khan and Begum Aga Khan at Bangabhaban on Tuesday. 


"vour Highness Prince Karim Aga Khan, Your Highness Begum Aga Khan, Excellen- 
cies, Distinguished guests and ladies and gentlemen. 


"Tl deem it a great honour and privilege for me and my wife to welcome Your 
Highness and Her Highness Begum Aga Khan amidst us once again. On behaif of 
the Government and the people of Bangladesh and on behalf of my wife and 
myself, I extend to you both our heartiest welcome. 


"Your Highness, the people of Bangladesh hold you and the Begum Aga Khan in 
zreat esteem and affection and the memories of your last visit here in 1979 
are still fresh and vivid in our minds. We appreciate the contribution that 
your illustrious family has made for generations to the social, political and 
economic developments of the Muslims all over the world and in particular in 
the countries of our region including Bangladesh. 


"Under your able and dynamic leadership this noble and glorious tradition of 
vour family has not only continued but has been further intensified in various 
fields as are reflected by the activities of the members of your community 

in the world at large and also in Bangladesh. We deeply appreciate your 











commitment to the cause of the people of the Third World and the consequential 
actions that you have taken to lessen the burden of their misery and poverty 
by your philanthropic and other activities in various parts of the world. 


"In Bangladesh, the members of your Community have been actively participating 
in our developmental endeavour. Their investments, business acumen, highly 
developed skills and entrepreneurship have been assets for us in Bangladesh 
and have had a positive impact on our economy. 


"There are many examples of what our combined efforts have achieved, and the 
IPDC is one of them. We are, therefore, grateful to you and your Community 
for assisting us in many different ways in our efforts to improve the quality 
of life of our people. In particular your humanitarian activities aimed at 
enhancing the well-being of the Muslims everywhere have earned the deep 
appreciation of all of us. 


"Your Highness, our fundamental aim is the creation of a strong, stable and 
self-reliant Bangladesh through concerted effcrts at home and abroad. In pur- 
suing this goal, our foreign policy objectives are clear. We want peace, 
friendship and cooperation with all nations. As a country with a vast Muslim 
population, we are naturally dedicated to the cause of the Islamic unity and 
welfare and progress of the Islamic Umma. 


"Our stand on a just and durable solution in West Asia and Afghanistan, our 
unstinted support for the cause of the Palestinians, our continuous efforts 
for restoration of sovereignty in Lebanon and our endeavours in cooperation 
with our other Islamic brethren to find an honourable solution to the I[ran- 
[raq conflict, are well known. 


"corer home, we are vitally interested in good neighbourly relations and co- 
operation with all our neighbours and to this end we have devoted our activ- 
ities along with others to the creation of a South Asian Forum which we hope 
would come to a concrete shape. 


"Your Highness, since we consider you as one of us, we would like to apprise 
vou of the steps that my Government have initiated with the primary aim of 
advancing the welfare of our ninety million people, a vast majority of whom 
live in the villages. We have attempted to ensure for our people a rightful 
participation in the Governmental and decision-making processes. 


'’oacsures that would be far reaching, have been initiated in many different 

spheres. These include reforms in our judicial and education system, mea- 

sures aimed at improving social welfare and health care, agriculture, popu- 
lation control and mobilisation of abundant human and natural resources. 


"Our aim is to bring the administration to the doorstep of the common man. 
Thus the Thana, so long the smallest administrative unit, has been made the 
Focus of our attention and will now serve as the principal focal point of our 


development activities. 











"Our econmic constraints are many and varied, but we are endeavouring to over- 
come them by refixing our priorities and revising the Second Five-Year Plan, 
bringing it more in tune with the structure of our economy and the possi- 
bility of the meaningful realization of the goals that we have set for our- 


selves. 


"Tt is our firm faith that given the resolve and dedication of our people, 
born out of sacrifice and suffering, we shall succeed. And in all this we 
are confident of receiving your understanding and cooperation. 


"Your Highness, this is the Silver Jubilee Year of your accession to that 
leadership of your Community. May I extend to you our heartiest congratula- 
tions on this occasion. For us your visit to Bangladesh during the period 

of your Silver Jubilee is a matter of great satisfaction. We hope your visit 
to Bangladesh, though short, would be useful and enjoyable. 


"Finally, before concluding I would like to reiterate that we hold you and 
the Begum Aga Khan in the highest esteem. We wish you and the Begum good 
health, long life and happiness. We wish you all the success inthe mission 


that youhave set for yourself. 


"Thank you all." 


Aga Khan Speaks at 4 Jan Dinner 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 5 Jan 83 pp l, 8 


'Text] Prince Karim Aga Khan said in Dhaka on Tuesday night "many reforms" 
initiated by the present Government must stimulate improved production within 
Bangladesh, just as they are attracting respect internationally,'' reports BSS. 


Speaking at a dinner given in his honour by the Chief Martial Law Administra- 
tor Lt. Gen. H.M. Ershad, the Aga Khan referred particularly to the reforms 
aimed at simplifying the administrative structure and improving sectors vital 


for rural population. 


Prince Aga Khan said Bangladesh's suggestions for dealing with the problems 
of developing a predominantly rural economy were widely listened to in such 
agencies as the World Health Organisation and the Food and Agriculture Organ- 


isation of the United Nations. 


All this, he felt, amounted to the creation of an environment enabling the 
nation to improve the quality of life of its citizens and resisting the effects 
of recession elsewhere. The resources of the Third World are limited and it 


should be managed as effectively as possible. 


The Aga Khan said, "Although Bangladesh is facing certain difficulties, some 
of them due to the world recession, signs of your creative attitude succeed- 


ing are already apparent." 














Prince Aga Khan said the foundation of IPDC was the outcome of the governmental] 
efforts including present government's commitment to the creation of a strong, 
stable and self-reliant Bangladesh through the kind of measures outlined. 


[hese, he added, were then "right measures" to produce environment which 

enables enterprise to flourish. In this connection he also referred to the 

aew industrial policy" to maintain the ship of the state on this productive 
" 

course. 


The Imam of the Ismalia community said he was hopeful that the Government would 
succeed in achieving the goals set by it for Bangladesh in the revision of the 
Second Five-Year Plan and assured the cooperation of his community and the 
institutions of Imamat. 


Prince Aga Khan said his current visit to Bangladesh was to renew ties of 
long-standing friendship and added he could not wish for a "greater compli- 
ment" than hearing Gen. Ershad calling him (the Imam) "a fellow Bangladeshi." 


The spiritual leader of the Ismailia Muslims said Islam was the inspiration 
"Sor all of us and it is our common faith." Its commitment to the brotherhood 


of man guided the institutions of the Imamat in its action. 


Prince Aga Khan referred to the newly-formed Industrial Promotion and Devel- 
opment Company of Bangladesh as an example of the combined efforts IPS of 
Ismalia community is one of the four international partners of the IPDC. 


Report on 5 Jan Dinner 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 6 Jan 83 pp l, 12 


'Text] Prince Karim Aga Khan said in Dhaka on Wednesday night the internation- 
al cooperation based on inter-dependability was "crucial" for the improvement 
of the lot of the poor, especially those living in rural areas, reports BSS. 


Speaking at a dinner hosted by Foreign Minister A.R. Shams-ud-Doha he said: 
Nor can the Third World depend wholly on aid programmes for its development, 
especially not in the present recession. We must seek "other solutions" than 


to depend on the aid. 


The Aga Khan thought "every individual" in developing countries must make it 
constructive role in the society to which he belongs. ‘Indeed it is his duty 
to do su." Everyone can play such a role, he added. 


Prince Aga Khan said even the smallest progress towards improving the quality 
of life had its effects and contributes to creating the environment in which 
further progress was possible in other words the enabling environment. 


This he added was equally true on an international scale. A state which uses 

its resources in the way most beneficial to its people creates an example and 

in its foreign relationships influences other states both its immediate neigh- 
bours and the greater powers. 
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The Aga Khan said by cooperation they should build on each other's success. 
This is one area where Bangladesh's example is so important not simply ensur- 
ing that its constructive intentions are under stood abroad but in the 


efforts to translate those into progress. 


Foreign Minister Mr A.R. Shams-ud-Doha said in Dhaka on Wednesday night 
that for generations the Muslim community of the subcontinent had been in- 
spired and guided by the work and ideals of the Imam family of the Ismailia 


rhe 


[This he pointed out was befittingly reflected by the substantial contribution 
made by the Ismailia Community in “our socio-economic and political develop- 


: " 
ment. 


rhe Foreign Minister was speaking at the dinner he hosted in honour of the 
visiting Imam of the Ismailia Community Prince Karim Aga Khan and Begum Aga 
xhan at a city hotel. 


Mr Doha said, "Your humanitarian activities in the Third World in general, 
and Bangladesh in particular, have earned our deepest appreciation. "It 
will have become amply evident to you during your brief visit this time that 
the task of economic regeneration which we have undertaken carries with it, 
both in terms of quality and direction," he added. 


The Foreign Minister said Bangladesh laid great emphasis on regional coopera- 
tion as it believed that, "together, we must aim to achieve and sustain 
peace in order to translate our plans for development and self-reliance into 


reality." 


He said, "These aims constitute our principled and consistent position in the 
organisation of the Islamic Conference, the Nonaligned Movement, the Common- 
wealth and the United Nations." 


Mr Doha pointed out that Bangladesh also believed that interdependability was 
a basic requirement for international economic cooperation and that sooner 
than later, all of us on this planet of ours must put hands together to find 
the ways and means towards furthering civilisation to improve the quality of 
life as a whole, and the standard of life among the less fortunate in 


particular. 


such interdependability, the Foreign Minister said, would surely involve not 
only objective and action-oriented programmes of work globalwise, but large 
heartedness and statesmanship in international affairs on a considerably 


extended base. 


"We recognise your own great contribution in this complex and difficult pro- 
cess and gratefully acknowledge your dedicated and inspiring work,'' Mr Doha 
observed. 


. Al 


tings 


> 


[he Foreign Minister extended "warmest congratulations and sincerest gree 


7 


to both the Prince Karim Aga Khan and Begum Aga Khan for the visit to bangia- 
desh in the year of "your Silver Jubilee celebrations." 








Aga Khan at Businessmen's Luncheon 
Nhaka THE NEW NATION in English 7 Jan 83 pp l, 8 


(vext] Prince Karim Aga Khan said here yesterday the new industrial policy 
of the government was a "major step" towards creating conditions to broaden 
the base of Bangladesh's economic activity and thus bring long term benefits 
to the people, reports BSS. 


The policy simplifies procedure for private investment and offers incentives 
for higher production, he told a luncheon given by Industrial Promotion and 
Development Company (IPDC), which expected to act as the "focal point" for 
all its foreign partners in Bangladesh. 


The timing of launching of IPDC, he said, could be no more appropriate than 
now in view of the new industrial policy and hoped it would be followed by 
"a rapid assumption of active operations" for industrial development in 


c 


,angladesh. 


The Industrial Promotion Services (IPS) of Ismailia community is one of the 
four international financial institutions taking part in the IPDC which was 
launched with initial capital of 6 million US dollars, Bangladesh government 
owns 30 percent share of it. 

i said all the Imamat agencies and services sought to indentify themselves 
with the objectives of the developing countries and the aim was that the 
benefits of their performance should be recirculated within the Third World. 


The Aga Khan said the opening of the doors to private initiative could not 

be a one-sided affair, "it demand a worthwhile response from the private 
sector to the opportunities the state is offering. Enterpreneurs must be 
prepared to take this opportunity." 

He said collaboration between the developing and industrialised countries 

was essential for progress in the Third World, with private cnterprise assist- 
ing development by creating constructive partnership in which foreign and 
local expertise and resources work together. 


Referring to the economic policies being pursued in Sri Lanka, India and Burma 
and finally Bangladesh or elsewhere in the Far East, he said, the ‘same 
trend' was perceptible policy of 'pragmatism' was followed. 


The Aga Khan said, "this is a trend to acknowledge--sometimes openly, some- 
times only by implication--that it is of fundamental importance for the 
Third World to widen the spectrum of activity of creative enterprises and 
‘nitiatives for improving quality of life." 


But, he said, taking the steps to provide the necessary environment created 
and sustained and "if it is kept on course long enough, it will yield sound, 
stable and long-term benefits to the nation." 








Shafiul Azam 


The Industries and Commerce Minister, Mr Shafiul Azam yesterday expressed the 
hope that the Industrial Promotion and Development Company (IPDC) would be able 
to make significant contributions to the promotion of industrial growth in 


Bangladesh, reports BSS. 


Speaking at a luncheon hosted by IPDC in honour of the visiting Prince Karim 
Aga Khan at a city hotel, the Minister stressed on the increased foreign 
capital inflow in the country through investment channels. "Tt is in this 
context that we welcome the IPDC," he said. 


The luncheon was attended by ministers, leading businessmen and industrial- 
ists and high officials. 


Mr Azam said, continued recession in the industrialised countries had taken 
its toll in depriving the low income countries of much needed growth. The 
international aid climate, he observed, continued to stagnate and poor export 
prospects for couatries largely dependent on primary commodities were further 
aggravated by volatile exchange rates, and the rising trend of protectionism 
which was hindering access to markets of developed countries. 


The minister said that as steps towards encouraging new investments, sanction- 
ing procedures have been simplified, loan disbursement processes were 
streamlined, one-stop service was introduced, and export processing zone has 
been set up and monetary and fiscal policies were being reoriented. 


He said that private investments were permitted in banking and shipping and 
may in due course be extended to other services as well. 


Speaking on the occasion, the Executive Vice-President of the International 
Finance Corporation (IFC), Dr Hans a Wuttke said that the main objective of 
IPDC was to spearhead private sector investments be it medium or small scale 
be it through equity participations or through technical and managerial assis- 


tance. 


He said the new industrial policy of Bangladesh Government would help IPDC 
to achieve its objectives. 


Mr Wuttke pointed out that it was crucial period "for all of us simply because 
we are interdependent and what touches one country affects all others." 


He said, serious economic difficulties that once found their primary heaven 
in the developing world, were now felt equally by the most advanced nations. 


Domestic economic conditions in several countries, he observed, had opened 
the Pandoras Box of Protectionism and talk of increased trade barriers which 
were certainly not the solution and would in fact lead to the collapse of 


world trade. 
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Earlier, in his address of welcome Mr S.M. Al-Husainy, Secretary, Industries 
Division and Chairman of the IPDC, said that the Government of Bangladesh 
was the single largest shareholders of this organisation owning 30 per cent 
of its equity. 


Mr Husainy said that IPDC would seek to mobilise financing from as many 
sources as possible more particularly, from the private sector. 


The IPDC was conceived and promoted on the basis of primary objectives of 
indentifying viable investment opportunities and attracting suitable foreign 
partners with requisite know-how and capital to set up such industries in 
Bangladesh. 


Ershad Remarks at 6 Jan Dinner 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 7 Jan 83 pp 1, 8 


'Text] The Chief Martial Law Administrator, Lt. Gen. H.M. Ershad said here 
last night that Bangladesh was trying to evolve a model of developmental 
framework reflecting the basic urges and aspirations of commonman, reports 


BSS. 


Speaking at the return dinner hosted by Prince Karim Aga Khan in his honour 


at a local hotel, Gen. Ershad said, "You have seen for yourself the efforts 
that we are making to enhance the well-being of our people and improve the 


quality of life." 


The CMLA expressed his happiness at the 'keen interest' shown by the Prince 
karim Aga Khan in the endeavours that the government had undertaken in the 
recent months and said, "We are particularly gratified to know that you will 
be beside us and helping us in our tasks to build a happy and prosperous 


Bangladesh." 


che CMLA described the visit of Karim Aga Khan and Begum Aga Khan here in the 
vear of their silver jubilee as a matter of satisfaction and expressed the 
hope that there would be many more such visits in the future. 


The dinner was attended, among others, by Begum Ershad, DCMLAs--Rear Admiral 
“M.A. Khan and Air Vice Marshal Sultan Mahmud, ministers and high civil and 


sleiie 


military officials. 
A aA Khan 


ENA adds: Speaking on the occasion Prince Karim Aga Khan expressed the hope 
hat the programmes initiated by his institutions in Bangladesh will contribute 


f 
towards its progress. 


The Aga Khan said that the Industrial Promotion Services Companies (IPS) is an 
agency for economic development in the Third World countries and the Aga Khan 
Foundation acts as a catalyst in generating social programmes. 
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He said IPS has promoted industrial, financial and tourism projects in many 
countries. 


He hoped that the Industrial Development and Promotion Company (IPDC) will 
achieve the goal of investment to constructive development in Bangladesh. 


Prince Karim Aga Khan noted with satisfaction that the International Centre 
for Diarrhoeal Disease Research (ICDDR) has been able to launch field test- 
ing of its oral rehydration therapy for cholera patients with a grant from 


the Aga Khan Foundation. 


CSO: 4600/1597 











BANGLADESH 


ERSHAD SPEAKS ON IMPORTANCE OF ISLAMIC PRINCIPLES 
Nhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 30 Dec 82 pp l, 12 


[Text] The Chief Martial Law Administrator, Lt Gen H.M. Ershad said in Dhaka 
on Tuesday that the present day complicated problems could be solved by imple- 
menting the dynamic principles of Islam, reports BSS. 


[naugurating the 4th annual conference of Masjid Samaj and the first imam 
conference at the Physical Training College premises, the CMLA asserted that 
materialisation of the ideals of Islam was essential for achieving our cher- 


ished objectives. 


de said "If we can reflect the ideals of Islam in every sphere of our national 
life, only then we shall be able to fulfill the dreams and the hopes and 
aspirations of the people by achieving overall development of the country." 


The Education Minister Dr Abdul Majeed Khan and the President of Masjid Samaj 
Brigadier (Retd) Mohammad Yunus Dawan also spoke on the occasion. The inau- 
zural session was attended among others by some Ministers Zonal Martial Law 
Administrator, Zone 'A' and diplomats. 


Cen. Ershad said that the nation was now engaged in building a "new Bangla- 
desh.' Our mainstay is the firm faith in the Almighty Allah the merciful and 
on the strong determination of the nine crore people of the country,’ he 


added. 


He said that the main objective of the present government was to emancipate 
the people from poverty, exploitation and injustice by ensuring equitable 
distribution of the available resources and scopes. 


The CMLA said that Islam which is a complete code of life can provide the 
nation with a correct sense of direction to reach its cherished goal. If the 
base of the society is not strong enough, it is not possible to lead an 


honest life, he pointed out. 


He reminded the audience of their responsibilities to the society and said 
if we can implement the teachings of Islam in our day-to-day life only 
‘hen it will be easier for us to march forward towards progress and prosperity. 
Cen. Ershad reiterated that Islam as a religion will get its rightful place 
in the constitution of the country. He emphasised the need for 
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service-oriented administration dedicated to the welfare of the people as 
enunciated by Islam. In this context he recalled the administration of Haz- 


rat Omar (R). 


Referring to the days of Hazrat Abdul Quader Zilani (R) Hazrat Imam Abu 
Hanifa (R) and other Muslim scholars and scientists the CMLA said at that 
time mosques were the centres for the culture of knowledge and science. 


He said that under the changed circumstances when the government had been 
trying to involve the rural people in the development activities, the imams 
could play a vital role in this regard. The imams could make the mosques as 


centres of learning, he added. 


Gen. Ershad said that the country was being faced with various problems like 
food, clothings, population boom and illiteracy. He told the audience to 
inspire the people in their respective areas to work hard to overcome these 
problems and build a happy and prosperous Bangladesh. 


The CMLA appealed to the Imams to come forward to show the people the path of 
light, the path of self-reliance, the path of hard work, the path of working 
tor the development of the country and above all the path of honest living. 


i 


Speaking on the occasion, the Education Minister Dr. Abdul Majeed Khan, 
referred to the important role being played by the Imams in the development 
of the society and hoped that they should continue their efforts to show the 


people the path of honest living. 


He emphasized the need for religious education from childhood and said that 
the present government had taken steps to introduce religious education in the 


curricula from primary level. 


Later Gen Ershad laid the foundation stone of the multistoried building of 
the Masjid Samaj at Lalmatia. 


He also went round the different welfare projects of Masjid Samaj now being 
housed in temporary structures at the same place. 


CSO: 4600/1588 
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BANGLADESH 


ERSHAD SPEECH TO DEFENSE SCHOOL GRADUATION REPORTED 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 31 Dec 82 p l 


(Text] The Chief Martial Law Administrator, Lt. Gen. H.M. Ershad on Thursday 
called for rigorous and consistent training for laying a firm foundation for 
the future growth of the country's defence forces and development of profes- 
sionalism, reports BSS. 


He said, "In a poor country like ours, progress of the nation, rather the 
overall prosperity and stability, largely depends upon the professional effi- 
ciency and discipline of the armed forces." 


Addressing the graduation ceremony of the Defence Services Command and Staff 
College in Dhaka at Mirpur, the CMLA said that the development in the military 
field was for contributing to the maintenance of peace and stability in the 
area "we live in." : 


"Qur avowed policy in the matter of defence is to defeat aggressior, to main- 
“ain ourselves in such a state of readiness that aggression by any one is 
rendered costly if not impossible." Gen Ershad said adding: "In order to 

be able to pursue this national policy effectively, we have to develop our 
forees to the extent that become equal to this onerous responsibility." 


He said that the Liberation War saw the emergence of today's defence forces." 
Since then we have been guided by the same spirit and notwithstanding severe 
constraints, moved a long way to develop our defence forces to the present 
standard," he pointed out. 


The CMLA said that with the progress of the country, the nation have to be 
increasingly prepared to safeguard "our hard earned independence and to pro- 
tect our sovereignty, territorial integrity and economic progress." 

Gen. Ershad said that the ideology of nationalism was aimed at mobilising the 
people of Bangladesh to uphold national solidarity and integrity spontaneously 
and universally contributing towards national development. 


Keeping this task in view, he said that the Armed Forces would have to play a 
major in its classical military role and also from nucleus for nationwide 
seople oriented resistance to make every home of Bangladesh a fort and every 


citizen a soldier. 
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The CMLA quoted a proverb “if you want peace, train for war" and said that 
the strategic location of Bangladesh in this area would demand her to play 
increasingly important role in the maintenance of peace and stability in the 


region, 


Cen. Ershad said, if we are strong enough we would be able to maintain our 
nonaligned character protect our interests and contribute significantly to 
the stability and progress of this region. ‘As a developing country we need 
tranquillity and not turmoil to ensure sustenance of economic growth' 

he said adding: 'need for potent and balanced defence forces is therefore 


essential to help achieve these national goals." 


He congratulated the graduating officers and called upon them to be constantly 
alive to our limitations as well as the need to overcome it by sound profes- 
sionalism. He also thanked the overseas officers from friendly countries who 


have been graduated from this institution. 


3esides Bangladesh the seventh army staff course first naval staff course and 
third air staff course were participated by officers from Sri Lanka, Malaysia, 
furkey, Iraq, Kuwait, Nepal, Saudi Arabia, USA, Zambia, Indonesia and Kenya. 


Earlier the CMLA distributed certificates and college crest to 44 graduates 
of army naval and air staff courses. 


The function was attended among others by the DCMLA's Rear Admiral M.A. Khan 
and Air Vice Marshal Sultan Mahmud Ministers ZMLA's and high military and 


civil officials. 


CSO: 4600/1589 


38 











BANGLADESH 


MINISTER TELLS PLANS TO EXPAND EASTERN REFINERY 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 31 Dec 82 pl 


[Text] The DCMLA and Minister for Energy and Mineral Resources, Air Vice- 
Marshal Sultan Mahmud disclosed here today that a technical-economic study 
had been undertaken with the cooperation of the World Bank to assess the eco- 
nomic potentiality for increasing the capacity of the Eastern Refinery Limi- 
ted (ERL) adding secondary processing facilities, reports BSS. 


Addressing the officials after visitng the ERL the DCMLA said that a naptha 
splitter would be added for increasing the quantity of HSD (High Speed 
Diesel). 


He said that a metrox unit for improving quality of LPG vice-breaker and hydro- 
cracker for increasing the middle distilletes from the available surplus fuel 


oil would also be added. 


The DCMLA said that a number of steps had been taken to use natural gas for 
the furnace of the Refinery from December next year. 


\ir Vice-Marshal Mahmud said that the Refinery had the production capacity of 
5000 tons LPG annually. With the completion of revamping work production of 
|PG would increase by 15,000 tons per year he added. 


He said that this would enable us to market LPG sylinders in the rural areas 
including the energy deficit areas in the northern and western parts of the 
country as more viable substitute of kerosene. 


rhe DCMLA informed that completing the revamping work a substantial amount of 
foreign exchange which was being spent for importing of deficit middle dis- 
tillates, would also be saved. 


4e also informed that measures had already been taken to equip the technical 
personnel with requisite training to run the refinery more efficiently. In 

addition to that he said steps were underway to recast Board of Directors of 
the ERL so as to use the full capacity of the refinery for the total economic 


well being of the country. 


[The Refinery went into operation on December 23 after completion of revamping 
work. This work was done at a cost of Taka 95 lakh which will help save 


Taka two crore per year. 











rhe effective processing capacity of the Refinery would increase from 1.2 
million tons per year to 1.4 million tons. The designed capacity of this 
refinery is 1.5 million tons per year. 


Since its commissioning in 1968 no major overhauling was done and as a result 
the overall efficiency declined significantly. The work of overhauling of the 
refinery started last October and completed as per schedule. 


Later, Air Vice Marshal Sultan Mahmud laid the foundationstone of Abur Khil 
Welfare Association building at Rawjan. 


CSO: 4600/1589 














BANGLADESH 


PAPER REPORTS 'BICHITRA' INTERVIEW WITH ERSHAD 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 6 Jan 83 p l 


[Text] Chief Martial Law Administrator Lt. Gen. H.M. Ershad has said that 


here would not be any interim government before the elections. 


Asked by weekly BICHITRA in an exhaustive interview being published today, 
Cen. Ershad said: I don't think it has any necessity. 


Cen. Ershad said that the question of allowing political activities would be 
considered after the Zilla Parishad election likely to be held in 1984. 
election to Thana Parishad will be held in August of 1983. 


The General was asked that two events could take place in post August 83. 
One is to be the appearance of Gen. Ershad as a political personality and 
the other being the return of the Armed Forces to the barracks. 


Cen. Ershad said that the question of return of the Armed Forces to the barrack 
should not be raised in such a way as the term "barrack" was associated with 


imperialistic mentality. 
"we want to work with the people," Gen. Ershad said. 


Asked if there would be any effort from among the Armed Forces either based on 
an individual or a group to fill the political vacuum now prevailing in the 
sountry owing as some say for vacancy in political leadership, the General 
held past unimaginative political activities as responsible for such vacuum. 


Agreeing that there was political vacuum in the country, the CMLA regretted that 
the great misfortune of this country was that the politics of the country got 
detracted from its objectives which were the welfare of the people. 


Another possibility, Gen Ershad said, could be a bicameral legislature with 
the upper house composed of the representatives from various professions includ- 
ine the Armed Forces. This meant that there would not be any scope for discon- 


tent and everybody would be happy if there was their representation. 


"put I am thinking only I have not taken the final decision," he said. 


\) 
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Political Philosophy 


Asked about the political philosophy of the Government, Gen. Ershad said that 
1is Government was nonpolitical for which it was difficult to give any philoso- 


so soon. Particularly because the country had to face many turbulent situ- 


-ion in the past for lack of such philosophy. 
4e declared that the Armed Forces were part and parcel of the people and be- 
lieved in democratic values. We, therefore, must tread carefully so that the 
past mistakes were not repeated. Unless a system, an institution and manage- 
nent were properly developed it was difficult to give a politicai philosophy. 


are thinking about them and the process will start from the villages, he 


Ae 


+3 
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en. Ershad who was adjudged as the most discussed man that the election to 
[Thana Parishad would be based only on one philosophy which was to unite the 


people for economic development. 


He was hopeful that people would elect the honest men to Thana Parishad con- 


sidering their past experience. 


— 


g that Martial Law was temporary he said that the power would be 
Cc 


Reiterating 
inded over to the civilian government after the tasks set forth before th 


by 
al 


oresent government had been accomplished. 


~~ & 


The General referred to his Victory Day speech in which he laid down the 


tasks ahead. 
People--First and Last Word 


He thought that the foundation of democracy in the country could be strong 


through selfless politics. He would think over it in time so that such a poli- 


tical process could start! 


The General said that the days of politics for the sake politics had ended. 
He thought that no political force without any face among the people or any 
power axis would be able to obstruct the construction of the promised self- 
reliant society. 

"We believe people are the first and last word in a nation's life. We would 
reposed on us by putting the nation on 


fulfill the historic responsibility 


the correct economic and political course. 


Foreign Policy 


Gen Ershad denied that Bangladesh had stratified its relationship with foreign 
"Wwe want friendship with all including the neighbours besides we 
Saudi Arabia is the 


[They can claim special 


countries. we 
would have natural friendship with the Muslim countries. 
f Holy Kaaba and provided US economic help. 


a a + Wy a ~~ 
protector O: 











relationship. Being the leader of the Muslim world they are our source of 


‘ ° e ' 
inspiration.’ 


‘nina is a powerful friend who always stand by its friend he said. 
said corrupt practices and wastages had been checked in many cases and 
<amples of savings in fuel worth 14.13 crore Taka. 


a oa 
LCatltu 


reiterated that his Government did not believe in witchhunting but con- 


tle 


iemned and hated all anti-social activities. 


On economic turn-about, he said the projected development by November was 
not possible for a number of reasons on which the Government had no control. 
But an improvement was noticeable since December last. 


out the food production and possibility of investing all targetted 
he hoped that the growth rate would be about 
But last year it was only 9 per 


Pointing 

raka 2700 crore during the year. 
per cent against the target of 6 per cent. 

cent. This was certainly good, he said. 

‘1 disinvestment of newspapers, Gen. Ershad said that it was part of the over- 

111 policy relating to disinvestment. 


of handing over those government newspapers which belonged to 


stio 
National Press Trust of Pakistan to unit trust would be reviewed. 


1 7 ' ay . 
People s Expectation 


Cen. Ershad said that one could understand if one was liked by the people 
e people. Dhaka city could not be 


when one mingles with the majority of th 

the yardstick of assessing popularity. In Dhaka there were various opinions, 
often self-contradictory. I am militaryman and not a politician. It would 
different matter if and when I participate in politics. But I do not 
popularity in urban areas as the real yardstick. I am popular among 
who are looking towards us with a lot of expectations. 


pe a 
consider 
the people 
tted if the measures which we 
We are 


t er 


We hopeful that the country would be benefi 
nave taken for solution of the identified problems are implemented. 


peful we would be able to accomplish the job," he said. 


are 
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BANGLADESH 


ENERGY MINISTER TELLS PLANS FOR RURAL ELECTRIFICATION 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 7 Jan 83 pp l, 8 


[Text] Kashinathpur (Pabna) Jan. 6--The DCMLA and Minister for Energy and 
Mineral Resources Air Vice-Marshal Sultan Mahmud said that a massive programme 
had been undertaken to implement the rural electrification work by 1995. 


He was speaking at the energization ceremony of Pabna Rural Electrification 
Society (Palli Bidyut Samity)--2 at Kashinathpur at Pabna today. The DCMLA 
said that a sum of Taka three thousand crores would be needed to erect ninety 
chousand miles of power distribution line substations and other necessary 
works. And this scheme will be executed in five phases he said. 


.e DCMLA mentioned that we have already received foreign assistance to the 
tune of Taka 400 crore for the implementation of first and second phase works 
of rural electrification. Arrangements are under way to procure foreign ex- 
change for the works of third phase. 


| 
if} 


The Air Vice-Marshal said that rural electrification programmes have been 
drawn up in the country on area basis and 13 rural electrification societies 
have so far been formed in the country. 


Besides work in 50 police station is in progress he said, Air Vice-Marshal 

Sultan Mahmud remarked that power has been given to 2,24,455 rural families 
900 big and small industrial factories, two thousands power pumps, and five 
hundred other consumers through twelve rural electrification societies till 


Y } 2) 
December 1982 e 


The DCMLA observed that the rural people are now aware of the utility of power 
than in the past. He added that in the recent year power has been supplied 

to 84.973 families and about four thousands miles power distribution lines 

have also been erected during the period he said. The Minister for Energy and 
Mineral Resources said that during the current year beginning from January-June 
Paka 142 crore and 19 lakh will be available from USAID and Finland for the 
implementation of the second phase scheme. This amount includes foreign ex- 
change component of Taka 91 crore 3 lakh. Besides an agreement was also signed 


with World Bank and Asian Development Bank he added. 


The DCMLA remarked that power supply could not be ensured due to pursuing 
wrong policy in the past. He said that power supply capacity of the generators 
run by Power Development Board should be increased from 650 megawatt to 800 


megyawatt. 











He also mentioned that the number of diesel run generators in 85 stations in 
the country is 323 and out of those 118 generators are in operation, he said. 


JCMLA asserted that East-West Inter-Connector system has already started 
inctioning on experimental basis and as a result, the demand of power for 
5 Pp P 
the people of the western region would be met. Power Development Board has 


me ie 


already taken up scheme to supply power to the upgraded thanas. 


Air Vice-Marshal Sultam Mahmud said that in order to improve the socioeconomic 
condition of the villages, Government has already taken up some major steps 
for the decentralisation of administration. The rural electrification scheme 


is one of the major steps for accelerating the pace of development of the 
nation, he remarked. 


The function was also addressed by Mr Carl W. Schmidt Charge d'affaires, Amer- 
ican Embassy in Dhaka, Brig. Sabihuddin Ahmed, Mr Abdud Davan, president, Pab- 
na Rural Electrification Society-2. 


Mr Schmidt said America contributed 90 million dollars towards the programme 
which was aimed at encouraging transfer of technology and promote business 

enterprise in Bangladesh. He said by 1986, the REB with the support of U.S. 
d would be able to train 30,000 Bangladeshis to carry out rural electrifi- 


cation programme. 


Brig. Sabihuddin Ahmed said compared to four lakh domestic connections, 

PDB made over the years, REB in just over two years was able to give more than 
one lakh domestic connections. He said the productive use of electricity in 
rural areas was about 48 per cent, much higher than anticipated. Emphasising 
planning for total electrification, Brig. Ahmed said proper use of electricity 


could bring enormous benefit to the rural folk and the country at large. 
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BANGLADESH 


PANEL ON DHAKA CAMPUS INCIDENTS REPORTS TO GOVERNMENT 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 30 Dec 82 pp l, 12 


[Text] The 3-member Enquiry Committee on Dhaka University campus incidents 
has stressed the need for communication and cooperation between the Univer- 
sity authorities and the law enforcing agencies to curb recurrence of such 
incidents as those which took place in the campus on November 8 this year, 


reports BSS. 


In its report submitted to the Government, the Committee headed by Mr Justice 
Chowdhury A.T.M. Masud, Judge Appellate Division of the Supreme Court, said 
that the incidents of November 8 could have been avoided if proper liaison 
was maintained with the University authorities giving them advance informa- 
tion regarding possible breach of peace and order in the campus and seeking 
their cooperation. On some previous occasions this was done with good re- 
sults, the report mentioned. 


To facilitate such liaison, "the Committee is convinced of the urgent neces- 
sity to upgrade the present Nilkhet outpost into a full-fledged police sta- 
tion under an Assistant Commissioner of Police whose primary responsibility 
will be to maintain close touch with the University authorities." 


The Committee, however, suggested that the proposed police station should be 
housed in a decent building and situated at a better place at the present lo- 
cation of Nilkhet outpost would not be suitable for the purpose because of its 
very close proximity to the University. The police station would have the 
entire University areas including Dhaka Medical College and BUET under its 
jurisdiction. 


The Committee also considered the possibility of creating ‘campus police’ 
calling the idea to be still nebulous requiring further study. 


The Committee felt that the students as future leaders and statesmen of the 
country, would no doubt keep themselves abreast of the country's problems and 
affairs, but that should not stand in the way of pursuing their studies and 
maintaining healthy academic atmosphere in the University campus. The Com- 
mittee, therefore opened that the existing rules and regulation governing 
the functioning of student's organisation should be reviewed. 











The Enquiry Committee which also comprised Dr Imazuddin Ahmad, Proctor Dhaka 
University and Mr Mahmood Aminul Islam Joint Secretary Education Division as 
its members found that most of the student organisations in the University 
had atfiliations with political parties. This the Committee observed had 

i as a consequence of the political parties regulation 1976 which pro- 
vided for tront organisations of political parties such affiliations are 
likely to hinder independent activities of students’ organisations and is 
not conducive to the campus discipline. 


fhe Committee felt that the students who would shape the future of the coun- 
try were emotional idealistic and impulsive in their behaviour. But they al- 
wavs enjoyed a special place in the community. Some allowance may, there- 

, de given to this fact so long as they remain within reasonable limit 
and do not interfere with maintenance of law and order. 


The recommendations of the Committee are 1) the Committee feels that the in- 
cidents on the 8th November would not have taken such a deteriorating turn had 


L « 


the DMP kept the University authorities duly informed about the intention of 


section of the students to violate Martial Law Order by holding procession and 
meeting in the University premises. On some previous occasions this was 

done with good results. It is, therefore recommended that the Metropoli- 

tan Police should invariably pass on the University authorities advance infor- 


nation regarding possible breach of peace and order in the campus and seek 
their cooperation. 


|i) lhe representatives of students’ organisations examined by the Committee 
‘rted their right to assemble and hold meetings on different issues within 
© “niversity building and compound land claimed immunity from police inter- 
ference tor such action. They, however, stated that if the police enter the 
“niversity premises, to arrest any criminal or anti-social element for any 
‘cific offence, they will cooperate with police, when police comes after 
prior communication with the University authorities. 
ommittee feels that the students who shape the future of a country but 
emotional, idealistic and impulsive in their behaviour have always em- 
2 special place inthe community. Some allowance may therefore be given 
; fact so long they remain within reasonable limit and do not interfere 
with maintenance of law and order. 


‘uzzestion was made before the Committee to create ‘campus police' for 
| i1ining close liaison between the University authorities and the law en- 
forcing agencies. This will allow timely exchange of information and make it 

ssible to take preventive action on matters affecting campus discipline or 


other law and order situation. 


dhile the concept of ‘campus police’ is something still nebulous and needs 
further study, the Committee is convinced of the urgent necessity to up- 

zrade the present Nilkhet outpost into a full fledged police station under 

an Assistant Commissioner of police, whose primary responsibility will be to 
naintain close touch with the University authorities. It will have the entire 
niversity area including Dhaka Medical College and BUET under its jurisdic- 
tion 8ecause of its very close proximity to the University the present 
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location of Nilkhet outpost would not be suitable for the proposed police 
station. It should be situated in a better place and housed in a decent 
building. The staff should be carefully selected and trained so as to be 
able to deal with the student-teacher community. 


I\ The frequent deployment of police pickets in University area on stand-by 
duty should be avoided as this serves as a standing provocation to the stu- 
dents. The police reinforcement can always be called from the control room 


situated nearby. 


} 


V) Effective steps should be taken to divert students' interest in political 
activities to other spheres like sports social service and cultural activities. 
Facilities should be provided to students so that they may feel interested in 
participating in healthy extra academic activities. 


VI) From the nature of slogans raised in the processions it appears that a 
feeling of frustration prevails amongst students probably in apprehension of 
their uncertain future which lures them to a particular type of slogan. Sense 
of frustration that is being noticed amongst unemployed educated youths has 
also its effect on the present generation of students. New avenues of employ- 
ment should be opened for the educated youths. 


VII) The Committee has come to learn that most of the student organisations 
in the University have got affiliations with political parties. This has hap- 
pened as a consequence of the political parties regulation 1976 which provided 
for front organisations of political parties. Such affiliation is likely to 
hinder independent activities of students' organisations and this is also 

not conducive to campus discipline. As future leaders and statemen of the coun- 
try the students no doubt keep them abreast of che country's problems and 
affairs but that should not stand in the way of pursuing their studies and 


maintaining healthy academic atmospheres in the University campus. 


The Committee is therefore of opinion that the existing rules and regulations 
governing the functioning of students' organisations should be reviewed. 


CSO: 4600/1588 
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BANGLADESH 


GOVERNMENT WARNS VIOLATORS OF CAMPUS PEACE 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 10 Jan 83 ppl, 16 


Text The Government in a Press Note Sunday night warned the anti-people and 
anti-social elements that serious actions would be taken against those who 
were found in vitiating the academic atmosphere in the Dhaka University campus, 
reports BSS. 


The Press Note said the Government has been viewing with great concern the 
anti-people and anti-social developments that are taking place in the Dhaka 


University campus since November last. 


[t has been seen that some students instigated by vested quarters are not only 
vitiating the academic atmosphere but deliberately attempting to disrupt the 
normal life and endangering peace in the campus area. 


1 


There are reports of unlawful meetings of political nature, at times addressed 
by political leaders super-unprecedented distribution of objectionable leaf- 
lets and posters violence, hijacking use of arms and indulges anti-social 
activities in the campus area. 


Threats have also been meted out to innocent students and teachers open decla- 
-tion of bringing out procession by violating laws in force and desperate 
preparation to seige Secretariat building have been planned. 


yy 


1 


versity authorities and the government initially took the tolerant 


The ini 

ew of the whole thing and exercised utmost restraint. Sincere efforts were 
made by university authorities including the highest authorities to restore 
normalcy through discussion in free and frank manner. 


2.t the adamant and intransigent attitude of some sections of students 
sabotaged all the sincere efforts. 


In order to ensure safety and security of peace-loving citizens and to restore 
the congenial atmosphere in the university campus it is no more possible for 
covernment to allow anti-people and anti-social activities to continue. 
vernment therefore wants to make it clear that it will go all out to 

the situation which is deteriorating beyond all proportions. 


rt 
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deal with 
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Anvbody found violating Martial Law and resorting to any activities detri- 
mental to peace and stability at a time when serious efforts are being made 
by the government to improve the socio-economic condition of the teeming 
millions and restore the country's image in and outside the world will be 
seriously dealt with. 


The government warns these misguided elements to shun the destructive path 
otnerwise they will face the serious consequences. 


CSO: 4600/1602 
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FOREIGN MINISTRY POSTS REDESIGNATED; NEW AMBASSADORS 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 3 Jan 83 p l 


[Text] The Government has designated two Additional Foreign Secretaries and 
eight Directors-General of the Foreign Ministry as ambassadors to bring it in 
line with the practice followed in most of the countries, a Foreign Office 
spokesman said in Dnaka Sunday, reports BSS. 


The decision, which is effective from January 1 has been taken in view of the 
"oature of work in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and to bring the organisa- 
tion of the Ministry in line with the existing system in most countries of 
the world," the spokesman added. 


As part of the reorganisation of the Foreign Ministry, it had been decided 
some time ago to redesignate the two posts of Additional Foreign Secretaries 
and eight posts of Directors-General at the headquarteis as ambassadors with 
4 view to fulfilling the functional requirements of these posts. 


rhe officers who have been designated as ambassadors are Additional Foreign 
Secretaries, Mr Abul Ahsan and Mr Reaz Rahman, and Director-General Syed 
Mahmud Hussain, Mr A.S.M. Khairul Anam; Mr Waliur Rahman, Mr C.M. Shafi Sami, 
Mr Abdul Momen Choudhury, Brig.A.H.M. Abdul Momen (chief of protocol), 

Mr Mahbubul Alam and Mr Anwar Hashim. 


CSO: 4600/1592 











BANGLADESH 


OPERATION OF LANDED PROPERTY INFORMATION SUSPENDED 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 3 Jan 83 pl 


[Text] The Government on Sunday suspended the operation of its decision 
requiring submission of information on landed property to avoid "misunder- 
standing" reports BSS. 


A Government Press Note however said anyone willing to volunteer such informa- 
tion could do so. The step was taken in view of attempts by certain quarters 


to create misunderstanding. 


The Picss Note said: The Government noticed that certain quarters are trying 
to create misunderstanding among the people by giving wrong and motivated 
explanation on information sought by it on landed property. 


The Government wants to make it clear that the objectives behind seeking in- 
formation on landed property are as follows: 


A) To know the total area of landed property on the basis of a family to fix 
proper taxation 


8) To assess quantum of revenue earning on the landed property for its in- 
corporation in the annual budget. 


C) Besides determining tax on land development and repayment it would also 
be necessary for other purposes such as providing agricultural loans and 
other inputs and on broad terms helping overall farm management. 


However in the interest of avoiding even slightest misunderstanding between 
the Government and the people the Government suspended the operation of its 
decision requiring submission of the information on landed properties. If 
anyone willing to volunteer such information in his own interest he could do 


SO. 


CSO: 4600/1593 
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Electoral Commission Press Release 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 1 Jan 83 ppl, 3 


[Text] The Election Commission announced on Friday its arrangements for the 
preparation of electoral rolls following the promulgation of the Electoral 
Rolls Ordinance, 1982 by the Chief Martial Law Administrator on Thursday. 


The Electoral Rolls Ordinance provides for the preparation of electoral rolls 
for the purpose of election to different local bodies by the end of 1983. 


\ Press release of the Election Commission issued in Dhaka on Friday said that 

there would be approximately 83 registration officers, 784 assistant registra- 

tion officers, 87053 enumerators and 21,775 supervisors throughout the country 

for the preparation of electoral rolls. The enumerators shall go for house-to- 
house visit to enroll the names of eligible voters of their respective areas 

in the electoral roll. The supervisor shall also check and verify the work of 

the enumerators by going to each house visited by the enumerators. 


A person shall be entitled to be enrolled on the electoral rolls for an elec- 
toral area if he/she (a) is a citizen of Bangladesh, (b) is not less than 18 

vears of age (c) does not stand declared by competent court to be of unsound 

mind and (d) is or is deemed to be a resident of that electoral area, the 


Press release adds. 


(nder the Electoral Rolls Ordinance, 1982 the local bodies means Union Pari- 
shads, Thana Parishads, Zilla Parishads, Pourashavas and Municipal Corpora- 
tions and electoral area stands for a village in the case of a rural area and 
a mahalla or street in the case of an urban area. 


The preparation of electoral rolls shall be done by the overall supervision, 
suidance directive and control of the Election Commission. The Commission 
for this purpose shall appoint a registration officer tor each electoral area 
ind also appoint as many assistant registration officers as may be necessary 
and the same person may be appointed as registration officer or assistant re- 
zistration officer for two or more electoral areas. 


The Election Commission will announce the programme for electoral rolls prepa- 
ration shortly the Press release adds. Immediately after the announcement of 
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the programme, the Commission will hold a conference with the Sub-Divisional 
Officers who are the registration officers. The enumerators and the supervi- 
sors will also have a thorough training prior to the beginning of the enroll- 


ment exercise. 


Laims objections and corrections shall be invited from the members of the 
nsublic concerned after the publication of the draft electoral roll on a spe- 
cific date. The final electoral rolls shall be published after the disposal 
of the claims and objections. 


Registration Officers Appointed 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 3 Jan 83 p 1 


rext] The Election Commission in a gazette notification issued on Sunday 
appointed 83 Subdivisional Election Officers to act as Registration Officers 
for the purpose of preparation of electoral rolls to be prepared under the 
klectoral Rolls Ordinance 1982 and the Electoral Rolls Rules 1982. Besides 
784 thana level officers selected from amongst Circle Officers Thana Educa- 
tion Officers, Project Implementation Officers, Thana Livestock Officers, 
Thana Cooperative Officers, etc., were appointed as the Assistant Registra- 


tion Officers. 


[The Registration Officers will be assisted in their work by the assistant 
Registration Officers. The appointment of the Registration Officers and the 
Assistant Registration Officers will be followed by the appointment of the 
‘numerators and supervisors. The Registration Officers will appoint the 
‘numerators and supervisors. 


- 


ra 


rhe enumerators shall be selected from amongst the teachers of primary schools, 
clerks/assistants of government semi-government offices and also from the 
autonomous bodies retired but active government servants and well reputed 
seople of the locality not involved in politics says a Press release of the 
Flection Commission. 


rhe supervisors shall be appointed from amongst the teachers of high schools, 
headmasters of primary schools, senior clerks of government, semi-government 
autonomous bodies and teachers of government schools. 


Chief Commissioner's Appeal 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 4 Jan 83 pp l, 8 


[Text] The Chief Election Commissioner, Mr Justice A.K.M. Nurul Islam, on 
Monday night called upon the people to extend full cooperation to all con- 
cerned who are engaged in the preparation of electoral rolls, reports BSS. 


Announcing the programme for preparation on electoral rolls, which begins on 
January 28, over Radio and Television he said, publication of draft electoral 
rolls has been set on March 28 and the last date for filing claims and obdjec- 
tions on draft electoral rolls fixed at April 12. 








‘© last date for disposal of claims and objections by the revising authority 
ill be May 3 and the last date for incorporation of decisions of the revising 
ctions in the draft electoral rolls has been 


uthorities on claims and obje 
the final electoral rolls will be published 


yn Mav 23, he said adding, 


in August 5. 


“Mr Justice Islam said, the Government was keen to build up a democratic 
district, and ultimately to national 


process from union level to thana, 
| would be used in each and every 


electoral rolls, he pointed out, 


, ere? 
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yhase of these elections. 


he Chief Election Commissioner said that the new electoral roll had a "poig- 
"ure have to prepare, correct and accurate electoral 


sant significance" and we 
-ol] which can earn confidence and respect of the country and the nation.” 


that after the Promulgation of Electoral Rolls Ordinance, 1982 by the 


ained busy with other works including the appointment 


MTA. the Commission rem 
istant registration officers and announcement of 


registration officers, ass 
for preparation of electoral rolls. 
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-+ion Commission, he added, had to frame the schedule carefully to 
‘n the working of the programme at any stage. 
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woid anv error 


little over six months would be required from 


{rr Justice [slam said that a 
publication of electoral rolls. 


the enumeration to the final 


sain task of preparation of electoral rolls rests on the registration 
‘cers, he said adding, the Election Commission had already appointed 83 
‘sional election officers as registration officers and 784 assistant 


wui va 


it 1 of 87,053 enumerators would collect names and 
-r particulars of the eligible voters by house-to-house visits. The 
verators would be checked by 21,775 supervisors. 


pointed out that a tota 


isits of the enun 


"rhe electoral rolls will be prepared for each electoral 


Islam said, 
1 area and a mohalfa or a street in the urban area 


A village in a rura 
ye considered as an electoral area. 


"Name - all those in an electoral area shall be enrolled in the electoral 
of Bangladesh, 18 years and above of age on lst Jan- 
1983, are not declared as of unsound mind by a competent court and are 
‘4 to be resident in that electoral are," he added. 


) are citizens 


Election Commissioner appealed to all to remain alert "so that your 
the electoral roll if you are eligible to be a voter and 
to those who shall be engaged in preparation 


is included in 
ro render every assistance 
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ectoral rolls or is errone- 
is not correct, please 


"-. case your name is left out of the el 
information against your name 
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n't forget to file your claim or objection within 15 days of the publication 
the draft electoral rolls." 


istice Islam said, "The Election Commission has evolved various forms for 
reparation of the electoral rolls. The enumerators shall collect names and 
ther particulars of the eligible voters in form-ll. Names of the male 

‘oters shall be written first in the form and names of the female voters shall 


"! 
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he form, he added "must be signed or thumb impressed by the head of 
imily or any member of the family below the list of the names of all eligi- 
e voters have been written." He urged all to note that the "enumerators do 
not have to visit your house more than once. Many persons in government 

services or holding public offices reside in areas other than their own electoral 
areas. If they wish to be voters in the area where they are serving they 

Juld have to apply in form III. The same as applicable to their wives also.’ 


! 


he Chief Election Commissioner said "claims for inclusion of names in the 
7 


draft electoral rolls shall be in form IV and for objections to any entry 
form V shall have to be used. If any particular in any entry in the 
lectoral roll is not correct about any person, he shall have to apply in 
Claims and objections are to be filed in the names of the revising 
.uthorities. Thev can be filed with the registration officers and assistant 
registration officers also. It is noteworthy here that all these forms have 
evolved to ensure correct and accurate electoral rolls. In using these 
‘rms, the person concerned must be watchful." 


od 
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lustice Islam said, “it is through elections, your civic and democratic 

rights are reflected. To make the election meaningful, entry of your name 

in the electoral roll is a very vital precondition." 

"We shall make effort in all possible manners to ensure enrollment of al] 
ligible voters in the electoral rolls. But the success largely depends upon 
‘ur active cooperation and help. I earnestly hope to have your maximum 


L 
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soperation to make this important task a real success.’ 


“SO: 4600/1592 
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MINISTER TELLS OBJECTIVES OF FOOD PROCUREMENT DRIVE 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 6 Jan 83 pp 1, 12 


‘Text ] The Minister for Food Air Vice-Marshal (Retd) A.G. Mahmud said in 
haka on Wednesday that the main objectives behind the internal food procure- 


ment drive of the Government is to ensure fair price to the farmers for their 


products. 


a ne to BSS in Dhaka the Minister said that the Government procurement 
.ntres throughout the country are purchasing foodgrains regularly and the 
of paddy have been stabilised because of the procurement support. 


the policies of the Government he said that the objectives of the 
‘vernment food procurement have been achieved as the farmers according to 
reports are getting their due prices in every parts of the country. 


> 


Fxplaining 


is attention was drawn to the reports in a section of the Press about 
the "failures" of the procurement drive Air Vice-Marshal (Retd) Mahmud said 
that the reports are not correct as they have not understood the policy 
1imed at providing price support to the farmers. 


‘ice Marshal (Retd) Mahmud said that 825 centres throughout the country 
procured 80 thousand tons of rice so far. He also pointed out that out 
‘he total centres 27 are mobile which were never introduced in the past. 
eferrine to the higher price of paddy in the open market than the procurement 
some parts of the country the Minister explained that it means that 
nt purchasing centres are active to ensure fair price to the 
; other objective of the drive the Minister added was to see that 
he farmers are not harassed by the middlemen. 
¥: that the Government is well aware of the food situation of the country 
| it is not a fact that there would be scarcity of food if the target of the 
rement is not fulfilled. The government food procurement the Minister 
-ontinuous and round the year process which is purely voluntary 


i ine 1 is a 
r budgetary arrangement. 
sut. external procurement Air Vice-Marshal (Retd) Mahmud said that the Govern- 
nt has so far procured 12 lakh tons of foodgrains from abroad while it was 


.50 lakh tons last year. He said that the Government is quite alert to 
ir distribution of foodgrains by procuring from abroad and would 
to meet the requirements of the country until attain- 


ensure regul. 
leave no stone unturned 
ing self-sufficiency in food. 


SO: 4600/1598 











“MEETING OF PRESS CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE REPORTED 


BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 10 Jan 83 pp 1, 16 


Jnaka THE 


Text] Information Minister Syed Naimuddin Hashim on Sunday underscored the 
for a free and responsible Press in the country reports BSS. 
The Press, te pointed out, should be responsive to the real needs of the coun- 


try and the people. 


idressing the first meeting of the reconstituted Bangladesh Press Consultative 
Committee in Dhaka the Minister said a well-informed Press could promote and 
ustain healthy journalism in the country. This objective he maintained coul 
ichieved by exchange of views between the government and the media through 
as the Bangladesh Press Consultative Committee. 
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he Minister depreciated sensational journalism or rush for print of any story 
Press without proper verification with the source and emphasised that flow 


information should be in the true interest of the country. 


lining government policies the Minister said that the present government 
elieved in a free Press. The government has formulated new advertisement 
to ensure equitable distribution of advertisements to all places-- 
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and other urban areas of the country. 
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'n view of the large number of newspapers and periodicals he said, t 
oresently a freeze on bringing out new publications, but after review this 
assured new newspapers would be granted declaration on 


These hard policies, he added, had been taken up in cor- 
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sultation with all concerned agencies. 


[The meeting was also addressed by the Information Secretary Mr A.B.M. Ghulam 
Mostafa and Home Secretary Mr Khorshed Anwar. The Z5-member Bangladesh Press 
nsultative Committee is headed by the Information Minister. Other members 
include Information and Home Secretaries Editors of leading daily newspaper 
~ Dhaka Managing Directors of two national news agencies and editors of two 
ily newspaper o1 Chittagong and Khulma. 
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Information Secretary Mr A.B.M. Ghulam Mostafa stressed that the Press should 


both responsible as well as responsive. The newspapers, he 


said should 








sublish stories after proper analysis and verification. He hoped greater 
‘aison could be established with constant exchange of views between the 
vernment and the press. 


Secretary, Mr Khorshed Anwar hoped that with frequent exchange of views 
forum like this would create greater understanding between the government 
and tne press. 


SO: 4600/1602 
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[IRANIAN TRADE DELEGATION HEAD TALKS TO PRESS 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 10 Jan 83 p l 


Text] Iran will supply Bangladesh one lakh tons of crude, the visiting 


[ranian Vice-Minister for Commerce Mr Majid Hedayet Zadeh said in Dhaka on 


Sundav, reports BSS. 


d newsmen at the State Guest House after signing an agreed minutes with 
Bangladesh, that Tehran has agreed to provide Dhaka with this quntum (one lakh 
yn) of crude "according to Islamic condition" a reference to special treat- 


Mr A.F.M. Ehsanul Kabir, Secretary, Commerce and Mr M.H. Zadeh signed the 


igreed minutes on behalf of their respective Governments to ‘further activate 
the two-way trade and economic cooperation’ between the two countries. 


“ir Zadeh who led the nine member Iranian trade delegation said that it was 


the "first high-powered trade delegation" to visit Bangladesh after the Islamic 

Revolution. 

rhe delegation arrived in Dhaka on Wednesday on five-day visit to "explore 

possible fields of cooperation and study prospects of expansion of trade 
lations'' with Bangladesh. 

‘xpressing his satisfaction at the discussions held with ministers and high 

\fficials, the delegation leader said "I am optimistic about the prospect of 


1 " 


ation with the brotherly Islamic country--Bangladesh. 
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cording to the agreed minutes, Iran will consider increased import of jute 


ind jute goods, tea, newsprint, spices and others from Bangladesh. Besides 

crude petroleum Bangladesh would like to import aluminum, ingots, sulphur 

and vehicles like bus and truck from Iran. 

‘'r Zadeh said thev had "fruitful discussion" on Islamic Common Market with 

sanzladesh leaders. He said as a policy, Iran would always give top priority 
fer 


tions with any Muslim country and added his country would pre 
te goods from Bangladesh to meet all their needs. 
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nave raw jute and jute 











to a question, the Minister said "Although there is no ceiling’ 
mutual benefit. 


; would strive to expand it as far as possible tor 


said he has invited a high-powered Bangladeshi trade delegation to v1 


to promote trade ties. 


oe 
mat 


which was here on the first leg of a three-nation tour to study 
furthering mutual economic and trade cooperation left in the 
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evening for Bangkok enroute to Malaysia. 
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“MiJIB'S DAUGHTER PRESIDES AT HOMECOMING ANNIVERSARY 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 11 Jan 83 pp 1, 8 


‘Text] Awami League chief Sheikh Hasina Wazed reiterated that her party would 
fight for the rehabilitation of the ideals of "Bangabandhu" Sheikh Mujibur 
ahman, reports ENA. 

she was presiding over a discussion commemorating the eleventh anniversary of 
sheikh Mujib's homecoming from Pakistan's jail after the liberation of 
sangladesh at Bangabandhu's residence here. 


Sheikh Hasina recalled that her father wanted to establish an "“exploitation- 


free society and democracy of the exploited" through the programmes enunciated 
in Baksal. 


3aksal, she further said, was formed to reach the fruits of independence to 


the doorsteps of the common man. 
‘heikh Hasina called upon the "progressive and pro-independence forces" for 
the establishment of democracy in the country. 


She said her party stood for democracy and would go ahead with its programmes 
to attain these objectives. 


She called for transfer of power to the people's representatives elected on 
the basis of 1972 constitution. She suggested holding of elections on the 
basis of 1972 constitution prior to fourth amendment. 


Sheikh Hasina reiterated her demand for trial of killers of Bangabandhu Sheikh 


a 


she said "Bangabandhu loved the people of Bangladesh and the people in turn 
loved him Bangabandhu is the hearts of our peuple," she added. 


[The meeting was addressed by Awami League Presidium members Korban Ali, 

-ilur Rahman and apeus Samad Azad, General Secretary Abdur Razzk, Joint Secre- 
ary Amir Hossain Amu, Publicity Secretary Sardar Amjad Houssain, working com- 

tee members Sheikh Abdul Aziz and Salahuddin Yusouf and city Awami League 

President Mohammad Hanif. Organising Secretary of the party Tofael Ahmed 
inducted the meeting. 


CSO: 4600/1604 
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\VERNMENT EXPANDS USE OF METRIC SYSTEM 
naka THE NEW NATION in English 2 Jan 83 p 3 
rext] The use of standardised weights and measures in the country expanded 


«ee j 


vesterday when several wings of the government and its news media including 


radio and television switch over to the system introduced six months back, 


caait 


reports BSS. 


rhe introduction of the standardisation based on metric system and units of 
measurement comes into 'force' in the Government's Central Testing Labora- 

tories, Environment Pollution Control, Department of Soil Survey and Direc- 
of Health Services, besides the news media. 


Corate 
rhe svstem International commonly known as metric system was first intro- 
luced in the pharmaceutical industries on July l last--a few days after the 


sromulgation of a comprehensive ordinance on it. Decimal coinage system was 
introduced in the country two decades ago. 


-andards of weights and measures ordinance set in motion the introduction 

universally recognised system in phases with the authority vested in 
-overnment to fix dates for such switch overs and accordingly January l, 
1983 was chosen to launch its second phase. 


law makes it punishable for not using the new method and it would be 


iit Lcitw 


4 as an offence after 6 months of enforcement. An offender may be im- 


coned for a term of up to six months and a fine of up to taka one thousand. 

new system of weights, an official source said, might be introduced in 
ration shops in a couple of months time to replace the existing system. 

unit of seer outside government stores vary from district to district: 


Ss) toias to 120. 


ise units of System International are: kilogram, metre second, 
pere, kelvin candela and mole. 


media where the new system is coming into force are: Bangladesh 
., Bangladesh Television, Press Information Department, Department of 
and Publications, Department of Mass Communication, Bangladesh Film 


elopment Corporation and Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha. 
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SURPLUS IMPORTED PETROLEUM GOODS--Chittagong, Jan. 2--The 41,000 tons of petrol- 
eum products worth Taka 2.64 crore, imported on emergency basis by the Bangla- 
Jesh Petroleum Corporation in December, are now in excess of the country's 
requirements. According to the Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation (BPC) sources, 
the BPC imported the petroleum products in anticipation of meeting the short- 
ll in the market during the two month closure of the Eastern Refinery. The 
refinery suspended production on October 20 to facilitate its major repairing 
and overhauling. Of the total imported petroleum products, 40,000 tons worth 
(aka 1.76 crore are furnace oil and 1,000 tons worth Taka 88 lakh motor speed. 
Jith the resumption of production by the Eastern Refinery on December 24 the 
entire quantity of furnace oil and motor speed become surplus causing financial 
loss for the BPC. This stock of petroleum products can meet the country's 
requirements for one month. But the Eastern refinery with its present capacity 
of production is fully capable of meeting the requirements of the country. 
The marketing of these two items depend only on suspension of production of 
those items by the Refinery for one month. This will obviously incur finan- 
ial loss for the refinery. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 


) Jan 83 p l | 


| SSADOR TO EGYPT--The government had decided to appoint Mr Hedayat Ahmed 
formerly Secretary, Petroleum and Mineral Resources Division, Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Resources, as Ambassador of Bangladesh to the Arab Repub- 
lic of Egypt, reports BSS. Born on March 20, 1933 Mr Hedayat Ahmed obtained 
raduation in Business Administration from the University of Dhaka in 1954 and 
ister's Degree in Public Administration from Harvard University, U.S.A. in 
i970. He held various assignments during the period from 1957-1973 including 
Joint Secretary of the Ministry of Natural Resources. He became Additional 
secretary to the Government in 1974 and held charges of various Ministries/ 
Divisions till September 1980 when he was promoted to the rank of Secretary. 
He was Secretary in-charge of the Ministry of Youth Development, Ministry of 
Sports and Culture and the Ministry of Education during the period from 
1980-82. Before joining this Ministry he was Secretary, Petroleum and Mineral! 
Resources Division of the Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources. A widely 
travelled person Mr Ahmed attended a number of International Seminars and 


QD 


ynferences. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 31 Dec 82 p 3] 








‘VOY TO ROMANIA--The Government has decided to appoint Mr Muslehuddin Ahmed, 
rmerly Secretary, Ministry of Works, as Ambassador of Bangladesh to the 
ialist Republic of Romania, an official announcement said in Dhaka on 
‘av night, reports BSS. Born on December 1, 1932, Mr Muslehuddin Ahmed 
‘ined Master's Degree in Science from the University of the Punjab, 
Kl in 1953. He joined government service in 1956 as a member of the 
-stwnile Pakistan Taxation Service. He held various assignments both at 
ind abroad during the period between 1968 to 1978 including Director- 
“xoort Promotion Bureau, Chairman Bangladesh Biman (national air- 
ind Additional Secretary, Ministry of Commerce and Foreign Trade, 
ic and Commercial Counsellor in Pakistan Embassy in Paris and 

Minister in Bangladesh Mission, Geneva. Before joining the Minis- 
* Foreign Affairs he was Secretary of the Ministry of Works. A widely 
Hravelled person, Mr Ahmed has a number of publications to his credit. He 

ended various international conferences and seminars. He is married and 
‘hree children. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 
ec 82 p 12] 

ABOLISHED--In connection with exemption of imposition of taxes 
the institutions of local bodies on mosques, it is to be mentioned that 
fue to ambiguity and confusion in the provisions of outdated relevant laws, 
‘ertain Local Government institutions were levying taxes and realising the 

ime from mosques, says a PID handout. This came to the notice of the Chiet 
“Martial Law Administrator who observing the same felt that such levy of tax 

-calisation of it was improper and not fair. Therefore, he intervened 
matter and directed for exemption of mosques from levy of tax with 
‘ate effect. In pursuance of the said directive of Lt.-General H.M. 
“inistryv of Local Government issued instructions to all quarters 
ed for compliance with the order and not to levy any tax on mosques 


DANTOATANPCI ANCMDUNTD a Vaoetich 
DOAWNGLAVLOIM UDOLAVLELN iil illysitotl 


Q--The Deputy Chief Martial Law Administrator and Minister ror Com- 
Rear Admiral M.A. Khan, formally presented a cheque of Taka 

ind 75 thousand to Mr Ahmed A. Razeq P.L.O. representative in 
h at a simple ceremony on Tuesday in his office at the Secretariat, 


7 
4 


BSS. The cheque is the sale proceeds of commemorative stamps Issued 
ladesh Post Office in accordance with the resolution of the 12th 
ic Conference held in Baghdad in 1981. Bangladesh Post Office issued 
emorative stamps of 50 paisa denomination each to express solidarity and 
~he people of Bangladesh with the heroic struggle of Palestinian 
‘r their right of self-determination and a homeland of their own. 
it is hoped will be used for the welfare of the uprooted Palestinian 
ind rehabilitation of freedom fighters. Mr M.A. Rashid Additional 


v-in-Charge of T&T Division Ministry of Communications, was present on 


f r Wt Asi 
[ | {Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 5 Jan 83 p 1] 
“ CYPRUS--The new High Commissioner for Cyprus to Bangladesh Mr Andros 
tides presented his credentials to President Mr Justice Ahsanuddin 


it the Bangabhaban in Dhaka Wednesday morning, says a PID handout. 











Presenting his credentials the envoy said that he would strive his best to 


romote further the existing bonds of friendship and mutual understandiny 
setween his country and Bangladesh. Reciprocating the sentiments expressed 


the envoy, the President assured him of all possible cooperation and assis- 
ince in the discharge of his duties and responsibilities. Earlier, on arri- 
it the Bangababan the Cyprus High Commissioner took salute given by a 


tly turned-out contingent of the President's Guard Regiment and inspected 


the Guards. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 6 Jan 83 p 12] 
ALGERIAN ENVOY--The new Ambassador for Algeria to Bangladesh Mr Mohamed 
irbi Demaghiatrous presented his credentials to President Mr Justice Ahsa- 
suddin Chowdhury at the Bangobhaban in Dhaka on Monday morning, says 4a PID 
y4andout. Presenting his credentials, the envoy said that he would strive his 
best to promote further the existing bonds of friendship and mutual under- 
standing between his country and Bangladesh. The President reciprocated the 
sentiments expressed by the envoy and assured him of all possible coopera- 
tion and assistance in the discharge of his duties and responsibilities. 
arlier, on arrival at the Bangobhaban the Algerian Ambassador took salute 
-iven bv a smartly turned out contingent of the president's Guard Regiment 
ind inspected the Guards. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 


Jan 83 p 1] 


‘SO: 4600/1603 











MINISTRY SWORN-IN IN KARNATAKA 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 11 Jan 83 pp 1, 9 


[Text] Bangalore, Jan 10--Karnataka's first non-Congress 
Ministry in 30 years assumed office today when Mr Ramakrishna 
Hegde, leader of the Janata Legislature Party, and seven of 
his colleagues were sworn in this afternoon by the Governor, 
Mr Govind Narain, on the lawns of Raj Bhavan here, thus end- 
ing the uncertainty prevailing since yesterday. 


Besides Mr Hegde Mr S.R. Bommal, Mr H.D. Deve Gowda, Mr VL. Pat il > Mr Abdul 
rir Sab, Mr B. Rachaiah, Mr A. Lakshmisagar and Mrs Chandraprabha Urs, 


laughter of Devaraj Urs, were sworn in as Cabinet Ministers. 


in recent years was the lawns of Raj Bhavan so full of people as 

yn this occasion. Within two hours of the Governor inviting Mr Hegde to form 

the Ministry more than 5,000 people thronged Raj Bhavan to witness the swear- 
in. Many MLAs and senior officers had to stand and watch the ceremony. 


.¢ no time 


Governor had invited Mr Hegde at 12:30 p.m. to be the Chief Minister and 


suggest names of members of the Council of Ministers. 


L¢ 


Before inviting Mr Hegde, the Governor told reporters that the leader of tie 
ta Legislature Party had the support of 132 MLAs, 94 from Janata, including 
Ranga, 18 BJP, three each from the CPI and the CPI(M) and 14 Inde- 


" e a / on, b y 
in the 224-member 


lana 
the Kranti 
idents, which gave the party "a clear stable majority 


) )vernor said none had withdrawn support pledged to Janata yesterday till 
noon today, the deadline fixed by him to announce his decision. 


PTI and UNI add: The portfolios of the Ministers will be announced later. 
ifter assuming charge the new Cabinet met and took several major policy 


D 


lecisions for which the Opposition had fought against the outgoing Gundu Rao 


ry 

‘) 
tA 

\ 


Ministry. 


\garappa was conspicuous by his absence at the swearing-in ceremony. 


Among those present was the Janata leader, Mr S. Nijalingappa. 











rowd of Janata supporters that had thronged Raj Bhavan cheered as the 
rnor administered the oath in Kannada to Mr Hegde, to become the 10th 


\ \4 


inister of Karnataka. He is the first M.P. to become a Chief Minis- 


,ief Minister was mobbed by photographers and his admirers on the dais 
ne took office. He took the oath in the name of God. 
VV 


‘Mr Heede, Mr Nazir Sab, former president of the Karnataka Kranti 


ahs 


ct 
se 
ae 


., which merged in the Janata Party, is not a member of either House of 


| ,O7 Lat > 
LeFisiad ure. 


Ministers, Mr Rachiah (61) is a Harijan. A former Union Minister, 
oldest member of the Ministry. 


rs belongs to a backward class. A double graduate she was the lone 
ected in the ruling party. 
3-cear-old Mr bommai is the president of the State unit of Janata and Mr 
4 is his predecessor. Mr Deve Gowda resigned his Assembly seat 
‘undu Rao Government declined to order a judicial probe into a 
firing in Doddenalli in his home district of Hassan. 


‘angarappa, and another legislator did not sign the proceedings of yester- 


iar 


legislature party meeting which elected Mr Hegde leader. 


irappa, an aspirant for the Chief Minister's post, boycotted the meet- 
portedly to protest against a nonlegislator being made the Chief Minis- 


u 


io, however, said that he would support the Ministry without joining 


inata legislators, meanwhile, reportedly met Mr Bangarappa and 
accept Deputy Chief Ministership. 


1] Representative further adds: The new Janata Government today 
4 series of decisions within a couple of hours of assuming office. 
his first Press conference as Chief Minister, Mr Hegde announced 
11 inquiries would be held into the Doddahalli, Malavalli, Vivek- 


Nagasamudra incidents resulting in police firing and several deaths. 


instituted against farmers, students and public sector 
‘pt cases of personal violence, would be withdrawn. 


vould be held into the conduct of Mr D.R. Garthikeyan, DIG Intelli- 
ird to his reported involvement with the Congress(I) during the 
been asked to go on leave. 
‘id a Bill would be introduced in the next session of the Assembly 
‘nto existence the institution of Lok Ayukth. Another Bill would 
h ‘nd the “eancer of infections." No imported cars would be used by 
rers (both Devaraj Urs and Mr Gundu Rao used Mercedes Benz cars) and t! 


tte helicopter would be used only at times of emergency. 
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S-adesn ‘caay befere a ecord crowd of about 
tre La! Banacur 


yre aKm tmat thronged 
Stacuum here 

Mora wth fim. ane Cabinet Ministers 
and ive Mic.sters of State were sworn in. Mr 
Rama Racs ‘S-memcer Ministry is the smavest 
to assume office in tre State since 1962 

Ater the Governor Mr. K. C. Adranam 
ast ‘te vence. tne Crief Minster adcressed the 
crowd, reaffirming ns peage to ulrod .ne 
Jani ane self-resoect of Teiugu peopie to 
~penert te Tengu Cesam e'ection promises 
sircere:y ara wors ‘or the uplift of the poor 

From 2am. crowds started coectng at 


tra Stadium. ‘rst filing up the galieres and 


ac 
- SCcuDvi7g “me entire ground and wated 
caterty 7 ite tot sun for tre function to beg:n 
S: 'C-45 am. Mr Rama Rao acpeared on tre 
Stace. Geetet Me crowd anc received 2 wun 


ceremony 


swearing-in 


asted 45 tinutes 
Tre entry cf ‘im stars like Messrs 

— ~ 
Aux nen Naceswara Rao. Soohan 6adu 


Kespnam 82,5 and Bavu Gooeia Fae sent a "i> 


-” . . or “ et RAR te . ~aQenn 
pie neous. e crowd ww Cc SKU up ae) Cate: 
> iniilealacst = § en arm 

CM Wort > 


K Vi. 


ed 


Tre outgong Chief Minster Mr 


7 , -~e c 
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TRIPURA'S NEW CABINET SWORN-IN IN AGARTALA 


} 
oy 


iy THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 12 Jan 83 p 1 


Text} Agartala, January 11 (UNI). <A 12-member CPM-led left front ministrv, 
ided by Mr Nripen Chakraborty, assumed office in Tripura today for the 


second time in succession. 


he governor, Mr S.M.H. Burney, administered the oath of office and secrecy 
the ministers, including three new entrants, at a simple function held at 
1] Bhavan here. 


“Mr Chakravorty is the fifth chief minister of the state and the first to head 


vernment for the second consecutive term. 


raving chilly winds, a large number of people came to the venue to witness 
5 : é b 

+ r Dy Haha , Z _— ‘ - . oe Y Pe / v T f cor 7 lax , 

c ne cere mv. rr nLoD1ictoOry orders under section 144 Cr. P. C. were relaxed. 


+ } marantn : L, ~ } ° - | 4 o> oman it & 
ie ministers took their oath in Bengali. 


Mr Chakraborty is the first successtul cnier minister of iripura naving com- 


+ ] s1 17 - 2 ey ay . 
ted a Tull Tf1ive-vear term. 


w entrants sworn in were Mr Badal Choudhury, Mr Khagen Das and Mr Sudhan- 


Barma, who was the speaker of the dissolved assembly. 


- »} Cs on - < hoa - ¢ ae ie | ho lan: ’ 5 Se ee fon Ranras + 
r e tirst lime, the state will have a deputy chief minister, Mr Das 
, rh r : j, " , minie - _ +} ; + rh mianict _ ; ~ | - rs ITQOY - | 
» wWnNO was education inister in tne outgoing ministry, nas been given ne 
~ @ 


al 


‘ir Amarendra Sharma, CPM-supported independent candidat 


i ; - ee ae _—- _ ae 
ynstituencyv, will be the new speaker, while Mr Bimal Sinha will be his deputy. 


~ . 7 : : -_ . } Mmomhor _+ nae P -omkh 1 er - a T I." ey ¢ \ 
rtv position in the OU-memper state assembly 1S: Lert rront by, rr. ; 
ey ' _ rrecc( r \ 19 Trin In : iti r th ymitv ty rate .¢ ] rr ’ 
\ ° nyre > L } L « irl ura \ aja lL uda oaml y 51xX ea! LLLUC PEt it 
, t t J t 
. \l» lL, ,L ate oxy vea11 } } - } nAY : 1¢ . = Lk. Am 
) : "ir UNnNaAaKTavory WL1il hold among other portroi1os, the nh — 
’ t 
’ | 
Lt L ¢ l A LISCI it yn porttro. lOS. 
> + + } ‘ r~ + »} ; y manta t y- } . = IK _ _> ++ 4 . " = _ 
5 r tne leputv <¢ lei Lnister nas een created to 1 > equ 
, + . + . + by ~T7 =o "4 > y _ . + 7h io ann Reneali . Af, .  } 
ictus C Tie CWO eChnAN1LC Froups--CtrTilidais and engails. I ¢ > Lt 


ent will hold education and tribal welfare portfolios. 





7 - 7 =~ 7 
Ww ] LOC, i partner ot the ruling front, nas no repre sentation in cne 
ts lor i1ijdate lost t] s>lectio > RSP - 
5 1 re indidate lost the election, the Kor 1S representea 
. L ] a ; 51 _ A = a - r [AN —s- 
<r rt who hoids jali, reilier and renadliitation porct- 


az is list of ministers and their portfolios: Mr Nripen Chakrabor- 


: : + . LAr Ee no . . 1- cnn lt + Santa = : _— ¢ . : 
inister--home, finance, political administration, acministrative 
intment ind service (con! ident ial and cabinet) secretar lat admin- 
> ry . } y y 7 v7 $ » ~siuIr. | . ¢ | vy ~~ ¢ 
> | i a 4 r linat LON, law, LTOOed ind CivVli Suppiles depart ‘ . . 
| maa far % B -o Amira : sha?) 7 Te. ; smrtlivAnina 
d ved, Gepucy hief minister--education, tribdDai wei:rare inciucing 
- } ] ~¢ nA Am Cc Aatc rp. ~ nai ; } : t Ks : , _ 
‘bal autonomous district council, ihumia rehabilitation. 
> } . 7 . 1 - Ss mar ; } - ~ 
ltta--Llabdour, ycal self-government and [1sneries. 


rkar--cultural, information and tourism and parliamentary afiairs, 
=< a .. £ = 1,,7 ,acte An _ . 
! » w f schedule caste departments. 
A . } + } + + » 6 
I i--printing and stationery and Statistics. 


} anrhawat dea rmon 
Opmen and panchayat aqepartmen ° 


a ee ~} 4 » Aan: - _ _ 
tion, animal husbandry departments. 


. . 
, ae ae ie t 41 
‘ I a \ Licutr caiuve 
» > m4 lar r101F na s\ ) ? > 
= a family welfare anda revenue. 
° 4 - ’ ’ Lsysg + 3 
» > . | 9 ,+ ,- “ah , 7 : _— 
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INDIA 
JEE: AID NEEDED TO OFFSET THIRD WORLD CRISIS 
a + a : > YrAarr a . = ey . ~ } 7 . ~ if 
i "MI S) yr INDIA 1n English 12 Jan 83 p Y 
ymbav January 1] The 2 mies F he develonine . ntri cn 
) mDAay > January tLe a Cc economies Of tne cevelo ing WA untyr 1es ’ Cope” 
those dependent on imported oil, will be in the doldrums in the eighties 
+ : ] " . Yr ; . oh se = } ~ ; aT "A749 | } Saal r rary . 
external aid is not increaseu substantially, said the ion finance 
F ‘ [ naval L-} Pas ; 
ter, Mr Pranab Mukherjee, today. 
: ] - oo - _ 4 , *f , sana a on ann ~tca 
5 inaugural address at the seminar on International financing and its 
. }- 8 . na ft 1 L. 7 ° } Le Aalary = + - + } 
In indla Ss economic growth here, he said that the delay n tne estad- 
¢ ] T.7 4A Ranllra taza — cr. os | - } 1 Soancm £1} LAS 
1t i che World bank 2 energy affiliate aimed act nel ails, tne UCcVei vy 
untries to become self-reliant on energy sources was deplorable. 
id that external finance for energy investment in the developing coun- 
should be stepped up through either a new institution or existing mul- 
ral institutions. Unless this was done, the economies of these in- 
iid find it difficult to retain viable external payment position. 
° 1, . 4 cs = pe Las pawkorn- a ae hal allar 
nerje yointed out that credit rinancing Dy external agencies had aiien 
.) percent in 1975 to 0.38 percent last year. There was urgent need to 
the quota from these agencies to enable the developing countries to 
ut of their difficulties caused by increasing oil prices, protectionisn 
rldwide recession. 
esponse 
ternational Monetary Fund had to devel a more flexible response to the 
LCP TINac lt ici MiULLE LAE y rund 6a LO Geve Op a more LTieX1lDILeE response LU Liit 
ion in developing countries. The conditional guidelines set by the 
L ving financial assistance should not be in the context of short- 
}justment programmes, he added. 
JASS r ti idia, Mr Harry Barnes, said U.S. entr2preneurs were 
increasingly aware of the opportunities in India following the Prime 
' . . ‘ a P . _ , 
r isit to that country last year. 
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ot] Santiniketan, Dec. 21.--Mrs Gandhi today accused the affluent 


C 
a and developing nations "imprisoned" 


{1 powerful nations of keeping Indi "i 
their monetary system, reports PTI. She was addressing the annual con- 
cation of Visva-Bharati University here as the Acharya. 
e Prime Minister said everything that took place in the affluent coun- 
ries was not necessarily progressive. On the contrary, many developments 
itever their purpose, "are really designed to bind us to a status quo. 
India and other developing countries have become politically free. 
t ire imprisoned in the monetary system and the tinancial institutions 
powerful and the affluent", she said. 
rime Minister, changing the subject, posed a serious question about 
t ture of humanity in the face of the menace posed by science and 
eV, ne lep |] yred the increasing tendency in the world todav to 
: festroy non-renewable resources. Man had controlled the nature, 
iid he be able to control his own creations? 
to India, she said certain measures were being taken for the bene- 


weaker sections, but the advantages were golng to the stronger 
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INDIA 


KASHMIR GOVERNOR SUGGESTS CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS 
“Madras THE HINDU in English 11 Jan 83 p 9 


rext}) Bangalore, Jan 10. The Governor of Jammu and Kashmir, Mr 8.K. Nehru, 
has suggested that the offices of the Prime Minister and the Chief Minister 

be for a fixed term and Parliament and the State Legislatures should 
-onstituted through indirect elections. 


‘Mr Nehru was delivering the Rajaji birthday lecture "on a proposal for con- 
stitutional reforms' under the auspices of the Gokhale Institute of Public 


Affairs here. 


4 that a ‘ixed term for the Chief Executive (Prime Minister at the Cen- 


‘re and Chief Ministers in the States) would enable them to pursue whatever 
lities "without fear of favour affection or illwill in accordance with the 


astitution and the law" which was impossible now. 


‘he terms were fixed, dissidents could dissent, MLAs would rebel and agi- 


a | 


sieht take to the streets but the Chief Executive would be immovable. 


Irs 
'r Nehru saie that the Chief Executive should hold office for a fairly long 
eriod, seven vears at the Centre and four in the States. But at the same 
, he said, the term of office should be limited to one as a guard against 
rxecutive indulging in populist gimmicks to return to power. 
it was desirable that the Chief Executive should be elected by univer- 
ffrage so as to give him the maximum possible moral authority, in a 


itryv of India's vastness, it would pose practical difficulties. 


Chief Executve at the Centre should be elected by the 


ters who "aid and advise" the chief executive (the Prime Minister and 
isters) should not be members of the legislature. This would widen 


ield of choice of ministers and the "level of competence and integrity 
he the highest available in the land and in neither of those qualities 

1s a untry, anv shortage." 

inisters should have the right to sit in the legislature, answer questions, 
irt in its debates and pilot legislation. But they should not have the 








right to vote. Such a system would change immediately the character of those 
who sought election to the legislature. "Those who now enter politics and 
seek elections have only one motivatioi--to exercise executive power and to 
benefit themselves by that exercise." If this power was denied to them, only 
oeople who were genuinely interested in politics and legislation would seek 
clection. "There will be men of education, and social conscience with some- 
thing to contribute. Debates in the legislatures will again have meaning." 


Indirect election: Mr Nehru also favoured the adoption of the system of in- 
direct election coupled with proportional representation in elections to the 
legislatures. The direct elections should be only to the panchayats or 
notified area committees or municipalities or corporations. Next in the system 
would be the district or zilla boards which would elect the State legislatures. 


The State legislatures would elect the lower house of the central legislature. 
The upper house being the representative of individual States, should be 
elected by the State legislatures alone. Under that system, the electorate 
would be small. The candidate would be known to the electorate and the single 
transferable vote would ensure that all shades of opinion were represented in 
the elected body in proportion to their representation in the country. 


"Weak judiciary": About the judiciary, Mr Nehru felt it was far too weak a 
check to control the widespread disregard of the law and the abuse of admin- 
istrative power that had become endemic in India. The judicial process was 
"too wooden, too iron, antedelu.‘an, too slow and too expensive to protect 


the interests of the citizen." 


The judiciary had made things worse for itself by not distinguishing the 
important from the unimportant, the essential from the inessential and by 
attempting to do far too much and in the process clearly encroaching on both 


the legislative and the executive powers. 


Mr Nehru suggested the setting up of a series of administrative tribunals to 

handle the cases of administrative abuse which today clogged the courts, dis- 
guised as breaches of fundamental rights. Secondly, the office of ombudsman 

should be created with jurisdiction over all executive functionaries includ- 

ing ministers with sanction to enforce their findings. 


Mr Nehru said that it was no use saying that the Indian Constitution was im- 
perfect. "It is the men who have failed." Constitutions are made for men 
and not men for constitutions. The founding fathers did not foresee how the 
men to whom they gave the Constitution would distort it for their own baser 
ends. India had managed so far and somehow to achieve what it had because of 
extraordinary leadership. It could not count upon it forever. "We must now 
give to ourselves the institutions which will withstand the strains inherent 
in our society, which ordinary leadership cannot handle." 
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IN EXPORTS NOTED 


‘ew Delhi PATRIOT in English 11 Jan 83 p 2 


in ol 


Text | 


ESPITE a rather rosy pictur€ 
painted about the possibilty 
of a lower deficit in foretgn 
trade thts sear. it is now being 
‘ncteasingly realised thar the 
country will have to substantial: 
ly step up its mite of expert 
crowih if the Salance of pay 
ments problem ‘s not to become 
too acute in the coming years. 
On the face of it. there was 
an imoressive increase of 16.2 
per cent in the exports during 
-991.52. However, this rise had 
taken place over rather poor per 
formance on the expor; front 
durnz the previous Year when 
the exports nad gone up by only 
four per cent. 

As jar as the performance om 
the export front this year 
concerned. the rise in exports 
during the six month seriod 
Avril-Sentember 1962 hag been 


t sr cent over the cor: 
‘ period of the pre 
v ’. In absolute terms, 


OXY an suring the first six 
months uf the current fisancta! 
year have been Rs 462 crores 


carresponding 
period of last year while im- 
ports during the same period 
this year have been Rs 20 
crores lower than jaggy yea? 
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However, when the perfor 
mance is viewed in the context 
of wae targets jt is found that 
there hag been considerable 
shortfall in exports. 1t had beep 
estimated that to repay the IMF 
loan India will have to increase 
tts eaports at a rate of apdout 
18 to 20 per cent per year. Tne 
realisation of this target Goes 
not seem to be in sight as yet 
This failure is bound to have ‘ts 
tmpact on the balance of pay 
ments position of the country. 


This position ig also reflected 
in the huge draw down of foreign 
e 


exchange reserves during 
financial year. Upto the 


been a decline 


crores in the foreign exchange 


brought down India’s ‘ocelgn 
exchange reserves to a very low 
teyel of Rs 2123 crores only 
That the reserves stood at 2 
level of Rs 3359 crores at the 
end of November, was larse¢ty 
due to the cushion of Rs 1241 
crores provided by the drawings 
from DMF during April, July and 
November. 

Here. it is also certinent te 
point out that the draw down in 
qoreign extaange reserves has 


INDIA 


been far in excess of what was 
envisaged in the sixth Olan 
According to the 
document, the foreim exchange 
reserves, which at the end of 
March 1960 stood at Rs 5164 
crores. wer: to be brought down 
by Rs 1000 crores during the 
Plan period. However, during 
the first two and half years of 
the Plan period, the draw down 
in foreign has been 
to the extent of about Rs 1000 
crores. This is despite the draw 
ings from the IMF. 

There is anoher factor which 
casts some doubts about the 
possibility of stepping up ln- 
dia’s exports to the targetted 
levels. The international trad- 
ing environmen: still cuntinues 
to be beset with problems like 
exchange rate instability. falling 
employment rates, recession and 
protectionist policies by the dec 
veloped countries. 

According to the amnual re- 
port of the GATT for 1981-82, 
the valve of wor.d trade in 
1981 was about 2000 billion dol- 
lars. This was one per cent less 

in 1980. At the same time 

in volume terms also, the orld 
trade in 1981 had stagnated. 
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DECISIONS OF WEST BENGAL CPI-M PARLEY REPORTED 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 11 Jan 83 p 4 


[Text] Calcutta, Jan 10--The West Bengal committee of the CPI-M has at iis 
recently concluded four-day meeting, decided to maintain the “purity of Marx- 
ism" and formulated a ten-point programme to be carried out throughout the 
year. A study of Liu Shao Chi's "How To Be a Good Communist" is one of the 


points. 


Secretary of the CPM state committee Saroj Mukherjee briefed newsmen on the 
outcome of the meeting. General secretary of the party E.M.S. Namboodiripad 
and another secretariat member M. Basavapunniah were present at the meeting. 
hey approved of the decisions of the State committee, Mr Mukherjee said. 


The State committee would also organise preliminary Marxist education for 
over 50,000 new party members. The party would also observe the current 
year as "Karl Marx Year" to commemorate the death centenary of Marx on the 
occasion studies in Marxism would be organised. The party would publish 
Bengali and Hindi editions of Marx's works on India. 


An important decision was to give more powers to the party's district commit- 
tees. Mr Mukherjee said, according to the State committee's assessment, the 
district committees have become adequately mature to tackle their respective 


problems. 


The committee has asked party members to stop individual style of functioning. 
The emphasis should always be on collective functioning at all levels. 


The committee called for strengthening left unity in West Bengal. Mr Mukherjee 
said there should not be any complacency. The vested interests and other re- 
actionaries led by the Congress-I would try to do everything to disturb the 
Left Front. During the coming panchayat elections these forces might "even 
organise armed attacks" it was feared. 


The State unit, he said has expelled about 80 of its member's for various anti- 
party activities in panchayats during the last four-year period. 


Mr Saroj Mukherji, said that the disciplinary actions had already been taken 
against errant partymen and therefore there was no reason for taking any 
action afresh against defaulting panchayat members. 


89 








Among other organisational tasks, the State committee also decided that a 
volune would be published on late Promode Dasgupta and a new building would 
be constructed in his memory. Mr Dasgupta's personal collection of books 
would be given to "Book Corner" in the Muzaffar Ahmed building. For the 


purpose a nine-man committee has been appointed. 
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NEWSMEN BRIEFED ON FORWARD BLOC COUNCIL MEETING 


3ombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 13 Jan 83 p 5 
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CALCOITA, January 12: The 


All-India Forward Bloc, & consti- 
uent of West Bengals ruling left 
front, bas decided to project the 
unity of the left and democratic 
forces at the national level. 

The Forward Bloc genezal secre- 


tary, Mr. Chitta Basu, M.P., while 
briefing mewsmen yesterday on the 


deliberations of their national coun-— 


cil, ssid the party felt that the results 


of recent assembly elections reflected 


“the people's desire to replace the 
Congress (1)". 


The party also fcit that these re- 
sults would bring about new political 
developments and “open up possidi- 
liues of new alignments of political 
forces in the country.” It was ume, 
therefore, for the left and democratic 
forces to unite and project them- 
elves at the mational level as @ viable 
alternative with a set programme, he 
said. 


The Forward Bloe welcomed the 
e-ision to hold elections in Assam 
and felt that the reported BJP, Lok 
Dal and Janata Party decision to boy- 
cott the poll would only help to 
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strengthen forces of disintegration 
reoresented by the agitation leaders 
in that state. 


It urged a “political solution of 
the Punjab tangle, consistent with the 
legitimate and democratic aspirations 
of the Punjabi peopie” the council, 
however, rejected the Anandspur 
sahib resolution, “which carried with 
it the seeds of separatism”. 


The party noted with concera the 
spread of violence in Punjab, Assam, 
Tripura = and other north-eastern 
states and the eruption of communal 
violence in many places. These con- 
situted “a grave threat to national 
unity and intezrity”. It “felt dismay- 
ed” that the ruling party, besides its 
failure to take 2 principled pos:tion 
against these forces, preferred to 
choose “soft options to harvest tem- 
porary electoral gains”. 


Expressing itself against “imperia- 
list. war mongers”, the Forward Bloc 
national council statement, released 
yesterday, described the Chinese com, 
ments on the Arunachal troupe at the 
Asiad as unfortunate and the can<el- 
lation of the Indian teams visit tc 
Beijing as over-reaction. : 
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FINANCE MINISTER 


THE HINDU in English 13 Jan 83p 9 


NEW DELHI. Jan. 12 

The Finance Minister. Mr. Pranab Mukher- 
jee said here today that the Government and 
the Reserve Bank of india would continue to 
show ‘flexibility in credit policy for meeting the 
legtimate requirements of industry. 

inaugurating a workshop on ° 
on the indian economy — short-term and long- 
tern.” orgamsed by the Associated Chambers 
of Commerce and industry of india (Assocham) 
he said the evolution of the credit policy over 
the past severai months refiected the er- 
nmem's sensitrvity to the emerging economic 
Situation He. however, asked industry to re 
duce rts dependence on fiscal instruments and 
achieve higher capacity utilisation, improve eff- 
ciency and productivity and become cost ef- 


the trade deficit had shot up from RAs. 2563 
crores in 1979-80 to As. 5.813 crores in 1980-81 
and was Rs 5.779 crores in 1981-82 Exports 
had increased by 16 per cent and imports by 
85 per cent in 1981-82 During the first half of 
the current year the exports had increased by 
22.3 per cent and imports by 19 per cent 
“Considering the none-too-happy pro 
spects on the ‘oreign assistance front. the need 
to expand our exports and make effective k- 


port substitution was never eS as 


“The exchange earnings exports. 
invisible and private capital transactions shouid 
be sufficient to meet the import requirements of 
the economy as aiso its interest obligation on 
foreign debt This calls for vigorous steps for 
import substitution in sectors where we have 
clear comparative advantages and an all-out ef- 
fort to accelerate the process of growth, in 
creased output and the rate of growth of ex- 
ports. 
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SPEAKS AT WORKSHOP ON ECONOMY 


“As a long-term measure t 's necessary to 
evolve a long-range policy in regard to 
conservation and economy in the use of energy 
resources. It is one of the prime responsibilities 
of industry and commerce to economise the 
use of energy resources and to make an all-out 
effort to increase the production potential of 
economy”. 

inflation. The Minister claimed that the 
Government had achieved significant success 
in controlling the inflationary pressures and |n- 
dia was among the few countries wnich had 
achreved such a success. The consumer prices 
index of industries had also moved in sympath 
with the wholesale prices. It had declined to 6. 
per cent in October 1982 compared :o 13.3 Der 
cent in the same month the previous year. He. 
however, said this should not lead to any com 

and the inflationary situation to 

kept under constant review because relative 
price ry | was essential for achievi 
Se 


growth. 

Mr. Mukherjee said that due to a set-back 
in knarif production the total foodgrain output 
during 1982-83 might decline to some extert 
compared to the record production of 133.1 
million tonnes in 1981-82. “Even then the 
average foodgrain production during the last 
four tage inciuding two severe drought years, 
may be higher by about ‘0 million tonnes com- 
pared to the aver of the preceding four 
years pert 197879 when procuction was 
showing a fast-rising trend.” 

Referring to other problems of farm 
production. the Minster sard there was substan 
tial surplus production in sugar and ‘ong-staocie 
cotton. The breakthrough in nce was Deng 
consolidated. but the growth in wheat yeid 
seemed to have sicwed down. Expansion of 
irigation was crucial for sustaining the 
momentum of growtn in agnculture. But the per 
unt cost of creating irmgation potential was 


sharply. | 

He said the pace of letters of intent and in- 
dustrial licences as aiso sanctions and disburs- 
ements by financial ‘institutions reflected a 
cheerful investment climate. However. there 
was an equally important aspect regarding in 
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dustrial develooment which should not be lost 
sight of This concerned development and 
commercialisation of indigenous technoiogy. 
Though considerable progress had been made 
in the area of research and Gevelopment. much 
more should be done by gow 4 to transiate 
the indigenously-developed technology into 
commerciaily viadie projects and products. im- 
port of technology Must not be allowed to 
become the easy option 

Mr. B. K. Nehru, Governor of Jammu and 
Kashmir presented a paper at the workshop. 

PT) and UN! report: 

Mr. Mukherjee explained that the Govern- 
ment had no option but to take effective steps 
to control the price situation in the wake of 
large-scale credit expansion in the earlier 

rs. But t took prompt measures to adiust 

the credit policy to meet the needs of industry 

as soon as the inflationary pressures were 
ht under control. 

ising: Reviewing the economy. he 

said the, industrial scene was by and large 

promising and in the a it would need 

to respond more positive so that the full 
potential was tapped. 

“It will be necessary for all of us to take 
stepe to sustain much higher rates of growth in 
industry without which the goal of a higher 
growth rate of the economy cannot be 
realised”. He was convinced that industry had 


per cent in 1981-82. Though due to a setback in 


even monsoon the g 
rent year might not be large. the average fox 
the last three years would still be higher than 
the trend rate of growth of GNP. 

Mr. cing oo said the go Bain — pogo 
of cual, power and transport inued to i 
prove in the current year and had not cor - 
strained production in other sectors. The 
growth had to be sustained. . 

While key industries like cement, fertili- 
zers, petroleum crude and products had shown 
significant increases during’ 1982-83, on top of 
an increase in index of industrial production by 
&6 per cent in 1981-82. the growth rate as a 
whole was likely to be lower than last year. 

Savings: Mr. Mukherjee said the meesures 
taken by the Government dunng the current 
financial year tO promote wa and cht 
ment had yreided good resu SUCCESS 
this policy was reflected in the increased 
buoyancy shown in mvesiment activity in the 
industnal sector. During 1982. approvals to the 
ssue of capital Dy companres 
amounted to As. 773 crores as against Rs 526 


crores in 198). 
The Assocham t. Mr. Raunaq 


Singh. in his address saxd that in spite of the 
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relaxation of the credit policy for select 
dustries, the credit expans.on was rather sicw 
An important reason was the 99 vate of '7- 
terest. At the prevailing rate of 20 per cent. Ine 
entrepreneurs found *% difficult to borrow and 
still make an adequate return to pay back we 
money. 

Our special correspondent reports: 

— may not be achieved: in rea! 
terms, Wvestmemt and national income 
targets of the Sixth Pian may not be acneved. 
according to a mid-year assessment of ihe 
economy prepared for the Assocham by Mr. S. 
S. Marathe. former Secretary in che Department 
of industrial Deveiooment. The assessment. 
presented at the worksnoo. reveais um 
satisfactory resource mobi‘isation and shorta 
is in investments and savings in the first three 
years of the Plan. 


it, however, notes that the first two years 
witnessed pick-up in economy from the ‘ow 
level it had slipped into in 1979-80. The current 
year too has shown a fair degree of stability in 
terms of prices and buoyancy in indusvrial 
production and exports. unless further 
concerted efforts are made to strengthen tne 
process of structural readjustment. the reiative 
calm on the economic scene May weil turn out 
to be shortlived. 

k says there are significant shortfa!!s in 
investment during the first three years of the 
Sixth Plan in crucial sectors like irrigation. 
power and rail transport and it will be difficurt 
to make good these shortfails in the remaining 
neriod of the Pian. This will have far reaching 
implications in the achievement of targets in 
Plan programmes relating to poverty alleviation. 

review lists among areas of concern 
the unabated rate of population growth, the 
rapid urbanisation due to migration from rural 
greas and the increase in unemplo it. In this 
context, the retevance of self-employment as a 
strategy to provide work and income and 
minimise exodus to urban areas has been 
gragent. But it has been felt that a substan- 
tial part of the demand for employment in the 
80's and the 90's will not be of the type thet can 
be met thr creation of seif-employment 
opportunities. people to come into the 
labour market will be those who cannot be seif- 
employed and who will require wage emp'oy- 
ment. Their number will be staggeringly ‘arge 
and the resource required to create jobs for 
them wil! be enormous. The only way to rarse 
resources for this will be raising the general 
levei of productivity in the system. 

The basic prociem in the remaining years 
of the current decade. according to the review, 
will be efficient use of resources, because 't has 
been seen that growth in economy has not 
been in line with increase in investment rate. 
While the gross investment rate has more than 
doubled between the 50's and the 70's. the rate 
of growth of output has remained stabie 
around 2 5 per cent 
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IRAQI OIL MINISTER'S ACTIVITIES IN DELHI REPORTED 


New Delhi PATRIOT in Englisn 13 Jan 83 p 7 





Iraq is Tooking up to India to 
provide the necessary leadershi> 
to the non-aligned movement, 
Iraq’s Oil Minister Qassim A Taai 
told Prime Minister Indira Gandhi- 
cn Wedzesday. 


Mr Taqi, who called on the 
Prime Minister and ‘conveyed’ her 
greetings from Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein, said Iraq was 
glad that the Seventh Non-Align-: 
ed Summit was being held-in New: 
Delhi instead of Baghdad whicb 
couli not organise it at this 
stage. . | 

Both Mrs Gandhi and Mr Taqt 
recorded their satisfaction at the 
development of constructive ¢%o 
operation between the two, coun-. 
tries. Mrs Gandhi asked the* Iraci 
Minister to convey her greetings 
to Mr Saddam Hussein, a 

Mr Taqi, who arpived In the. 
Capital on Wednesday to head 
the Iraqi delegation af the eighth 
meeting of the Indo-Iraq Joint 
Commission, aovrised Mrs Gandhi 
ahout the latest vosition’in ‘he 
Iraq-Iran war. He also paid a 
courtesy call on Pyesident Zail 
Singh. 


CONSTRUCTION CLAIMS... 


At the meeting of the Joint 
Commission (of which both - Mr 
Tacit and Petroleom and Energy 
Minister P Shiv Shankar hapren 
to be co-chairmen) the Iraci. Min 
feter assured that a “fair and 
fust solution” would be  shortlv 
found to,the vroblem emanating 
from the “financial claims of 


Ind‘an constriction companjes ore 


rafing tn TIraq”.t 

He said Indians were ‘doing 
good work in Iraq and his Govern 
ment was hanov with their per 
formance. He was of the view 
that Ind«Traa ennveration in dif. 
ferent fields could he consclidated 
an@ rew areas could be iientifed. 

Ferjer, sneaking at the Com 
mission meet'ng, Vr Shiv Shan. 
kar said India was fully aopre 
ciative of Iraa’s curpent. finaretal 
d'fficuities an accovnt of the two 


4600/1584 


94 


vear long’ incecsont war hetv-een 
Traq and Iran avd the cleenge of 
the Svrian rineline. Nevertheless. 
he pointed out. “non-cettlement of 
the Indian. comvanies’ war claims 
ls causing strain on their fragile 


and precarious cash flow”. om 


Mr Shiv Shankar thus request. 
ed that financial relief measures: 
agreed to by Iraq’s First Deputy 
Prime Minister during his meet- 
ing with the Indian Ambassador 
In May, 1981 should be restored 


‘These measures inter alia includ- 


ed moratorium on _ recoveries, 
extension of time and ad hoc ad.. 
vances, : 


He disclosed that since the last 
Joint Commission meeting, Indian 
companies had been awarded 
civil construction contracts worth 
120 million dollars. In addition | 
one of the companies wax en. 
trusted with the job of total ma 
nagement of the Upper Euphrates 
Cement Plant. Indian manvdower 
in Iraq at present was 60,000. 


The Energy Minister said des 
Pite the war “We have been 
greatly impressed by the rapid 
pace of developmentgin Iraq. We 
wish continued prosperity to the 
Iraqi people. India felt privileged 
to participate in different ' ways 
in the development process .n 
Iraq”. 


Mr Shiv Shankar noted . that 
performance in the area of bila- 
teral trade between the two coun 
tries had been much below expec: 
tations. He said there was poten- 
tia} for India supplying among 
other items voltage suppliers, 
water coolers, diesel engmes aad 
pumps of higher capacity. India 
was also interested in supplying 
trucks, buses and their spare 
parts to Iraq. 


Iraq has already agreed to give 
3.5 million tonnes of oil for 1983. 
This is out of the total oil im- 
port of 14 million tonnes by India- 
targetted for 1983. 














INDIA 


TRIPURA WATCHFUL ON BANGLADESH, MIZORAM BORDERS 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 11 Jan 83 p 7 


(lext] Shillong, Jan 10--The Tripura administration is keeping a close watch 
all along the 850-km border with Bangladesh and the 100-km border with Mizo- 
ram in its efforts to sever the ties between the MNF and Tripura insurgents. 


The forces deployed in the State include the CRPF, BSF and the Tripura Armed 
Police. The Army is deployed only along the Mizoram border to stop the in- 
filtration of Mizo rebels. 


The Army of Tripura People's Liberation Organization was behind the ambush 

and killing of seven policemen and looting of arms and ammunition in north 
Tripura on December 22 and December 23, it is reliably learnt here. This 
organization gave a call to the people to boycott the Assembly elections held 
on Wednesday and they were determined to foil the polling. Tribal CPI(M) lead- 
ers are their main target; two unsuccessful attempts on the life of Mr Dasarath 
Deb Tribal Welfare Minister, have been made. 


At present, tribals form 28% of the total population of the State. 

Mr Vijay Hrangkhal, who belongs to the Mizo tribe and over whom the MNF 
leader, Mr Laldenga, has considerable influence, is reportedly providing 
leadership to the ATPLO. It is also reported that Mizo rebels are training 
Tripura insurgents. Three weeks after the escape of Mr Vijay Hrangkhal, who 
disappeared with his wife in 1980 and is said to be camping in the Muiyani 
Reserve Forest, in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, Bangladesh, with another 
extremist leader, Mr Binaanda Jamatia, the insurgents carried out their big- 
gest operation when they overran the Manu police station in north Tripura on 
September 5 and looted 24 rifles and a substantial quantity of ammunition. 
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INDIAN OFFICIALS ALLEGEDLY INVOLVED IN FIJI POLLS 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 22 Dec 82 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Dec. 21.--A serious allegation involving the "Indian 
Government officials" in the Fiji elections has been published in the 
Parliamentary Newsletter issued by the headquarters secretariat of the 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, London. 


The Newsletter, dated November 25, 1982, reports in an editorial note: 
"The Prime Minister of Fiji, Ratu Sir Kanisese Mara, has spoken of allega- 
tions of Soviet intervertion in Fiji's election in July. The intervention 
was said to be through secret funding of the Opposition National Federa- 
tion Party. Moreover, there were suggestions that Indian Government of fi- 
cials were involved. These charges are to be the subject of a judicial 


inquiry". 
Some Indian members of Parliament, who have received the Newsletter, are 


agitated over the allegation involving "the Indian Government officials". 
They plan to seek clarification from the Government and write to the editor 


of the Newsletter to protest against the editorial note. 
Another reference to India in the editorial notes is about the succession 


of Mr Farooq Abdullah as the Chief Minister of "the northern Indian State 
of Jammu and Kashmir" following the death of Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah, "the 


Lion of Kashmir". 
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ANALYST REPORTS ON NONALIGNED DISCUSSION, MANAGUA MEET 


‘article by G.K. 


Text | 


+ 


Reddy: 


. NEW DELHI, Jan. 12 

The Western powers. working in Conjunc- 
tion with some Afro-Asian countr:es, are mak- 
ing a concerted effort to step up the campaign 
for inviting Prince Norodom Sihanouk, in his 
personal or official capacity. to attend or at 
least address the non-aliqned summit in Deini. 

Apart from the three ASEAN (Association 
of SouthEast Asian Nations) countries 
(Singavore, Indonesia. Malaysia), which are 
members of the non-aligned movement. a 
number of African and isiamic States are 
supporting the move to get the Havana de- 
cision revised on the question of Kampuchean 
representation. | 

But the Soviet bloc is carrying on a 
counter-campaign to mobilise enough oOpposi- 
tion to any move to invite Prince Sihanouk in 
whatever capacity since it would amount to a 
reversal of the earlier decision .o keep the 
Kampuchean seat vacant for the present. 

The Chinese Premier, Mr. Zhao Ziyang. 
will be returning to ~~ Monday after a 
month-long trip to 11 Alrican States. He has 
been pressing for a revision of the Havana de- 
cision at each one of these capitais in the 
course of his wide-ranging discussions. 

The Amencan and Soviet envoys in 
various non-aligned countries have been 
equaily busy canvassing for or against the 
moves for Prince Sinanouk’s token presence at 
the Delhi summit. The Sino-American bid, 
strongly supported not only by ASEAN but 
aiso countries ‘ike Pakistan. 's aimed at mobilis- 
ing the support of at least 30 to 40 countries. if 
not more. for raising this issue at the summit 
after india has assurred the chairmansnip of the 
conference. 

As the host country. india has been quite 
carefu: rot to ‘et ts national position on Kam- 
puctea come in the way of its role as cnairman. 
The stand that the Indian envoys tounng 
various Tember countries have Deen taking 's 
that at this stage it has no locus standi to sit in 
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"Dressure To Invite Sihanouk"! 


my 


judgmert over the vaiidity or otnerwise of the 
Havana decision. mucn jess revise 't 

Efforts to avoid showdown: Sut the main 
thrust of India’s dipioracy ‘s armed at averting 
a showdown at the summr on the Kampuchean 
question. !n explaining tne ‘ncian approach ‘to 
this question. the visiting offic.ais have been 
stressing the need for avoiding any open cd: 
ssensions that couid impair the unity of the 
movement. 

it s one thing for the ASEAN countries 
and their supporters to voice their displeasure 
over the Havana degision. but another thing to 
attempt to get it revised with a show of 
majority in favour of such action. The concept 
of a consensus implies the readiness of tne 
dissenting minority to acquiesce in the majority 
view in the larger interests of the movement. 

As the great majority of nor-aligned 
countries had voted during the recent U.N. 
General Assembiy session to let the Sihanouk 
coalition take the Kampuchean seat wnicn was 
hitherto held by Pol Pot nominees. an attenct 
is being made to persuade them to take a 
similar stand at the non-aligned conference. 

This argument is being rebutted Dy those 
opposed to this move witn the plea ‘nat the 
U.N. resoiution had in effect deciced to achere 
to the status quo with only a siight variation, 
which is more or ‘ess in line with the move for 
continuing the converse status quo of keep:ng 
the seat vacant at the non-aligned summut in ac- 
cordance with the Mavana cecision. 

lt is too early to say what shape ‘nis 
diplomatic shadow-boxing on Kampucnea wiil 
‘axe with the aoproach of the summit dates. 
But the Indian emissaries returning from their 
Tips to various countries are sounding 
reasonably confident that it should nct De too 
difficuit to avert the threat of a showdown over 


it. 
India calls for closer ties 


MANAGUA, Jan. 12. 
The External Affairs ‘Minister. Mr. P. V. 
Narasimna Rao. arrived here yesterday to at: 


INDIA 














tend the ministerial meeting of the Non-aligned 
Coordinating Bureau cailed to discuss tne stua- 
tion in Latin America and the Carinoean. He 
was received at the airport by the Nicaraguan 
Foreign Minister, Mr. Migue: dEscoto 
Brockman. 

Shortly after his arrival, Mr. Rao began 
consultations with some of his counterparts. 
One of the first to meet him was the Argentine 
Fore:gn Minister. 

Yesterday at the meeting of the Bureaus 
drafting committee, india expressed concern 
over increasing tension in the Latin American 
and Caribbean region and called fer coopera- 
tion among the non-aigned States 1 resisiing 
ail forms of intervention and irterference in the 
troubdied area. 


in a brief intervention, the indian delegate. 
Mr. R. Muiey, said that n recent years unrest 
and instaorlity and threats of force had muitiol- 
ied. interference and intervention in many 
forms, covert and overt. nad been growing, 
endangering the independence and very ex- 
istence of countries in the region. 

Mr. Muiey said the communique that 
would emerge from the Managua meeting 
should give a clear call for co-existence and 
cooperation of the non-aligned States in resist- 
ing all forms of intervention and interference 
and to reject ail such manoeuvres and methods. 


He weicomed the “constructive changes” 
made by —s in its revised draft pre 
sented to the Bureau meeting and said tt 
formed a good basis for their discussions. 


Toned down: Moderate delegates to the 
conference had yesterday rejected Nicaragua's 
harsh criticism of the U.S. in the draft and 
wanted it toned down. Nicaragua then made 
public a revised version of its “Managua 
communique”, deleting ail references to an 
earlier call for the expuision of the U.S. from 
the Organisation of American States. The 
language of the revised version was signffi- 
cantly toned down 
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LSLAMIC FORCES ASKED TO BE READY 'FOR MORE SERIOUS MOVES' 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 19 Jan 83 p l 


‘Text] TEHRAN (IRNA)--Majlis Speaker Hashemi Rafsanjani stressed here Monday 
that the Islamic Republic was taking care of itself in the region but it 
should be prepared to show those who might ignorantly distrub security of the 
region that Iran would disrupt their calm. 


Speaking in a meeting with a group of navy officers and members of the Islam- 
ic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC), Rafsanjani reiterated that the Islamic 
Republic was not seeking insecurity and chaos but if such sort of situation 
was imposed on it and if there were indications that plots were being hatched 
to deprive Iran of water-ways, the Islamic Republic would not remain silent 
since it gave priority to the maintenance of security in the Persian Gulf. 


He stressed that Iranians, as well as Moslems of the region and the world in 
general needed such a security and if one day Iran was deprived of water-ways 
the thing would happen which the Islamic Republic did not desire. 


The Islamic Republic, he noted, had not so far employed its modern and special 
facilities for the preservation of security in the Persian Gulf region but un- 
fortunately some of the same big powers whose life line was in this region 
were preparing such an explosion with their own hands. 


For instance the French who were providing the Iraqis with modern weaponary 
were dreaming of creating insecurity in a number of Iranian ports and ships, 
Rafsanjani said. He added that they were making a big mistake and hoped that 
his statements would be clear to the world. 


Apparently France was drawing up the worst possible policies from rational 
point of view since it was bringing the future of socialism under question, 


the Majlis speaker remarked. 


The French Socialists who could take a step forward through the victories of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran which could have dealt a heavy blow on the capi- 
talist world, were in practice supporting fugitive Iranian generals who were 
far away from socialism and leftist thoughts, Rafsanjani said. 
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[n fact, he added, the French Socialist Party was a lever in U.S. hands and 
the task of the Zionist and Ronald Reagan had been delegated to .t - being a 
center for regional terrorism. France was providing the Iraqi government 
with sophisticated missiles to attack cargo ships in the Persian Gulf and 
was also preparing visits for the Iranian fugitive terrorists coupled with 
sutting its mass media at their disposal with object to disappointing the 
[slamic Republic, Rafsanjani stressed. 


France, he added, once being Imam Khomeini's host was enjoying a position 
which if understood and employed soundly could contribute to strong relations 
with the world's Moslems. To keep people satisfied suck as Shah Hussein arnJ 
Saddam whose rule had no guarantee of continuity was not wise policy, he said. 


Addressing the visitors, Rafsanjani called on them to maintair further alert- 
ness since the Islamic Republic might show more serious movements in the re- 
zion in the coming months which, Insha-Allah, would be successful as it was 


in the past. 


Appreciating their efforts, the Majlis Speaker said that they had proved 
during the past two years the futility of the enemy conspiracies with a clear 
indication that if Iran might have had a destructive attitude it could have 
distrubed security in the Persian Gulf region and put the world into a crisis. 


The Navy Commander, Admiral Bahram Afzali, referred to the establishment of 
Noah Naval Base with the cooperation of the IRGC and described collaboration 


between the two sides as being on a sincere level. He also pointed out re- 
sional developments and warned on possible threats in the Persian Gulf region. 


CSO: 4600/229 
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PAPER SAYS EAST, WEST 'IMPERIALISTS' STRIVE 'TO DESTROY REVOLUTION’ 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 15 Jan 83 ppl, 2 


[Article by Hatif Etesami] 


[Text] The curtains are rising. As the imposed war on Islamic Iran by the 
Eastern and Western enemies of Islam draws into its final and decisive phase, 
the lies of Soviet and U.S. neutrality are also rapidly evaporating. Day by 
day, as the certainty of Saddam's fall becomes more and more evident and in- 
evitable, the former behind the scenes moves are gradually emerging into the 
sunshine of overt politics. 


Saddam, in his proxy war for the imperialist poles of the East and the West, 
has fallen under the wheel that he himself set into motion three years ago. 
His war not only was an utter failure, it has moreover, proved to be a disas- 
ter for his masters. No doubt the final victory of Islamic Iran will be yet 
another glorious milestone in the history of the Islamic Revolution. The 
Eastern and Western imperialists are justified in their cries of fear; for 
time has come for Islam to take yet another step forward. The Iranian coun- 
ter-revolution in Paris and other Western capitals should bring out the fu- 
neral of their hopes with the funeral of Saddam's regime. 


France, in its capacity as the representative of Western imperialism, has 
maintained continued arms supplies to Iraq since the beginning of the war that 
was commenced by Soviet guns, tanks, bombers and missiles. Jacques Chirac, 
the Parisian mayor in his recent visit to Washington has set the danger sirens 
of Western imperialism going at the aspect of the horror of Saddam's fall. 
Tariq Aziz, Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister, has recently made a tour of Moscow 
and Paris alerting the Eastern and Western imperialists about the imminent 
fall of Saddam's regime. Soviet Union has at last decided to discard the mask 
of neutrality with the resumption of direct supplies of arms to Iraq while the 
West's supplies are effectively channeled through France, Egypt and Jordon. 


Until now the imperialists of the East and West have tried to outstrip one 
another in their lies targetted to defile the image of Iran's independence and 
non-alignment. Lies were circulated by the Western imperialist circles that 
Iran is purchasing arms from the neo-Nazi Zionists. Meanwhile, the Western 
"analysts' hinted maliciously that "Tran is gradually being drawn into the cir- 
cle of Russian influence." Now the Soviet Union, a clumsy follower always, has 
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recently alleged that "the U.S. is supporting rightwing Moslem forces in Iran" 
and that the "U.S. is striving to create circumstances favorable to itself by 


encouraging the rightwing Moslem forces in Iran." 


The Moscow periodical New Times has charged that "the Iranian revolution finds 
itself at a crucial cross-road" and that "it has failed to develop into a so- 
cial revolution."! 

We have no comment abont the stupid hopes that the Soviet Union may have en- 
tertained that the Islamic Revolution of Iran will sooner or later end up in 

a "socialist revolution" led by Russian agents, who would offer their "fin- 
ished revolution" to the Russians Czars to baptise the prey as the new "Iran- 
ian Soviet Socialist Republic". It only proves that the Kremlin has lost all 
sense of history: a fact also proved by its suicidal adventure into Afghani- 
stan. The wretched enemies of Islam have not yet understood the power of this 
Divine religion. Their words and actions make one remember of the tradition 
which says: "Thank Cod for choosing fools to be the enemies of Islam." 


Let the imperialists of the East and the West and their lackies in every cor- 
ner of the world do everything in their power and might to destroy this Revo- 
lution. Let them put their infernal funds, arms, missiles, propaganda, bomb- 
ers and everything they have into the hands of Saddam, and if Saddam is not 
there tomorrow, let them come into the field of battle themselves. We are 
convinced that they will not be able to defeat the Moslems as long as God is 
on our side. And God has warned the enemies of Islam: 


"The unbelievers expend their wealth to bar from the way of God, and they will 
go on expending it until it shall cause them intense regret, then they shall 

be overcome, and the unbelievers shall be mustered into the Hell; that God may 
distinguish the corrupt from the good, and place the corrupt one upon another, 
and so heap them up all together, and drive them into Hell; (Qoran: VIII; 36). 


CSO: 4600/230 
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IRAN 


ADVANCES REPORTED IN VARIOUS INDUSTRIAL ENTERPRISES 


Tabriz Truck Company Increases Output 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 11 Jan 83 p 2 


[Text] TABRIZ, Jan. 10 (IRNA)--The lift truck manufacturing factory of 
Tabriz, in northwest of Iran, will not only meet the demands of the country 
within the next five years but will also be able to export its products, it 
was announced here Sunday. 


From next Iranian year, beginning March 21, 1983, the factory will have two 
work shifts and with the installation of the required equipment, more than two 
thousand lift trucks will be manufactured, an increase of 330 percent over the 


current year. 


During the first nine months of the current Iranian year, beginning March 21, 
1982, more than 465 lift trucks, ranging fromone to four tons were produced by 
the factory, 88 percent increase compared to the same period last year. 


It is predicted that by the end of the year, March 20, about 600 more lift 
trucks will be manufactured by the plant. 


Raw materials needed by the factory are being imported from countries with 
which the Islamic Republic has barter trade. 


Tabriz lift truck manufacturing plant started operation in 1974-75 with the 
cooperation of an English firm. Such a ccoperation saved the British company 


from bankruptcy. 


After the victory of the Islamic Revolution the contract with the English firm 
was terminated and instead, a 5-year agreement was signed with a Bulgarian 
firm for a 5-phase operation. The first two phases are presently in operation 
and the third is due to be put into action shortly. 


With the efforts of the committed workers of the factory, more than 50 items 
of the needed spare parts were produced and installed last year. 
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Word Given on Petrochemical Complex 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 12 Jan 83 p 3 


[Speech by Ahmad Anmadi, director of the Irano-Japanese Petrochemical Project] 


‘Text ]} TOKYO, Jan. 11 (IRNA) — 


. bd J 


The Islamic Republic of Iran has 


informed her Japanese partners 10 
the construction of a petrochemi- 
cal plant in Imam Khomeini port 
in Southern Iran that they have 
time until Thursday to decide on 
resuming construction of the plant 
or else Iran would find other 
Means to complete the plant. 

_ Ahmad Ahmadi, the director of 
the Irano-Japan petrochemical 
project said here today that the 
decision had been conveyed to all 
Japanese companies involved in 
the project adding that “this is our 
last word (to the Japanese).”’ 

Nevertheless, Ahmadi said he 
was generally optimistic about the 
outcome of today’s meeting bet- 
ween the Japanese partners and 
the visitng Iranian delegation and 
expressed hope that the Japanes¢ 
would respond positively. The 
reason for his optimism, he 
added, was that the Japanese had 
promised to make all efforts to 
Meet this deadline. 

This latest round of talks are the 
continuation of many previous 
talks held between the two parties 
since early last year. 


would be paid during the con- 
struction stage in one or two 
instaliments. 

“Tf the Japanese give a positive 
answer by January 13, we will co 
more than we have promised [0 
solve any probiem,”” Ahmadi said. 
“However if the answer is nega- 
tive, Iran does not intend to throw 
the project into the ocean and 


would know how to Clary its 
stand towards the Japanese cOm- » 


pamies and in any case she will 
complete it (the project) through 
other means.” 

According to the Iranian side. 
the total Japanese claim from Iran 
is about 60 million dollars and this 
amount should not be a barrier for 
the resumption of work on the 
project since some $3.5 billion 
have already been spent on the 
plant, which is 85 percent com- 
plete. 

If the Japanese agree to resume 
their work, the Iranian delegation 
has agreed to pay 25 percent of 
the claims and another 25 percent 
when work plans have been drawn 
and the remaining 50 percent 


Nubarakeh Steel Complex to Start Production 


~ehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 17 Jan 83 p 2 


(Interview with Engr Lankerani, 


eering Company of Iran} 


_ : 
| Lext) 
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TEHRAN, Jan 16 (IRNA) — 
The Mubarakeb steel complex in 


southern Isfahan, with an invest- 
ment of 400 billion nals (about 4.7 
billion dollars) and considered to 
be one of the biggest complexes in 
Iran will start operation in the 
vear 1988 and within five years of 
its operation will amortize the 


amount invested. 


Eng. Lankarani, Managing 
Director of the International 
Engineering Company of Iran and 
the otficial in charge of the com- 
plex in an interview with IRNA 
while announcing this said that the 
production capacity of this com- 


managing director of the International Engin- 


plex will be 2.4 million tons of iron 
sheets annually. He also said there 
would be a surplus production of 
600,000 tons for export. 

Eng. Lankarami further said 
that the country’s iron sheet neecs 
are presently imported from the 
EEC and Japan. The iron sheets 
produced, he said range trom 0.3 
mm to 16 mm in thickness. 

Upon commencement in 1988 
the compiex will be totally oper- 
ated by Lranian techmicians and 
workers. A contract had been 
enacted with an Italian firm wo 


1977 for supplying the equipment 
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for this huge complex and tl now 
about 40 percent of the equipment 
has been installed and it is hoped 
that by 1984 the remaining 60 
percent of the equipment will 
arnve at Iranian ports and from 
1984 to 1988 the installanon and 
construction work of the complex 
will be completed enabling pro- 
duction to begin. 

Eng. Lankarani. soeaking 
about the specialities of this com- 
olex said that it utilizes natural gas 
nstead of coal for its production. 
which ruakes us self-sufficient on 
uel. “he natural gas he said 
would be provided from Iran’s 
reserves, which has the second 
‘argest deposit of natural gas wn 
the world. 

Commenting on payments to 
{taly, he said that 1.4 billion dol- 
lars have been given to Italy wn the 
form of promisory notes, out of 
which 100 million dollars have 
been paid up and the remamuing 
sum will be paid up bv 1989. 

Concluding Eng. Lankarani. 
said that the annual production of 
the complex will release 1.1 billion 
dollars which will amornze the 
investment within a period of five 
years. | 
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JUDICIAL REFORMS ENACTED 'TO PROTECT PUBLIC’ 


Chief Prosecutor Welcomes Ulema 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 15 Jan 83 p 2 


[Speech by Ayatollah Yusef Sane'i] 


[Text ] 


TEHRAN, Jan. 15 (IRNA) — 
Chief Prosecutor Ayatollab Yusef 
Sane'i expressed opumism Thurs- 
day that the judscia) aspect 
Islam would be better presented 


than the period-after the lslamic 


Revolution. 

He said that with the coopera- 
tion of the ulema the prosecutors’ 
offices would broaden and mten- 
sify ther efforts to umplement the 
laws of Islam. 

Speaking 0 an interview with 
IRNA, the newly  . Pro- 
secutor General the country 
said that he and al] other judicial 
officals have a very difficult task 
ahead of them since ther work 
affects the people’s lives, property 
and reputation. 


“When a prosecutor issues an 


order for someone's arrest or 
issues ap Order for treezng some- 
one’s property or calls someone to 
court, the least damage done to 
this person would be a loss to his 
reputanon...and if someone spills 
the blood of a Muslim wtention- 
ally. his place wil] be ip hell 
forever A judge should oot only 
be a guardian of the peoples lives 
and property. but he should also 
they reputanoa,” he said. 
Chief Prosecutor Sane'i said 
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that the religious judges had acted 
bravely since the victory of the 
Islamic Revolution when they 


of feariessly ordered executions for 


counter-reviutionanes and “‘if 
they had not, the counter- 
revolutionaries would still be 
existing acd continuing their 
destructive acts and we would aot 
know what our future condition 
would be...the religious judges 
made extraordinary efforts in 
order to establish secunty and 
order in the Islamic society of Lran 
after the revolunon.” 

Ayatollah Sane’i was appointed 
Chief Prosecutor last week by 
Imam Khomeini, replacing 
Ayatollah Rabbani-Amlashi, 
whom the [mar said was suffering 
from faugue. Pnor to his oew 
position, he was a junst of the 12- 
Man (six lawyers and six jurispru- 
dents) Guardian Council. 

ln order to make up for the 
current shortages of religious 
judges, Ayatollab Sane’i said that 
he had a plan wn mund to cooperate 
witb the radio and T V to teach 
Islamic law as wel) as reopen the 
law umiversiues so that teachers 
from the theological schoools 
could come and teach on the 
sub sect. 
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Administrative Justice Office Instituted 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 16 Jan 83 p 2 


[Editorial by S. Moadab] 


(Text ] 





Those who have been hearing things about lran dunng 
the past month may be again asking whai ts happening in 
this country. Unprecedented incidents have taken place 
such as the sacking of a few judges of the revolunonary 
courts, the ousting of at least one commander of the 
Revolutionary Guards Corps, the public lashing of two 
officials of the Commerce Ministry, the fing of one 
deputy minister, legal investigations ino the acnvities of 
one Majlis (Islamic parliament) deputy and last bui not 
least the attomey general of the Islamic Republic was 
replaced by Imam. 

Wha is really taking place inside the Islamic judicial 
System of this revolutionary country? 

Clarification of such questions through our editorial 
column, though a little late, is in keeping wwth our 
tradition. 

There is no doubt that the foreign embassies in Tehran 
follow with scrutiny the daily happenings in the capital. It 
is equally true that powerful antennas via the voice of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran's foreign service, which is 
broadcasting in more than 13 languages 37 hours a day, 
follow what is taking place in this country. 

We remember when a series of interviews started in this 
newspaper with non Iranian diplomats almost all of them 
said we should write more and explain with documents 
what is happening in the country. They urged us to wnte 
in English because they wanted to be informed as much as 
possible. 

To understand the new Islamic and revolutionary 
shake-up introduce 1 by Imam Khomeini nearly a month 
ago some hypothesis must be made. 

1) One of the main reasons why the deeply rooted 
imperial regime was eradicated in Iran was the inatten- 
tiveness of the ruling regime to judicial offenses committed 
by the governmental authorities. 

2) It is part and parcel of a social system to see if the 
established law is obeyed by its official executors. 

3) Even though it is inevitable for a revolutionary 
society to negate the unbalanced laws of the fallen regime 
and.establish new rules, it is extremely dangerous if these 
fules and regulations are made arburanily by personal 
taste in different parts of the land 


+4) Alshough the loyalists to the old regime and those 


who had occupied key posts in the pre-revolutionary 





system must not be permitted to escape justice, those 
assigned to deal with these people must define the area of 
charges and punishments for such people. In other words 
if a corrupt munister of the former regime is found guilty 
the punishment must not exceed the limit of the crime 

5) Revolutionary discipline must not be mixed with any 
trace of anarchy. 

6) Ever since man has been bringing about social 
changes in order to replace a corrupt society opportunists, 
almost without exception in all revolurionary socienes 
have tried to undermine the new system by betraying 
popular confidence. It is the duty of the new regime ‘0 
pursue, find and punish these counerrevolurionary ele- 


disentegrate. 

Considenng these points a short survey of the events 
taking place over the last year shows that to the extent the 
Islamic Republic has been consolidated, self-crincism ts 
more and more a factor in Iran. 

Imam Khomeini, the founder of the Islamic Republic, 
has been the most radical and the most categoncal man in 
Iran for giving warnings (0 us. After Imam appointed the 
chief jusnce, the high judicial council and the attorney 
general according to the constitunonal law, he has 
personally been inspecting thew manner of conducting the 
judicial system and the execution of the Islamic laws. 

In order that offenses of the government employees and 
officials be inspected, a new organ called the Administva- 
tive Jusuce Office (AJO) was formed headed by Hoj- 
jatoleslam Imam: Kashani. 

In almost every area that one could be suspicious of a 
probable offense a cour has been formed and reliable men 
have been appointed at the top. An example is the court 
appointed to prevent offenses in business, in the bazaar 
and to supervise the just distibunon of consumer com- 
modines. 

Beside all these judicial organs [mam has not stopped 
giving his wamings any ame he has seen disorderliness in 
an area. But perhaps his most unportant intervention took 
place when a month ago the Assembly of Experts was 
elected with more than 17 millions votes. Knowing thal a 
vast majonty of the 83 members of this assembly are the 
responsible figures of the Islamic country this vole was in 
fact another vote of confidence in the Islamic Republic 
and its officials. 

Imam Khomeini immediately took an unprecedented 
measure and issued an eight point decree giving the public 
assurances of lawful execunon of affairs and of the 
sanctity of personal and social liberties. Even though our 
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constitunonal law speaks of such assurances Imam put an 
end iw the emergency situanon under which the nanon 
had been living 

Since then we have seen a special organ, the office of 
pursuing Imam’s decree being formed having the chief 
jusnce and the prime minister as two of its members. 
Special committees for inspecting offenses have been 
Jormed and sent to the provinces. Each has three members 
belonging to one of the three governmental branches 
(judical, legislanve, execunve). — 

It is in the supervision of this staff and these committees 
that we see the new judicial shake-up in the country. In 
addition to ail this, the selection councils appointed 
previously in ministries and the armed forces were dissol- 
ved by Imam and a new central supreme council for 
selections has been formed, being responsible for forming 
new Selection councils in each ministry for choosing new 
job applicants along with inspecnon of possible offenses 
commited by the previous employees. 

Even though in a single editorial we are unable to write 
enough about Imam’s decree we can end it by adding that 
[raniars view this shake-up with pride because it uemon- 
strates the stability and consolidanon of the Islamic 
Republic. Let us pray for a longer life for Imam who is at 
the originator of this Islamically necessary move. 


ned 








BILATERAL TRADE AGREEMENTS NEGOTIATED WITH YUGOSLAVIA 


Trade to Triple This Year 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 16 Jan 83 p 2 


(Text ] 


BELGRADE. Jan 158 (IRNA) 
— Iran and Yugoslavia expressed 
they opnmisnc outlook towards 
the expansion of duatera] nes in 
future at the end of the first round 
of talks here Friday between the 
(ranian Commerce Miaister 
Habibollab Asgar-Owlad and 
Yugosiav Foreign Trade Mimister 
Miljenko Boyanic 

The commercial delegauon of 
the Islamic Republic of {rap 
arnved wp the port city of Poia wm 
Croana Republic of Yugoslavia 
Thursday to discuss the expansion 
of economic and trade relanons 
berween the two counties. 

The delegation was welcomed 
al the airport by the Pnme Munis- 
ter of the Republic of Croata, the 
deputy mumster of foreign rade of 
Yugosiavia and the ambassador of 
the Isiamic Republic of Lran 

The ltraniap delegation, due [to 
leave here for Tehran Friday 
afternoon, extended its visit upon 
Bojanic’s request to hold further 
talks and mspect Muslim popu- 
lated areas there. 

According (to the agreement 
signed between the rwo counuies 
some two months ago. the bulk of 
bilateral trade 1s expected O 
increase to 000 aullon dollars 
during the current year, a apie 
rise compared witb the last year 

On the basis of the contract, 
Lran sells one million tons of crude 
ou to Yugosiamia wn addsnon to the 
export of over $0-mulbon-dollas 
worth of 000-0 guods there 

Yugosiava aiso wl meet Lran’s 
needs undustnai and foodstuff pro- 
Gucts during the year 

The Yugoslav exports to Iran 
wil) be mainly meal, rubber. tron 
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stee) and chemical] and medical 
products. ln addinon. Yugosiavia 
ail} cooperate with [raniac 
specialists in a aumber of wdust- 
naj projects wmctuding those for 


shupping 

Republic of Lran One of the two 
ships. specially designed tO carry 
vegetable ou was launched Friday 
afternoon while the Isiamic 
Republic anthem was played and 
iran’s flag was hosted w the pre- 
sence of the two countnes’ rep- 
resentatives, mchuding the direc- 
tor of“ lran'’s shipping company. 


The second ship Raya’, 
will be delivered to [ran oext 
month 


The two ships are aamed 
“Martvt Raya” and “Marty 
Banhonas” after the late president 
and prime curuster of [ran 

Both ships are 176 meters long. 
32 meters wide and [5 meters high 
allocatd to carrving vegetabie 
to lran’s ports while being able to 

fous various types of cheau- 
cals and ov products. 

The two ships. w addinon (© 
Martyr Behesht) ship purchased 
sax months ago. enable [rap to 
save a remarkabdle amount of 
foreign exchange and by using 
lranian experts totally remove its 
dependence on foreign anspor: 
tatiod compames 

The cost of each ship amounts 
to 20 § millon dollars while each 
needs a crew of 30 including 
engineers. captains and othe: staff 
for operation. 
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Iran Buys Two More Ships 


Tenran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in 


SARAJEVO. Yugos.avia, Jan 
16 (IRNA) — The Iiragian 
economic delegation headed by 
Commerce Minister Habibillah 
Asgar-Owladi arrived here Satur- 
day afternoon after visiting a fac- 
tory in the port city of Pola in the 
Croatia Republic and was wel- 
comed by the Bosnia Republic’s 
Vice-President and other high 
ranking local cfficials. 


Talks are scheduled between 
the Iranian delegation and the 
economic officals of the republic 


English 17 Jan 83 p 2 


today and Monday. The Iranians 
are also planning to visit a number 
of Islamic centers here before 
leaving for Belgrade later 


Monday. 


The Lramian delegation arnved 
in Belgrade on Thursday ard held 
its first round of economic talks 
Friday on board of the “lran- 
Bahonar’” 40-000-ton ship ... 

chased by Iran, in the port of 
ola. Lran has also purchased two 
other ships which will be delivered 
later un the vear, and will be used 


Minister Visits Muslim Areas 


specially ‘or carrying vegetabie cu 
ang certain other chemical pro- 
Cucts 

The bdulk of diulateral trade bet- 
ween the two countries is 
expected to reach some 600 mull- 
ion U S. doliars this year. which is 
almost tmple the amount of trace 
in 1982. Iran is to export one 
million tons of crude ou to Yugos- 
lavia in addition to some $0) mul- 
‘on dollars worth of non-ou pro- 
ducts. Yugosiana will provice 
Iran with :ncustnal. anc medica 
products and food-stutts. 


rehran XAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 18 Jan 83 p 2 
‘Speech by Minister of Commerce Habibollah Asgar-Cwladij 
collaboranon detween iran and 


‘Text } 


“SARAJEVO, Jan. 17 (IRNA) 
Minister 


Habibollah Asgar-Owiadi expre 
Asgar ie 
ssed here Sunday, Iran’s desire for 
the expansion of over-all 
economic, commercial and indust- 
nal tes with Yugoslavia. 


by 

Bosmia Republic allocates 
to itself some 14 percent of the 
total bilateral transactions of the 
two countries. 

— On the third day of his wistt, 
Iranian commerce Minister 





Speaiang in a ing with the Habibollah Owladi Satur- 
Bosnia Republics View President itch Na’im. 3 
hed cinoma 0 beder 009 wen one | 

} a who was con- and i ’ ti 

anung the policy - gin eo explained Iran's position 
domination o rs 

with all force. — 

The mumister appreciated the 
relanve freedom of religious con- 


to 
vation and revival of its economy 
and industry and called for further 
unlization of present possibilities 
for the expansion of mutual tes. 

He referred to joint ventures in 
aod cooperation in the Third 
Wagid markets as new basis for 
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PAKISTAN 


DISPUTE OVER ZIA'S CLAIM MARTIAL LAW IS CONSTITUTIONAL 


Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 11 Dec 82 p 3 
{[Editoral: "Martial Law and Constitutional Government" ] 


[Text] While addressing a group of representative American journalists in the 
National Press Club in Washington, President Ziaul Haq claimed that his govern- 
ment is a constitutional government and that the Supreme Court of Pakistan 

has given its confirmation to the steps he took in taking control of the 
government in 1977. This is probably the first time that President Ziaul Haq 
has called his martial law government a constitutional government. He made 
this claim during a foreign tour in a gathering of foreign journalists, 

and doubtless he must have had some compulsion or expediency in mind. Other- 
wise he certainly understands and knows very well that a martial law govern- 
ment which has come into power by suspending the constitution can hardly be 

a constitutional government or have the position or distinction of a represen- 


tative government. 


President Ziaul Haq's reference to steps he took in 1977 is clearly to his 
promulgation of martial law in the country in his status as Commander in Chief 
of the Armed Forces. The first thing he did in his status as Martial Law 
Administrator was to suspend the most important articles of the constitution. 
These were the articles of the constitution which were about democratic and 
representative government and the fundamental rights of the citizens, and with 
their suspension not only was the very concept of constitutional government 
ended in the country, but the powers of the court were also abrogated. Now 
rather than being free and independent, the judicial system had come under the 
control of martial law, and in declaring the martial law government a legiti- 
mate government it did the only thing it could do under the law of necessity 
after having been deprived of constitutional protection. In this regard we 
have before us the example of a court decision from the time of Yahya Khan. 
The Supreme Court said the martial law government of Yahya Khan was legitimate, 
but after that government was removed from power, the same Supreme Court 
declared Yahya Khan an usurper and his martial law government illegitimate 

and illegal. The law of necessity comes into action as a result of the 
repudiation of the law and constitution, and it does not look at any consti- 
tutional or legal justification or tradition, but at the wish and intention 

of the group in power. To present as a testimonial or confirmation a 

decision taken under the lame excuse of the law of necessity by a court 
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deprived of the rights and protections of the constitution would be completely 
baseless and inappropriate. No democratic and civilized society would accept 
it as a plausible proof. Whatever the reaction to this proof given by the 
President of Pakistan by those present in America, you won't find a single 
person inside the country of Pakistan ready to consider the martial law 
government a constitutional government. The constitution gives birth to a 
parliament and the parliament to a representative government. To call a 
martial law government synonymous with a constitutional government after it 
has ended all constitutional and democratic institutions would be an outright 
contradition of all principles, assurances and promises. If President Ziaul 
Haq would devote his entire attention to restoring the constitution and estab- 
lishing a representative government as soon as possible by means of general 
elections instead of starting unnecessary controversies it would be better for 
the nation and country and for Presdient Zia himself. 


9914 
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PAKISTAN 


REPORT ON INTERVIEW WITH MUSLIM LEAGUE LEADER YUSUF KHATAK 


Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 12 Dec p 5 
[Article: "No Possibility of National Government Seen in Near Future"] 


[Text] Lahore, 11 December. The elderly Muslim League leader Yusuf Khatak 
has stated that he sees no possibility in the near future for a national 
government and that the report recently published in the newspapers about 

Pir Pagara's recent meeting with the president in this regard is incorrect. 
Speaking with JASARAT the past evening after arriving in Lahore from Peshawar, 
he said that in his opinion it would be very beneficial and appropriate to 
temporarily establish a national government before holding general elections, 
but now there are no elections anywhere in sight, so for him the establish- 
ment of a national government also seems far away. In answer to a question 

he said that Pir Pagara may be correct in saying that the Muslim League will 
regain power but this could only happen through a rapprochment with the govern- 
ment. Pir Pagara's use of the word "surrender" in this regard is doubtless 

a joke as there is no war or lines of battle here that there should be any 
occasion for surrender. He said that if at some stage there should be a 
proposal for participation in the government, a decision on this would be made 
by the Muslim League Working Committee. Pir Pagara was not authorized to make 
such a decision alone. He said that at the moment the Muslim League was not 
at all prepared for elections as, due to the prolonged restrictions on politi- 
cal activity, all the work of the Muslim League was suspended. He said they 
would need at least 1 1/2 to 2 years to prepare for elections. He said that 
only the unity of effective and like-minded political parties can be beneficial 
for the country. He considered the Muslim League, Jamat-i Ulema-i Pakistan, 
Jamat-i Islami and Jamat-i Ulema-i Islam to be effective and like-minded 
parties, and said that to some extent the Tahrik-i Istiqlal could also be 
included with them. In regard to the problem in Afghanistan he said that the 
speeches of Ghafar Khan and Wali Khan in no way represent the view of the 
people of the frontier. How can these elderly servants of God call this war 

a war between America and the Soviet Union when there are thousands of Soviet 
soldiers in Afghanistan and not a single American soldier? He said, with 
whose support is Ghafar Khan proposing mediation in regard to the problem of 
Afghanistan? What is he, after all? If he is making this proposal on behalf 
of the Soviet Union or the Karmal regime, then why shouldn't Pakistan speak 
with the Soviet Union or Karmal regime directly rather than through some agent? 
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In answer to another question he said that the Afghan refugees are our 
brothers whom we welcome with open hearts and open arms, but keeping hundreds 
of thousands of refugees idle in camps for a long period may prove a cause 

sf some difficulties in the future. Thus it would be appropriate that we 
give more serious and farsighted thought to their settlement, as it is 
unlikely that they will be able to go back in the near future. He proposed 
that the refugees be allotted government lands near the Afghanistan border 

in the Frontier Province and in Baluchistan and those lands be made tillable 
from the money coming for their aid. This way not only will our brothers not 
be a burden on us in regard to their food, but they will also retain their 
self-respect. And it will be very beneficial and appropriate for us from the 


standpoint of defense as well. 


9914 
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PAKISTAN 


NWFP GOVERNOR DEFENDS REFUGEES' CAUSE 


Karachi DAWN in English 21 Jan 83 p ll 





[Text ] 


CSO: 





PESHAWAR, Jan 20: NWFP 
Governor, Lt-Gen. Fazle Haq has 
said that the problem of Afghan re- 
fugees was purely humanitarian is- 
sue and no nation could be oblivi- 
ous to the miseries of her neigh- 
bours when they have strong religi- 
ous bonds. 

Addressing a civic reception at 
Bannu on the fifth day of his week- 
long meet-the-peopie tour of Dera 
Ismail Khan division, Gen. Fazile 
Haq said whatever contribution 
Pakistan had made was mainly due 
to her religious and humanitarian 
relations and added that critics of 
this’ policy were distorting the 
facts. 

He strongly criticised the conf- 
licting claims of these elements as, 
he said on the one hand they make 
complaint of Press censorship and 
on the other outbursts were promi- 
nently carried and displayed in the 
news columns. 

Similariy, their claim become re- 
dundant when they said that they 
were not permitted to visit refugee 
camps, as government had not im- 
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posed any restriction on the move- 
ment of Afghan refugees or their 
visitors in and outside the:r camps. 

The Governor also took strong 
exception to the vicious prop- 
aganda that Pakistan should adopt 
position like that of West Germany 
and Japan with regard to its de- 
fence capabilities. He called upon 
the people to consider the fact that 
who were the elements giving such 
advise and who were their master- 
minds behind this suggestion. 

He assured the people that 
Pakistan would never forget its de- 
fence requirements and added that 
all possible steps would be taken to 
defend the ideological and territo- 
rial frontiers of the country. 

He refuted the charges that 
Pakistan was not paving way for 
the return of Afghan refugees. He 
said that Pakistan wanted honour- 
able and dignified return ot Afghan 
refugees to an independent and 
non-aligned Afghanistan. “We will 
be too glad to welcome if our politi- 
cal fans can arrange this”, said the 
Governor. 
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FUNDING PROJECTIONS, PROBLEMS OF SIXTH PLAN ANALYZED 
Karachi DAWN in English 16 Jan 83 Economic & Business Review pp I, IV 


fAarticle by M. Ziauddin] 





[Text | 


THE ROUGH outlines of 
the Sixth Five Year Plan are 
now reportedly ready. At 
the moment they are said to 
be in the process of being 
chiselled into final shape by 
a hard core theam of specia- 
lists from the Planning Com: . 
mission, working away from ~ 
the Seretariat’s ‘P’ Block in 
a house rented for the pur- 
pose in a residential sector 
of the capital. : 

The tentative size of the Plan is : 
estimated to be around Rs 360 bil- 
lion at constant prices (Rs. 540 bil- | 
lion at current prices) against Fifth 
Plan's Rs 210 billion. While in the: 
current Plan nearly 70 per cent of 
the total size was reserved for the 
pubiic sector. the new Plan is ex- 
pected to reduce this sector's size. 
to about 60 per cent. 


The Sixth Plan is likely to envis- , 


age a six to seven per cent overall. 
growth with the industrial sector. 
showing an eight per cent growth 
rate and agriculture a five per cent 
growth rate. The entire industrial’ 
sector, with the exception of a few: 
already operating large scale in- 
dustries and defence production, is 
expected to be thrown open to the 
private sector while the public sec- 
tor will confine itself to social and 
infrastructural facilities. 

The Plan reportedly envisages no 
new capacities in the textile sector 
as there already exists about 34 per 
cent unutilised capacity in the yarn 
units and 53 per cent in cloth mills. 
Setting up of 10 sugar and 8 cement. 


117 





factories is proposed during 1983-" 
87. In veiw of the expected annual : 
yeild of one million tons of steel 
trom Pakistan Steel Mills, the Plan 
is likely to present a comprehen- 
sive programme for expanding the 
engineering goods industry. with | 
emphasis on the manufacture of ag- 
ricultural machinery. 


The Plan is said to have focused 
its attention on exploiting the Mid- 
dle East food market and re- 
portedly envisages a 10-fold in- 
crease in the export of agriculture 
items such as food, fruits and flow- 
ers to the Middle East countries 
during the Plan period. 

According to informed sources, 
the Plan will allocate 10 per cent of 
the public sector-funds for rural de- 
velopment to be carried out by the 
institution of local Government. It 
is likely to recommend enhance- 
ment in the powers of local govern- 
ments on the ground that its pre- 
sent responsibilities (drinking wa- 
ter, road construction upto three 
miles and primary education) were 
not large enough to allow it to 
utilise more than two per cent of 
the 10 per cent allocation proposed 
for it. 

In the energy sector, the Plan ts 
reported to have drawn up an am- 
bitious, capital intensive prog- 
ramme most of which !s proposed to 
be financed by external assistance. 
Major allocation in this sector 1s 
likely to be reserved for oil expiora- 
tion and enhancing hydel capacity. 

In the public sector, the Plan re- 
portedly envisages increased at- 
tention on water. However, accord- 
ing to informed circles the matter 





of sectoral allocations is still being’ 


sorted out because of the ambitious » 
nature of proposals for each sector. - 
According to a highly realiable : 


source, the Plan is being rushed 
through without first sorting out 
the discrepancies that have crept 
up in some basic projections. For 
instance, it is not yet clear whether 
the Plan is based on over three per 
cent growth rate of population or 
2.8 per cent. 


While the Plan size looks overly 


ambitious, there is so far no indica 
tion as to how and from where so 
much money will be mobilised to 


finance it. Informed optimists | 


claim that the Plan could be 
financed to the extent of 81 per: 
cent from domestic savings. 


Funding: two views 


4 


Independent 2conomists when 
asked for comments on the prop- ° 
osed outlines of the Plan said that it 
was too ambitious and would add a 
heavy burden of debts as it was 
totally impossible to finance it 
through domestic resources even to 
the extent of 50 per cent. 

They said that the planners | 
should have taken lessons from the 





factories during the Plan period be- ~ 
cause the domestic capacity for 
manufacturing sugar un.ts was one 
unit in 16 months while for cement 
units it was One unit in 18 months. 
He said it would be more realistic 
only six sugar mils and four ce- 
ment factories were proposed to be 
t up during the Plan period. 


Engneering goods 


Another industrialist said it 
would be an economic folly to at- 
tempt to expand the capacity in the 
engineering goods industry as the 
existing public sectur engineering 
woods industry itself has nearly 00 
per cent spare capacity. According 
to him the Pakistan Automobiles 
was working at 64 per cent capac- 
ity, Heavy Foundary and Forge ar . 
23 per cent, Heavy Mechanical . 
Complex at 33 per cent PECO ar 40 
per cent, PMTC at 76 percent and 
Pakistan Steel] Mills at 36 per cent. 
He said only the Pakistan: 
Switchgear factory was operating 
above capacity. 

He thought that with further di- . 
versification in the engineering | 


.goods industry there would be 


scope for additional capacity in this 
sector. But he insisted that di- 
versification was possible only in 


failure of the current five-year plan : 
which, according to one estimate, is ' 
likely to show a shortfall of over 50 
per cent mainly because of non: : 
availability of funds. 

Apprehending a total collapse of 
the Plan, the Government midway 
through the current Plan period . 
had to introduce a mid-term plan of + 
three years for public sector which : 
in effect meant extending the Plan | 


agricultural machinery because 
local demand for other products 
was very negligible and there wa no 
export potential as our quality and 
prices will not competitive. In any . 
case, he confended, during the next * 
tive years Pakistan wouid not be 
able to absorb more than 400.000 
tons of steel out of the one million 
tons expected to be produced by 


period by one year. 
Case for textiles 
A well informed indusrrialist de- 


scribed the decision not to expand 
the capacity in the textile sector as 


de 


realistic but he said the under-. 


developed regions which are not in 
a position to set up sophisticated 
industries will have to be pre- 
sented with an alternative option 
‘tor establishing manufacturing un- 
its as simpie as the textile mills and 
it the Plan did not have such an 
alternative then there should be 
exemption for underdeveloped re- 
gion from the rujie banning the ex- 
pansion in textile capacity. 

The same industrialist said that 
it would not be possible to set up 10 


sugar mills and eight cement, 





the Pakistan Steel Mills annually. 

Another independent economist 
said that if the existing industrial 
Capacities available to private and . 
public sectors were used to max- 
imum extent and suitable changes 
were brought about in the fiscal 
policies, the country would achieve 
an eight per cent growth rate in the 
industrial sector without any need 
for additional industrial capacity 
at a very high cost to the nation. 


Agriculturists’ views 


Likewise, agriculturists believe 
that in veiw of a positive cropping 
intensity in Pakistan, it would not 
require more than sound planning 
to achieve a five per cent growth 
rate in Agriculture. These ag- 
riculturists sounded skeptical ab- 
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out the Plan's proposal to enhance 
export of food items to Middle East 
countries by cenivid. 

The people of the Middle East. 
these agriculturists pointed out, 
have developed the habit of using 
high quality tood items packed 
scientifically. Moreover Middle 
East countries are importing some 
of these items, which Pakistan 
could replace, trom other Third 
World countries in order to help 


them overcome the economic crisis. 


caused by oil price hikes and also to 
establish long term friendly 
relations. 

In the opinion of these ag- 
riculrurists, it would be quixotic to 
bank on the Middle East promise 
for food items exporis. They, how- 
ever, agreed that export of food 
items to Middle East countries 
would expand with the increase in. 
the number of Pakistani overseas 
workers in those countries because 
most of the food items exported to 
Middle East’ countmmes from 
Pakistan were used bv Pakistani’ 
workers employed there. re 


Public sector’s role 


Unofficial economists view the, 
proposed policy of confining the° 
public sector activity to only sacial 
sectors and some large scale in- 
dustries with apprehension. They. 
said, in the backward regions, espe- 
cially Baluchistan, NWFP and rural> 
Sind, no private entrepreneur 
world like to establish industries, : 
thereby widening the existing 
economic gap between these re- 
wions and the developed areas. 
They said the public sector should 
have a plan tu promote industrial 
sation of these backward regions. | 

Some economists are of the opt 
nion that if somehow the leaks in 
the WAPDA’'S supply system — 
which are estimated to be Causing a 
loss of aruund 32 per cent of total 
power productiun annually — 
could be stopped, the country 
would not be needing un overly am- 





bitious energy plan for 
the next five years. With 
limited funds, Pakistan 
could develop its proven 
gas reserves as well as 
do oil prospecting to a 
significant extent. 

Reliable sources be- 
lieve that finally the 

Plan would be cut to size 
by the Planning Commission 
which now has five civil 
servants as members in- 
cluding the chairman, Mr 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan, Mr H.U. 
Beg, Federal Finance Sec- 
retary and Mr Ejaz Naik, 
Federal Secretary for 
Economic Affairs were in- 
ducted on the Commission 
recently. 

“They said, despite his dreams 
which he has been spelling out in 
dazzling terms since he took over, 
the assignment of Deputy 
Chairman, Planning Commission, 
Dr. Mahbubul Haq would have to 
settle dcwn finally to a Plan 
steeped in historical traditions 
which would mean foreign assist- 


ance fuelled growth sans distribu- 
tive justice. © 2 ee 





PAKISTAN 


BETTER LAND DISTRIBUTION FOR ACHIEVING SIXTH PLAN TARGETS SUGGESTED 
Karachi DAWN in English 16 Jan 83 Economic & Business Review p III 


{Article by S. M. Huda] 


‘ miajor part of investment and pro- 
duction has been limited to a few 
sectors. The groups outside the, 
market economy have hardly any | 
link with it. Economic policies, in. : 
the past, benefited only a small sec- 
tion of the population. What is re- 
quired is to accelerate the rate of 
development of those poverty 
gtoups who suffer from lack of. 
physical, human and in-: 
frastructural capital. 


Poverty groups — 


‘These poverty groups have to be' 
indentified and targets for their de- 


* THE” SIXTH © Five-Year’ 
‘Plan is to start this year. In: 
‘formulating it, we have to; 
be clear about our objec-. 
tives. We have been fond of - 
expanding our development 
expenditure. The expendi- 
ture of the Third Plan was. 
five times the size of the 
First Plan. We are being: 
told that the Sixth Plan 
would be two and a half: 
times bigger than the Fifth : 
Plan. What should have the . 


[Text } 


highest priority is that fruits. 


of this high expenditure 
reach the people. 

If there are administrative and 
economic obstacles, it may well be 
that a modest Plan would be more 
beneficial than a high expenditure 
Plan with heavy dependence on 
foreign assistance, because of a low 
rate of domestic saving. We have to 
be sure as to what extent we can 
mobilise our resources and are pre- 
pared to accept austerity. How far 
we are prepared to face the displea- 
sure of the elite and vested in- 


‘ 


terests? It may be a political ques- - 
tion but a decision has to be taken 


that, come what may, some unp- 
leasant measures will be taken if 
we have to achieve a rate of growth 
which will reach the people as a 
whole. 

The importance of growth cannot 
be minimised but it has to form as 
integral part of a distributive 
strategy. The one is no more exclu- 
sive of the other. Our past develop- 


ment experience has shown that a. 
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velopment have to be laid down. 
Not only has information to be col- 


lected relating to these groups but © 
development projects have to be 
monitored to see what benefit they ; 
would bring to them. If there are 
leakages and the benefits are being 
passed to other groups necessary 
policy measures will be needed to 
rectify the situation. 


In Pakistan, a majority of these 
poverty groups are in the rural sec- 
tor but they have been growing 
among the urban population also. 
In rural areas one could identify 
such groups as those of landless 
labourers, small farmers and art- 
sans while in urban areas they are 
mostly unskilled workers and self- 
employed workshops. 

According to studies made by 
Harold Chenery, the income of a 
household is derived from assets 
like land, privately owned capital 
goods and human capital which inc- | 
ludes various forms of skill. The 
lower income groups have the dis- 
advantages of lack of skill, absence 





of ownership of physical’ capital’ 
and lack of access to other assets. 
and inputs. What is, therefore, re-- 
quired is not only to promote emp- 
loyment, which would raise the 
wages of lower income group but. 
also to change the pattern of con- 
centration of productive assets like‘ 
land. etc, and provide to these! 
groups access to other types of use- 
ful production. : 
It is not a question of the distribu- 
tion of the income of the rich to the 
poor but of the strategy of public, 
investment to be directed to im- 
prove the productive capacity and 
income of the poor. Public invest- 
ment will have to be directed to 
building their physical capital as: 
well as to provide access to other’ 
resources. | 


In the rural sector, family income 
is limited because of the restricted 
availability of land and inputs like ’ 
capital improvement, working cap- 
ital, fertilisers, etc. What is, there- . 
fore, required is a strategy which; 
would increase productivity by pro-’ 
viding private assets like land and ' 
public assets like infrastructure... 
There has, therefore, to be a mix of | 
policies which would ensure physi-: 
cal, financial facilities and upgrad- | 
ing of skill. This, in turn, would re- j 
quire a significant redirection of , 
investment. : 

The Deputy Chairman of the 
Planning Commission, . Dr 4 
Mahbubul Haq has been emphasis ' 
ing the need to provide in! 
frastructural facilities like health, 
education, etc, to the urual sector 
but he has been silent about the . 
redistribution of the ownership of 
physical capital like land which ; 
would provide the main incentive ' 
for increased production by : 
farmers. 


Rural sector 

After all, ownership of land is the, 
greatest incentive to increased pro- 
duction. Four-fifths of rural poor. 
household do not possess land. Ac- 
cording to an estimate, out of a to-: 
tal area of 48 million acres avail-. 


able for cultivation 35 per cent is, 


owned in one way or the other dy 
big landlords who form 1.2 per 
cent. Landless labour is estimated 
to have risen to about three million 
househoids or 33 percent of all 
rural households in 1972, com-. 
pared with 9.4 percent in 1960. 
There is an urgent need for re- 


structuring of land ownership, : 
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otherwise ~ investments” in in-* 
frastructural facilities may not be- 
nefit the rural sector for whom the 
investments are intended we have 
the experience of the rural com- 
munity development programmes 
ot the past. They have not been suc- 
cessful because rich land owners 
had little difficulty in manipulat- 
ing their contro! over them and 
utilise them to their own benefit. 

We have often heard about the ; 


rapid growth rate in South Korea 
and Taiwan but few realise that ex- 
tensive land reform was the base 
for their higher agricultural pro- 
duction. Near to our borders, we. 
have the example of Indian Punjab. 
where peasant proprietorship. 
along with consolidation of hold- 
ings have contributd to the enorm- 
ous increase in production. In the 
Indian Punjab the average yield 
per acre of wheat increased from 
9.8 maunds in 1950-51 to 26.2 


‘maunds in 1971-72. The yield of 


rice increased from 9.7 maunds in 
1950-51 to 22.2 maunds in 1971-72. 
The ceiling on land alongwith con- 
certed efforts towards consolida-~ 
tion of holding and supply of credit 
and inputs through co-operatives 
were the principal factors which 
contributed to this increase in 
production. ' 

In Pakistan since production re- 
mains concentrated in few hands, 
national yield per unit has not, 
shown considerable improvment. 
Better seed, fertiliser, irrigation 
water, credit and extension’ 
services have benefited farmers of" 
50 acres and above. This has re-: 
sulted in widening the income gap 
in the rural population. , 

For a redistributive strategy, 
land reform hold great promise. 
Unlike nationalisation of in 
dustries, where poor may benefit 
indirectly, land reform benefits 
very poor groups directly. Along- 
with consolidation of holdings, it 
should have a high priority in the 
next Plan. , 


Urban sector 


In urban areas the poor mainly 
consist of unskilled workers and 
self employed workshops. Provi-. 
sion of employment should have 
the highest priority for this group. 
Labour intensive industrnes, espe- 
cially consumer goods industries, 
would provide to them increased 
goods for consumption and also 
employment. _ 











In order to make small work-shops productive, measures should be taken to 
make available to them improved skill and access to facilities like credit, 
physical capital, etc. The present banking practice has also to be modified 
to enable small workshops to obtain loans easily. This will improve their 
living conditions and at the same time contribute to the distribution of 


wealth. 
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OIL PRICE RISE DISCUSSED ; OFFICIAL CLAIMS DISPUTED 


Karachi DAWN in English 18 Jan 83 p 7 


(Article by Sultan Ahmed] 


(Text } 


WHILE Finance. Minis- 
ter Ghulam Ishaq Khan 
was maintaining that ,the 
cost of transporting 
goods by trucks would 
rise by only one paisa per 
maund per mile as a re 
sult’ of the ten per cent 
rise in petrol price, offi- 
cials in Karachi were 
signing an- agreement 
with the truck-owners, in- 
creasing their freight rate 
by 33 per cent. 

The 2.000 truck-owners - had 
struck work for three days, fol- 
lowing the rise in POL prices, to 
back their demand for a 66 per 
cent rise, but finally settled for a 
50 paisa rise per mile — from Rs. 
1.55. 

Simultaneously, in spite of the 
assertion of the Finance Minis 
ter that gas-based production 
will now cost only 0.67 per cent 
more. bakers and _ restaurants 
and a host of others in the retail 
trade have pushed up their 
prices steeply. and thev include 
those who hardly use any gas. 

The sharp contrast between 
the punctilious official asser- 
tions and the ugly market reality 
is a painful feature of our 
economic life with its  distor- 
tions and varied  contortions. 
The Finane Minister and the of- 
ficial estimates or forecasts 
speak on the basis of fine 
mathematical calculations oF 
the handiwork of a computer, 
but the market goes by the 
brutal law of supply and demand 
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and” the *wild manipulations of 
profiteers who are plenty in our 
midst. | 
Additional taxation | 
The same kind of fine calcula- 
tions were done three years ago 
when the Finance Minister 
proposed additiona! taxation for, 
a record Rs. 5,100 million and 
contended that its impact on the 
price rise would be a mere 4 per 
cent. Following a nation-wide 
uproar the additional taxation 
was slashed by Rs. 1,350 million 
by President Ziaul Haq, reduc- 
ing the increase to Rs. 3,750 mil- 
lion. And at the end of the year- 
1979-80 the price rise, as admit- 
ted by the State Bank of 
Pakistan, was 11.6 per cent, and 
in the following year it rose to 13 
per cent. Instances of the large 
gaps between official forecasts 
and the painful realty are toc 
plentiful and an every dav en- 
perience to need detailing here. 


It the forecasts go wrong, 
computations of the price rise 
or inflation by official agencies 
in Pakistan can be equally mis- 
leading. The Finance Minister 
says that the consumer price in- 
dex rose by only 2.5 per cent 
during the first four months of 
this financial ‘year. ending Oc- 
tober. And by November the 
percentage went down to two 
per cent. If ail this is true, we 
should be close to nil inflation 
soon. : 
But how is that possible in a 
year in which additional taxa- 
tion went up by Rs. 4,920 million, 
and a half of that is to be given 
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away as higher wages to state 
emplovees? r. 

In the same brief period the 
government not only resorted 
to deficit financing to the pre 
scribed limit of Rs. 5,700 million 
for the whole year but also ex- 
ceeded that by Rs. 500 million as 
tacitly admitted by the Finance 
Minister. All that is a lot of 
money going into the market 
and increasing the demand 
which should normally push up 
prices. 

It was also the period in which 
the devaluation of the rupee had 
risen to 22.5 per cent, making 
the dollar costlier by 29 per cent. 
And if to_add_to_that. importers 
had to pay a new five per cent 
charge as well domestic prices 
had to go up. 

It was also a period of increas 
ing home remittances, most of 
which get spent here. The home 
remittances in 1981-82 rose to 
2.4 billion dollars, from 2.2 bil- 
lion dollars in the previous year. 
And the Governor of the State 
Bank has spoken of a 30 per cent 
increase in home remittances 
during the current. financial 
year. That is a lot of money to be 
pumped into the market, 
particularly when the depen- 
dents of those overseas are get- 
ting 29 per cent more for their 
dollars or dirham instead of Rs. 
9.90’ . 

The imports have not in 
creased much either to suck up 
this flood of money. If imports 
increased in 1981-82 by 3.5 per 
cent only, they have risen by 
only one per cent since then. 

If in spite of these five major 
developments consumer price 
rise until November was only 2 
per cent none of the laws of 
economics appears [to apply to 
Pakistan. It appears that the offi- 
eial concept about the inap- 
plicability of the Western demo 
cratic system to Pakistan ap 
plies to Western economic con- 
cepts as well. Neither Key- 
nesianism, nor supply side 
economics nor monetarism has 
any relevance to our economy. 
which seems to be an all too unt 
que system. 

It is here very relevant to ask 
that if a substantial rise 10 petrol 
or gas prices would increase the 
cost of production of gas based 
industries by only 0.67 per cent 
and of power production bv 
WAPDA by only one paisa per 
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unit, and if bus fares ought to 
rise by only two-third of a paisa 
per mile, why were not such in- 
creases effected earher and gas 
and oil production increased 
enormously? For that matter, 
one may even ask that if the im- 
pact of such price rise will be so 
nominal on the general price 
level, why were not the prices 
raised higher and the acute 
shortage of power and gas. 
which is crippling our industries 
and shutting our shops early in 
the evening, banished a long 
time ago. 


No mechanism 


It is one thing for the Finance 
Minister to say that as a result of 
the rise in the prices of gas and 
oil the general price increase 
should be only so much . and 
quite another for him to forecast 
that it will be so little or assert 
shat. it will be sopEven if the price 
rise “ought to be as low as he 
says, he*does not have any 
mechanism to ensure that. And 
it is not enough if prices are 
brought down for a couple of 
davs through police or Martial 
Law raids and then allowed to 
find their own high levels. 


But the consumer in Pakistan, 
the foregotten factor in our 
economy, is always playing a 
losing game, if he is not a sitting 
duck. He is told at first that the 
result of a substantial tax in- 
crease or a rise in the varied ad- 
ministered prices on the gen- 
eral price level would be very 
low. He does not agree, as his 
bitter experience is far diffe- 
rent. But at the end of the year, 
or the middle of the vear, he ts 
told the price rise is very low, as 
he is now told it is as low as two 
per cent until November. 

If such gross under- 
estimations of the price mise by 
finance ministers were true 
there would not have been the 
officially admitted inflation of 
300 per cent in 10 years and the 
purchasing power of the rupee 
would not have come down in 
the same priod to 25 paisa. Ac- 
cording to non-official  esti- 
mates or calculations the drop 
in the purchasing power of, the 
rupee in the same period is 
even lower. 

When raising a price or in- 
creasing a tax the finance and 
other ministers say that the 
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people should not mind paying 
a little more for the sake of sec- 
urity, or progress of the country. 
The fact is that the people can 
do more for a single item any 
time, and they should, when re- 
ally necessary. But they cannot 
pay higher taxes, higher prices, 
heavier rent and _ forbidding 
transportation costs together. 
All this money has to come out 
of a single pay packet, and so 
the wage earner begins to re 
sent all the imports, although 
each of them may have their in- 
dividual merit. There is a limit 
upto which thé consumer. who 
is the beast of tax, price and rent 
burden, will bear his load cheer- 
fully or stoically. After that he 
will protest. , 


Two questions 


The nomindf impact on the 
price level, of oil and gas, follow- 
ing the rise in the price of which 
the Finance Minister has spo 
ken with so much confidence, 
gives rise to two _ basic 
questions: 


1. Will he ensure that the rise 
in electricity rates and the fare 
of the railways, PIA etc will be as 
low as he maintains they should 
be? Will he ensure that the rise 
in cement and fertiliser prices 
when they come will also be 
fracnonal? Instead, the Rail- 
ways Minister, Lt-Gen, Saeed 
Qadir, is quoted as saying the 
railways are considering a 15 
per cent increase in the fare 
plus a sharp rise in local train 
fares. . 

2. Will the increase in salaries 
for the government employees 
to come, following the recom- 
mendations of the Pay Commis- 
sion in April, too, will be as low 
as the two per cent increase in 
inflation or a little over that? In 
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spite of the talk of a low rate of 
inflation, the additional pay- 
ments for official empiovees 
will cost Rs. 2.460 million more 
this vear without the new an- 
nouncements to come. Clearly, 
between the grossly under- 
estimated inflation rate and the 
actual increase in emoluments 
for the state employees there is 
a substantial gap. That is ought 
to bridge by bringing the two 
closer to each other. 


Obviously the error in com- 
puting prices begins at the 
stuge of the daily rates. Too of- 
ten the daily rates announced 
Over the rcadiohave no relation- 
to the reality; except in relation 
to a few: items: There‘ is’ no pri- 
vate body for computing the 
prices. Neither the chamber of 
commerce, nor any other 
agency has come up. In fact, the 
chamber, too, has a vested in- 
terest in showing the price in- 
dex as low. 

Instead of doing something 
positive in this area to correct 
some of the major distortions in 
our economy, private bodies 
like the Policy Studies Institute 
of Prof. Khurshid Ahmad and the 
proposed Independent  Plan- 
ning Commission of Dr. 
Mubashir Hasan are concerned 
with major issues of policy and 
planning philosophy and 
orientation. 

So the government has the 
field for itself exclusively. In 
such a context even if the inde- 
xation of the income proposed 
by Dr. Mahbubul Haq is intro- 
duced to make the real wages 
constant if not more, it will not 
solve the problem of the fixed 
in come groups as the index will 
be _—_ grossly under-calculated 
and distorted. The consumer in 
Pakistan is really in an awtul 
logjam. 








RISE IN PETROLEUM PRICES DISCUSSED, CRITICIZED 


Karachi DAWN in English 16 Jan 83 Economic and Busineess Review p I 


(Text ] 





THE RISE in the price of 
petroleum products, which 


came into effect last week, 
works out to an average ad-. 
dition of only about 10 per. 


cent to the previous levels 
but over a period of four 


years, the cost has more 


than doubled. 


The price of motor gasoline 
which was Rs. 3 per litre till De- 
cember 18, 1978 is now Rs. 6. Simi- 
larly, the price of high octane 
blending compound has increased 
from Rs. 3.60 to Rs. 7.30 per litre, 


that of kerosine oil from Rs. 0.88 to © 


Rs. 2.75. high speed diesel oil from 

Rs. 1.40 to Rs. 4 and light diesel oil 

from Rs. 0.90 to Rs. 2.75 per litre. 
The prices of kerosine oi] and 


light diesel, to which no addition - 


was made last week, however, 
stand at three times their cost in 
December 1978. When kerosine oil 
sold at Rs. 0.88 and LDO at Rs. 0.90 
per litre. ~~ 


The average price of lubricating 
base oul, now at Rs. 6.95 per litre, is 
seven times its price in December 
1978, which was Rs. 0.98 per litre. 
The price of furnace oil has quadru- 
pled from Rs. 700 per metric ton 
then. co Rs. 2,800 per metric ton 
now. 


In the wake of OPEC 


In the past. the increase in prices 


of petroleum products came in the 
wake of the increase of crude oil 
prices fixed by the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countres 
(OPEC).In fact, during the period 


1978-82. the official announce- 
ments of increase in petroleum 
prices also referred to an increase 
in the OPEC prices which preceded 


the decision by the Government ot | 


Pakistan. 


It was also stated on these occa- 


sions that since the country’s oil im- 
port bill would go up, following the 
OPEC decision, it was necessary as 
well as justifiable to increase the 
internal prices to meet the higher 
oil import cost. 

Now, however, since the OPEC 
prices remain static and in the open 
international market oil prices are 
even lower than the official 
benchmark of 34 dollars a barrel, 
there was obviously no external 
reason for the increase in internal 
prices. 


The rationale 


4 


The official announcement and | 


the subsequent elucidation by the 
Federal Finance Minister have pro- 
vided a twofold rationale for the 
increase. The first is the need for 
funds to develop energy resources 
and the second is the inevitability 
of the decline of the value of the 
rupee, following its “delinking” 
with the dollar. 

As far as the value of the rupee in 
terms of the doliar is concerned, it 
has depreciated by about 29 per 
cent in one year since its delinking 
in January, 1982. And since the re- 
cent increase in the price of 
petroleum products works out to 
about 10 per cent only, the entire 
gap would not be met nor kas it 
been explained officially how it 
will be met while the Finance 
Minister has firmly ruled deficit 
financing for the purpose. 
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‘Fund for development ~ 


With regard to the raising of 
funds for the development of en- 
erey resources, experts in the field 
believe. this 1s as much needed as is 
a concerted effort for expanding: 
the domestic oil resoures. which it 
appears Is not showing Signs Of Vis! 
ble improvement. 


Hopes were held out in the past 
that with the discoveries made: 
from 1977 onwards, the domestic 
output of oil would go up to an ex-: 
tent that it would meet about 40 per 
cent of the national requirements, 
in stead of the estimated 14 per 
cent now. 


Domestic production 


Even specific quantities to be ob- 
rained were quoted. An official of 
the Ministry of Perroleum 20 
Natural Resources had said in 1978 
that the domestic output would go. 
up to 20,000 barrles daily by early 
1981. Then, the Minister for 
Petroleum and Natural Resources 
had held out the promise that by 
June 1982 , the production would be 
16.000 barrels a day. 

While no official announcement : 
has been made about the present ; 
level of production, according to” 
knowledgeable sources the aver-: 
age during the last six months ot. 
1982 was about 12,000 barrels a’ 
day. Only in Khaskheli, according » 
to these sosurces. there has been an: 
increase in December 1982 to 5,000 : 
barrles, a day, while the total from 
ali other fields in that month did 
not exceed 9,000 barrles a day. 

Whether che overall slowdown’ 
has been due mainly to paucity of 
internal financial resources 1S not 
clear. But some experts are inc: 
lined to believe that there are other 


factors as well involved in the situa. 
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tion, including technological prob- 
lems, the non-availability of assist- 
ance from OPEC countries in explo- 
ration, and the miscalculation ab- 
out the available exploitable 
resources. 

. While the propsects of augment- 
ing domestic oil resources in order 
to gradually reduce the burden of 
imports remains unclear, confusion 
also appears to exist about the 
actual size of the import bill for oil. 
In the past, prices were raised for 
matching the increase in OPEC 
prices. But the Finance Minister 
has now disclosed that in terms of 
the agreements with o1l exporters, 
Pakistan had been importing oil at 
12 to 22 dollars per barrel less than 
the ruling prices. 

Even now, knowledgeable 
sources believe, oil obtained from 
Iran in terms of the barter agree- 
ment with that country, should cost 
less than the official OPEC prices 
because Iran is known to have an 
approach of its own not fully in con- 
formity with the OPEC. 


Effect on prices 


The Federal Finance Minister 
has held out the assurance that the 
recent increase in oil prices would 
not lead to a symptomatic rise in: 
general prices because it would not 
materially affect the cost of pro-’ 
duction. Industrial circles, how- 
ever, maintain that with increased. 
cost and lower availability of en-, 
ergy. industrial production will be: 
adversely affected. 

As it is, a 10 per cent increase in; 
the prices of petroleum products, if , 
added to the cost of transportation, 
could lead to higher prices of a: 
large range of goods, directly as 
well as indirectly, business circles 
emphasised. Some transporters. 
have already demanded and ob- 
tained higher rates, it was pointed . 
out . P ~- e ° . -*« “ 








VOLUNTARY CUTS IN GAS CONSUMPTION URGED 


Karachi DAWN in English 23 Jan 83 p l 


(Text ] 


CSO: 


The seven-member committee: 


appointed to evolve a system of vol- 


untary cut of natural gas supplies‘ 
by major industrial users has ag- 


reed on a number of specific 
measures. 

The committee, headed by Mr 
Javed Husain, General Manager 
(Operations) Karachi Gas Com- 
pany, has submitted its recommen- 


dations to Mr Manzoorul Hasan, 


Secretary, Department of. In- 
dustries - and 
Development. ° 

According to the recommenda- 
tions, during the peak hours, about. 
40 big consumers, will be asked to 
give relief to others with minimum 
disruption in supplies. - - 

A formula as to who wilf offer 
relief and when, has been worked 
out and is likely to be implemented 
in the next two to three days ensur- 
ing relief to majority -of the 
consumers. . - 

The -committee is set up on 
Wednesday last, not to be dissolved 
im view of the existing gas crisis and 
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will meet at a short notice. 
Pirkoh project 

Meanwhile a doliar 2.4 million 
agreement for the supply of pipes 
for the Pirkoh gasfield integration 
project has been concluded bet- 
weca the Sui Gas Transmission 
Company and Messrs Samsung 
Company of South Korea. 

The project involves construc- 
tion of an 18-inch diameter, 74 
kilometer-long high pressure 
natural gas transmission pipeline 
from the Pirkoh Gas Field to the 
SGTC’s Sui-Karachi Transmission 
system supply headers at Sui. 

It involves a cost of Rs. 437.76 
million of which the foreign ex- 
change component of US dollar 
25.20 million is being financed out 
of an Asian Bank Ioan. 

The project is scheduled for com- 
pletion by December this year and 
would initially make available ad- 
ditional quantity of 40 MMCFD gas 
frem the Pirkoh gas field, which 
would ultimately increase to 120 


MMCFB. o cat 36 abi 6 sie 
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LEADER SPEAKS AGAINST ACCEPTING ANY NEW POLITICAL FORMULA 


Karachi DAWN in English 22 Jan 83 pp l, 10 


[Text] 


CSO: 


Maulana Ehteramul Haq Thanvi, 
Sectetary-General ~ of . MRD. 


Karachi, said yesterday that any. 


political formula or legal frame- 


work order, which negated the 


basis of the 1973 constitution. 
would be rejected by the people. | 
_ Talking informally to newsmen 


in Karachi, he made it clear that “to, 
force a situation in the body politic.. 
which sidetracks the 1973 constitu- , 


tion, will be highly detrimental to 


‘national unity and integrity.” - 


Maulana Thaavi, a leader of the 


“defunct PPP, referred to President 


Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq’s move t 
present to the nation. a political 


structure on Aug. 14 this year, and_ 


said that “if the Government under 
Martial Law frames a future politi- 
cal set-up for the country, politi- 
cians should also be entitled to pro- 
vide a new structure for the Army.” 
He said: “this dablling into fields 
other than one’s own will not be 
conducive to the larger national 
interests.” 
Maulana Thanvi who during his 
trip abroad visited Begum Nusrat 
Bhutto in Munich, said it had been 
decided that Dr Ghulam Husain, 
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‘Secretary-General of the defunct 


PPP (now being out of Pakistan), 
would organise the oarty abroad, 
while Mr Farooq Leghari wil con- 
tinue to be. the party’s Secretary- 
General within the country. 


Increase in prices 

ln another context, he criticised 
the increase in prices of oi} and gas. 
and suggested that if the Finance 
Minister was so upset on account of 
resource’ constraint, he should 
make good the deficit by “reducing 
by half the special allowances be- 
ing given to the Army personnel 
tretired and serving) doing Martial 
Lawduties.” . - 
~ While fully endorsing the de- 
mand of the people of Sind for the 
opening of Khokhrapar route, the 
Maulana urged the Government to 
decide the issue purely on 
humanitarian grounds. 
- He criticised the local admimist- 
ration for its lines area policy, and 
said that the people should not be 
dispossessed of the land where 
they had been living for so many 
year. . 
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SUGGESTIONS OF A NEW POLITICAL ORDER EXAMINED 


Karachi DAWN in English 22 Jan 83 p 7 


fArticle by A. T. Chaudhri] 


[Text ] 


IT IS presumably to fill, as 
soon as possible, the long 
drawn-out political vacuum, 
before it becomes menac- 
ing, that President Zia is 
now hastening slowly to pre- 
sent the nation with hi 
promised blueprint of a new 


political order. 

The original deadline fixed for 
the new system or draft constitu 
tion — was August 14, this year. Burt 
now there are straws in the wind 
indicating that it may be unfolded 
earlier. Some broad hints have also 
been dropped that a programme 
may be charted out “before long” 
for taking the country to the polls 
and effecting “transfer of power” 
and democratic restoration. 

The President told the editors of 
national dailies, the other day, that 
for six years the arbiters of national 
destiny have been groping:for a 
new order, or Islamic democracy. 
But there were many hurdles in the 
way. These have been removed 
now and the time is ripe to take 
some pacesetting steps. es 

There is also the move towards 
what may be called “civilianisa- 
tion” of the Federal Cabinet by in- 
ducting some men of talent and 
probity into the corridors of power, 
including politicians with varying 
affiliations. (Baluchistan, too, may 
be saddled with a provincial 
cabinet of sorts). 

There is no firm date yet fer hold- 
ing provincial elections or giving a 
call for General Election, but con- 
sultations with politicians. on indi- 
vidual rather than collective basis, 
are in the offing. The object is not 
to set up a national government or 
cobble up an aill-Party interim- 
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regime, which is out of the ques- 
tion, but to obtain approval from 
representative organisations for 
the long-awaited new political 
system. 

Meanwhile, local body polls may 
be held on schedule — apparently 
by next September — and these 
would be on a non-Party basis. The 
Election Commission has already 
been put in top gear to give final 
touches to the voters’ lists and clear 
the decks for giving grass-roots 
democracy a new lease of life. This 
is the quitessence of the Presi- 
dent’s latest pronouncements on 
the shape of things to come. 


Two points 


Of course, he has also made two 
points very clear: (a) that there 
would be no referendum or direct 
public consultation over his 
blueprint for a democratic 
structure of polity; and that (b) the 
new system will not be modelled on 
the political pattern of Turkey in 
which the army has an in-built and 
crucial share in power. As the Pres- 
ident put it, there will be “no sword 
of Damocies” hanging ovgs, the 
heads of the future democratic 
rulers. - 

All this cannot but spring a pleas- 
ant surprise on the disillusioned 
leaders of defunct Parties, wearied 
and thrown into disarray by years 
in the political wilderness, the new 
turn of events should also be 
greated by people at large. disen- 
chanted with the long spell of Mar- 
tial Law which has lost its mitial 
momentum — and lack of partici- 
pation in the governance of State. 

Only a couple of months ago — to 
be more exact, in early October — 
President Zia had declared in a 
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marathon address before the 
Viajlis-i-Shoora that he would not 
yield to pressures and step aside 


until his mission, the Islamisation’ 


of polity, was completed in keeping 
with the original inspiration of 
Pakistan. He had opted for the 
status quo and expressed his re- 
solve to carry on with his nominees 
in the Majlis. 

Subsequently, the President 
turned down the plea for a roundt- 
able with the politicians and even 
ignored warnings from friendly 
quarters that it would not be in the 
national interest to allow things to 
drift and to perpetuate the state of 
uncertainty. More recently, he told 
his American audiences that he 
stands by his public pledge to usher 
in a new democratic era, but he 
would like to provide a system of 
government that works and is 
wholly onsonance with Islamic pre- 
cepts, which would take two to 
tnree vears. 

The new constitutional order, he 
stressed, must guarantee stability 
and help build “permanent and im- 
perishable institutions.” 

As for elections, he invariably 
took the stand that the 1970 elec- 
tion led to the break-up of united 
Pakistan. while the 1977 poll 
broueht the residual Pakistan to 


the verge of a civil strife. So, elec-: 


tion which is not the end in itself, 
but a means to an end, must yield 
“positive results” and some time 
must elapse before the environ- 
ment is made “conducive” for ins- 
talling an elected government and 
bringing about a transition from 
authoritarianism .o representative 
rule. 


The compulsions 


The question is: What are the 
constraints, or compulsions behind 
the rethinking on the country’s gov- 
ernance and diffusion of authority 
in the near future, for popular 
participation in running the busi- 
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ness of government? Is it the end of 
nolarisation between the parties of 
the Right and the Left, some MRD 
components as well those outside 
its fold — notably the Pagaro Lea- 
gue and the Jamaat-i-Islami — who 
have begun to clamour with one 
voice that time is running out and 
the internal and external dangers 
may aggravate unless the political 
process is revived and people are 
allowed to have a government of 
their choice? Or, is it the growing 
but friendly pressure of outside 
‘Powers and donor States to end the 
political deadlock and switch over 
to a democratic rule. 

To take a more charitable view, 
one might pose the question: has 
the government begun to feel confi- 
dent that if the stop-gap devices of” 
nominated Federal Council and 
Provincial councils are replaced 
with elected assemblies and the 
Central Cabinet has an all-civilian 
cast. they would not onlv operate as 
shock absorbers and safety-valves 
against the shafts public criticism, 
but also effectively bridge the wi- 
dening gulf between the govern- 
ment and the people? 


Whatever the factors that have 
suddenly brightened the prospects 
of early democratisation, one 
should like to hope that the intima- 
tions of a new dawn would not 
prove to be transient ér illusory. To 
satisfy the cynics and scepties, who 
seem to despair of the country’s re- 
turn to popular rule, the govern- 
ment would be well advised to lay 
bare the outlines of the new politi- 
cal pattern with all its woofs and 
warps. It should also be thrown 
open to a public debate by the lead- 
ers of public opinion, students of 
political science and modern con- 
stitutions and ulema well-versed in 
the evolution of Muslim thought 
and political institutions through 
the ages. 
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Consensus 


Already, there seems to be a va- 
gue consensus among major politi- 
cal parties and divergent schools of 
thought on the fundamentals ot the 
new system. This could be summed 
up in a few words: elections under 
the 1973 constitutions — which is a 
national asset that must not be frit- 
tered away — with certain amend- 
ments in this suspended basic law 
to ensure the socio-ethic character 
of Islamic polity, strike a new ba- 
lance between the powers of 
the President and the Prime Minis- 
ter and give a concrete shape to the 
concept of people's supremacy 
within the framework of 
sovereignty of God. Almighty en- 
shrined in Islam. 

Perhaps it was after taking note 
of this general consensus, that the 
Council of Islamic Ideology had re- 
portedly prepared a blueprint, 
some time ago, based on four guid- 
ing principles and 21 issues. This 
draft, which was sent back by the 
President to the CII for a second 
look. was said to be in favour of a 
multi-party democratic structure, 4 
bicameral Parliament, a federal 
system to ensure the widest pessi- 
ble regional autonomy, elections 
on the basis of adult franchise, pre- 
qualifications for candidates, pre- 
requisites for Presidential candida- 
ture and the election of the Presi- 
dent by a joint session of the Fed- 
eral and Provincial “shooras”. 


This draft no doubt deviated 
from the 1973 Constitution in some 
vital aspects. Yet, it can still be 
adopted as a foundation paper — a 
starting point to hammer out a na- 
tional consensus on the future 
political system. Needless to say, 2 
scheme will have to be devised for 
popular Consultation, since no 
system can endure without public 
sanction behind it. 





KHANPUR DAM TO BE COMPLETED JUNE 1983 


Karachi DAWN in English 22 Jan 83 p 3 


[Text ] 
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KHANPUR, Jan 21: Khanpur 
Dam, a 1,266 million rupees worth 
project of Water and Power De- 
velopment Authority, located some 
40 miles in the north-west of the 
Federal Capital will be completed 
by June this year. — 

: Brig. Muhammad Aslani Khan, 
Commander, Engineers ‘ group, 
drawn from the Pakistan Army, 

told the Federal Minister for Water 
and Power, Raja Sikandar Zaman, 
that an overall 89 per cent progress 
was achieved. A total of 96 per cent 
work on Coffer Dam, (a permanent 


-component of the dam) was comp-. 


leted while over 47 per cene. work 


on the main dam was pushed for? 


ward, he added. 

Spread over 308 sqaure miles, 
the earthen rock gravel dam, when 
completed would be a dependable 
source of water supply to Is 
lamabad, Rawalpindi, Taxila, At- 
tock and Hazara. It would provide 
over 69 million gallon water per 
day to Rawalpindi, 33 million gal- 


lon to Islamabad and over 20 mil- © 


lion gallon to industries. In all one 
hundred and ten million cusecs wa- 
ter was estimated for NWFP and 87 
million cusecs water was 
earmarked for Punjab, for irriga- 
tion purposes, he pointed out. 

Brig. Khan said that the total 
height of the dam was 167 feet and 


was 1,547 feet in length. Its max- 


imum water level was estimated to 
be 1,982 feet while its gross re- 
servoir capacity would be 1,06,000 
acre feet. 
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JATOI SAYS NEW POLITICAL SETUP IDEA 'INADMISSIBLE' 


Karachi DAWN in English 26 Jan 83 ppl, 3 


[Text ] 


The MRD Convener, Mr Ghulam 
Mustafa Jatoi, yesterday held as 
‘inadmissible” the idea of presert- 
ing to the nation a new political 
structure er an election framework 


‘as long as the 1973 Consatution 


exists. 

Under the rules laid down in that 
Constitution. a framework for a 
democratic structure has been 
clearly set out Mr Jatoi pointed out. 
“The 1973 Consntution is not ab- 
rogated yet,” he stressed. 

Mr Jatoi. a leader of the defunct 
People’s Party. who was talking to 
newsmen informally at his Defence 
Sociery residence said that in view 
of the President’s latest assertion 
about the 1973 Constitution there 
was no point keeping the nation 
waiting (fora fresh announcement) 
till Aug. 14 next. 

Khwaja Khairuddin, Secretary- 
General of the MRD, who was pre- 
sent at the Press talk. intervened to 
point oat that the 1973 Constitu- 
tion and rules thereunder, were 
one of the planks of the MRD’s 
Founding Declaration. 

Both the leaders’ reaction to 
President Zia-ul-Haq’s latest in- 
terview at the Lahore airport 
sounded “not ‘so hopeful.” They 
thought thar the Government lead- 
ers. “shirking to face the people.” 
were employing “dilly-dallying 
tactics” and bringing in matters 
“not relevant to the peaceful trans- 
fer of power to the elected 
representatives.” 

As for the Islamisation process, 
Mr Jatoi told a questioner it was 
“another ruse.” to delay the demo- 
cratic process. Had there been a 
“representative government” tor 
the second post-election term, ‘the 
Islamisation process would have 
been completed by 1980 under the 
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1973 .Constitution’s seven-year 
mandate, he pointed out. 

“My party (PPP) refuses 
pointblank to seek a licence for 
contesting the elections,” Mr Jaroi 
reacted to the move to allow only 
the registered parties to partici- 
pate in the next polls. 

Any amendment in the electoral 
rules under the 1973 Constitution 
is “not permissible,” as it is the 
duly eleted Parliament which is 


competent to make changes, if 


necessary, he maintained. 

Of the eight coalescing parties in 
the MRD, three, namely, the de- 
funct Muslim League. Tehrik-i- 
[stiqlal and JUT ( Jamiat-i-Llema-i- 
Islam) had applied for, and re- 


ceived ‘registration, Khwaja 
Khairuddin said in reply to a 
question. 


Mr Jatoi, closely questioned on 
the “Grand Assembly,” idea, said, 
while referring to the statements of 
the .PPP leaders, Mr Farouq 
Leghari arrd Mr Mumtaz Ali Bhutto, 
that “the whole affair is unfortu- 
nate.” Nor, he made it clear, there 
was any “crisis” in the pa:ty’s rank 
and file as one newspaper report 
suggested. ‘ 

With Khwaja Khairuddin cor- 
roborating. Mr Jatoi said that the 
“Grand Assembly” proposal was 
not even formally discussed by the 
MRD Central Action Committee. 
However, Mr Jatoi said that “we 
sounded our colleagues in the MRD 
informally. but: the moment we 
found there was opposition to it, 
Begum Nusrat Bhutto had it with- 
drawn immediately.” Mr Jato. 


nevertheless, confirmed that the 


“Grand Assembly,” idea was dis 
cussed within the party (PPP). 

To another geustion. Mr Jatoi 
said categorically that “any agree- 


PAKISTAN 











CSO: 


4600/267 


ment or any deal, secret or open, 
made with the US or India will not 
be binding on the future elected 
Assembly.” He added: “We reserve. 
the right to reopen the subject 
(conerning the agreements) in that 
Assembly.” - 


Open debate 


Mr Jatoi pressed on the Govern 
nent to allow an “open debate,” on 
President Zia-ukHaq’s mission [0 
-he US and Canada. 

He regarded Pakistan’s foreign 
policy a “failure.” Asked to elabo- 
rate. he pointed-eut that the Af- 
ghanistan problem has aot been 
solved yet and, besides, relations 
with “many countries,” were “not 
as good as they ought to be.” « 

Further questioned, Mr. Jatoi 
said, Pakistan should talk to the 
Kabul authorities “even withoar 
recognising,” the Karmal regime. 
However, he said “it suits the Gov- 
ernment to let the Afghanistan is- 
sue drag on.” : 

Asked about the situation in 
Azad Kashmir, Mr Jatoi said that 
by replacing “one nominated Presi- 
dent (of _Azad,,, Kashonir). with 
another tomminatéd™" Presidéni,” 
things would not be “set right.” 

Mr Jatoi, in another context, de- 
manded the reopening of 





Khokhrapar route on humanitarian 
grounds and said that he fully en- 
dorsed the “signature drive.” of the 
defunct Muslim League to that 
effect. 

He termed as “premature,” any 
talk about the MRD being con-| 
verted intro an election alliance. 

He told another questioner he’ 
personally was “not happy” with 
the MRD’s performance, limita- 
tions notwithstanding. However, 
he said, it was an “achievement” 
having the MRD as a “united, fight- 
ing platform for democracy.” 

Mr Jatoi made a particular de- 
mand for the release of Miss Be- 
nazir Bhutto, Mr Asghar Khan, 
Nawabzada Naspullah Khan, 
Maulana Fazlur Rahman and ail 
the detained political leaders and 
workers. 

He urged that APP (Associated 
Press of Pakistan) should be al- 
lowed to function as an indepen- 
dent news agency and that restric- 
tions placed on it in respect of polit- 
ical and other coverage be 
withdrawn. 

Mr Jatoi slated the summary 
punishment given to many stu- 
dents of Rawalpindi and other 


‘places in the Punjab and called for 


a “decent and lenient attitude,” to- 
wards the student community. 











TI LEADER URGES COUNTRY TO REMAIN NONALIGNED 


Karachi DAWN in English 26 Jan 83 p 3 


(Text ] 


_ \fr. Musheer Ahmad Pesh Imam, 
Secretary-General of the defunct 
Tehyik-idstiglal yesterday 
cantioned that Pakistan might be- 
come involved “wittingly or unwit- 
tingly” in Super-Power politics and 
emphasised that “we should stay 
clear and remain non-aligned”. 

Talking to newsmen informally 
in Karachi he pointed out that 
super-Powers have their global in- 
terests at heart and Pakistan 
should see that its enlightened self- 
interest remained safe and secure. 

Mr Pesh Imam told a correspon: 
dent he does not see “any harm” in 
Pakistan forging friendship’ with 
India. However, he hastened to add 
that such relationship should be 
strietly “in accord with our honour 
and national interest”. , 

At the Press talk Mr Hashmat 
Habib, Secretary-General, Am- 
nesty International (Pakistan), an- 
nounced his decision to join the de- 
funct Tehrik-i-Istiqlal. He said, in 
December last he had written to 
Air Marshal (Retd.) Asghar Khan. 
under detention in Abbottabad, 
wishing to join the party and Mr 
Asghar Khan in reply had 
weicomed his 
decisipn. 

\ir Musheer Pesh Imam would 
not listen to any question about his 
partv member. \ir Nafees Siddiqui, 
saving that “as far as we are con- 
cerned. the chapter is closed”. 

He told another correspondent 
that the MRD’s component garties 
had not considered the feasibility 
of having an electoral alliance. 

Mr Pesh Imam said that the MRD 
with its eight component parties 
has remained “steadfast” and “it is 
our contribution ‘to democracy.” 

Asked whether fis party will 
pressurise the Government for the 
release uf Mr Asghar Khan, he re- 
plied “why he alone? We demand 
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‘Mr Habib’s) 
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release of all other political leader. 


and workers.” 

He was sceptical about the Gov- 
ernment holding elections under 
the 1973 Constitution, saying “we 
will have to put up some struggle.” 

According to him. the way the Is- 
lamisation process was being intro- 
duced and enforted it was “prob- 
lematic whether it was having any 
positive response.” On the other 
hand, he said. it seemed to be 
“counter-productive.” 

Mr Pesh Imam pointed out that 
Islam laid equal emphasis on 
“Huqooq-ul-[bad” (rights of the 
people), while the picture the 
country presents today was “some- 
thing blurred.” 

He told a questioner there was no 
justification for increasing the gas 
and petrol prices and said that the 
measure had “already hit” the com- 
mon man. 

- Mr Pesh Imam. replying to 
another question, said that his be- 
ing a democratic party, “we are 
against the principle of nomina- 
tion” and. therefore. “we are op- 
posed to the latest move to change 
one nominated President with 
another nominated President in 
Azad Kashmir.” 

He supported the current 
campaign for the reopening of the 
Khokhrapar route. 

Mr Musheer Pesh Imam urged 
the release of students who were 
recently given summary punish- 
ment in Rawalpindi and uther parts 
of the Punjab. He said “nu excesses 
should be committed on the 
youth”. 

Shaikh Rashid, a former student 
leader of the Punjab. and nuw Pres- 
ident of the Tehrik’s Rabita Com- 
mittee. intervened to say that more 
than 100 students in the Punjab 
have lately been rounded up and 
tried by the Summary Military 
Courts. 


PAKISTAN 





PAKISTAN 


1973 CONSTITUTION DEFENDED; PROPOSED NEW POLITICAL STRUCTURE OPPOSED 


Karachi DAWN in English 26 Jan 83 p 7 


[Text] 


PRESIDENT Zia-ul-Haq’s as- 
surance that elections will be 
held under the 1973 Constitu- 
tion should help to set at rest 
the misgivings which have been 
widely expressed about the fu- 
ture political dispensation in 
the country. Speculation about 
the juristic status of the 1973 
Constitution has given rise to 
uncertainty in the minds of the 
people regarding the direction 
politics would take once the 
present temporary phase of na- 
tional life ends. Moreover, the 
promulgation of the Provi- 
sional Constitution Order, 
which virtually superseded the 
Constitution, coupled with re- 
ports that the President was 
proposing to introduce what 
has been variously termed a 
political structure and a politi- 
cal framework seemed to throw 
open the entire question of the 
country’s political furure. Now 
this country’s experience of 
constitution-making and 
constitution-breaking has been 
a most unfortunate one. The 
Constituuon of 1973 was 
framed in the shadow of the 
1971 trauma by the representa- 
tives of the people elected di- 
rectly on the basis of universal 
adult suffrage. There was a gen- 
eral feeling that it was the last 
chance to put the country on its 
rails. That made consensus pos- 
sible and produced a climate of 
general popular acceptance. 
Now the fact is that the 1973 
Constitution commands the al- 
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legiance of the broad masses of 
the people as well as elicits the 
commitment of all significant 
political forces. Perhaps the 
most crucial role of the Con- 
stitution has been in respect of 
the country’s federal structure. 
It has provided the guidelines 
for power-sharing in the federa- 
tion. To dismantle it now could 
have disastrous consequences, 
for it would deprive the ship of 
State of a safe and reliable an- 
chor and cast it adrift in the 
choppy waters of uncertainty. 
Moreover, at this stage, when 
Pakistan is afflicted with a 
sense of crisis which flows from 
the increasingly alarming 
geopolitical situation in the re- 
gion, we cannot afford to spark, 
off a national controversy on 
the basic political structure the 
country should have. This 
would amount to going back to 
square one. It would inevitably 
reopen issues which were set- 
tled in the right manner and 
spirit and give a shot in the arm 
to fissiparous tendencies. The 
Situation in which the nation 
finds itself today calls for the 
earliest possible restoration of 
people’s participation in politi- 
cal decision-making. There is 
one lesson of our history we 
simpiy cannot afford to forget, 
and it is this that whenever the 
country has been without a con- 
stitution or the people have 
been kept out of the political 
process, Pakistan has faced 
grave dangers. The constitu- 











tion of 1935 that we had 
adapted at the moment of birth 
as a tree nation was virtually 
buried when the Constituent 
Assembly was autocratically 
sacked in 1954. We provided 
ourselves with a new constitu- 
tion in 1956, which did possess 
the right democratic creden- 
tials. But it was abrogated in 
1958. Another constitution was 
“given” to the country by the 
leader of the Martial Law re- 
gime in 1962 but it was torn up 
QV its own maker in 1969. We 
went into the crisis of 1971 
without a constitution and 
without a representative gov- 
ernment. We lost the eastern 
wing of Pakistan. Since it is now 
unanimously held by leaders 
from all sides of the political 
spectrum that the Constitution 
of 1973 should be preserved, it 
would not be wise to throw this 
document overboard. The Pres- 
ident’s categorical assertion 
that the 1973 Constitution has 
not been abrogated but has 
only been held in abeyance in- 
dicates that he too recognises 
the importance of preserving 
the consensus which went into 
the making of the Constitution 
— the only agreed framework 
for the political process in the 
country. 

The President has, however, 
spoken of a political structure 
he hopes to present to the na- 
tion by August 14. In the abs- 
ence of any details which are 
being worked out by two or 
three sub-committees, it is dif- 
ficult to comment on the nature 
of the proposals the Govern- 


ment hopes to lay before the , 


people. One thing is certain, 
however. We do not need a new 
political structure. © The 
structure enshrined in the 1973 
Constitution outlines the 
framework in which the legisla- 
ture, the executive and the 
judiciary should operate and 
adequately defines their inter- 
relationship. The Basic Law de- 
tines rights and duties and pro- 
vides for institutions specifying 
their scope and functions. The 
Constitution prescribes a 
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parliamentary system and de- 
fines the limits of the provin- 
cial autonomy existing since 
before independence, though 
some quarters have called for 
more regional autonomy. We, 
thus, have a federal structure 
supported by a national com- 
pact. The Constitution is a 
fairly detailed document and 
leaves out little of consequ- 
ence. Thus, talking of a new 
political structure will only 
serve to add to the confusion 
which already exists in the 
minds of the people. The only 
amendments which can justifi- 
ably be introduced should be 
the ones deemed necessary to 
bridge the transition from mar- 
tial law to a_ constitutional 
system. Since the Constitution 
has not been functioning for 
over five years now, the task of 
restoring the political process 
will have to reckon with legal 
lacunae. Constitutional provi- 
sions to tide over this gap would 
be in order. But we certainly do 
not need a legal framework or- 
der. The compulsion to acquire 
such a legal instrument arises 
only when there is no 
framework for introducing the 
political process in the country. 
Since Pakistan already has a 
constitution, which the Govern- 
ment claims is only held in 
abeyance, there is simply no 
need for an elaborate instru- 
ment which Gen. Yahya Khan 
named the Legal Framework 
sgh Po issue which is 
being mentioned in the context 
of political restoration is that of 
Islamisation. There is no doubt 
that the fundamental objective 
of those who struggled for the 
establishment of a separate 
homeland for the Muslims of 
the subcontinent was to enable 
them to order their lives in ac- 
cordance with the principles of 
Islam. That still remains the 
primary goal of all Pakistanis. 
But institutions and laws can- 
not be changed and brought 
into conformity with these 
principles overnight. Islamisa- 
tion has to be an evolutionary 
process. And as post-revolution 
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Iran has amply demonstrated, 
the process has to unfold itself 
through an elaborate process of 
popular consultation, election 
of representatives and demp- 
cratic legislation. For us who 
clajm to derive our political ins- 
piration from the Quaid-i-Azam 
and Allama Iqbal, it is im- 
portant to remember that they 
did not regard Islam as some- 
thing which could be intro- 
duced by decree. In his Recon- 
struction of Religious Thought 
in Islam, Iqbal leaves one in no 
doubt about how laws are to be 
Islamised. Only democratically 
elected representatives of the 
people have-the competence to 
legislate ‘Islam. ‘The Constitu- 
tion of 1973 provides for a 
machinery to scratinise all laws 
and to recommend the nullifi- 
cation of those laws which are 
repugnant to Islam. Our efforts 
should be directed towards rec- 
alling the 1973 Constitution, to 
life and then seeking Islamisa- 
tion through the organs pro- 
vided by the Constitution itself. 
For Islamic values to take root 
in our society and polity, it is 
essential that they be intro- 
duced through a democratic 
process with the full involve- 
ment of the people’s rep- 
resentatives. It should be clear 
that there is no inherent con- 
tradiction between Islam and 
democracy. In fact, the best 
way of legislating Islamic mea- 
sures is through democratic 
institutions. 
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COUNTRY'S AMBIVALENT THINKING ON POLITICAL FUTURE DISCUSSED 


Karachi DAWN in English 24 Jan 83 p 7 


[Article by M. A. Mansuri] 


[Text ] 


LAST week, again, we had 
a full dish of semantics and 
Political ‘Popcorns’ wrap- 
ped in cliches. The practical 
experience of the people at 
large was at odds with the 
statements of Dr Mahbubul 
Haq and others about the 
country’s economic gains 
over the past couple of years 
and about’ the _ rosy 
prospects being associated 
with the Sixth Plan. 


Similarly. they found it hard to 
be enthused by the solemn reaffir- 
mation of faith at different politi- 
cal levels in the importance of 
democracy for the country, or by 
the fresh promise that a framework 
ot Islamic system of government, 
said to be under preparation for 
quite some ume, would be an- 
nounced soon. A section of the local 
Press played up repogs, without 
quoting any source, that the draft 
of a new political system would be 
announced by March 23 this year. 
Another section quoted the highest 
sources as promising that the 
country’s Ulema, intellectuals and 
representatives of other sections of 
society would be invited to give opi- 
nions an the new system before its 
implementation. 

Simultaneously, there were 
statements by leaders of various 
defunct political parties, Bar 
Councils and veteran politicians 
that the situation would become in- 
tractable if the 1973 Constitution 
was not restored and arrangements 


were not made to hold elections at 
an early date. 

In the absence of a clear picture 
of what was being done about the 
future system for the country, th- 
ese statements and reports served 
only to add to the prevailing confu- 
sion. If there were those who were 
heartened by reports that a politi- 
cal structure would soon become 
available to allow for the resump- 
tion of long suspended political 
life, there were others who greeted 
the prospect with scepticism. 

The curious atmosphere now pre- 
vailing in the Federal Capital 
seems to have affected the people 
at almost all levels, including quite 
a few well-placed bureaucrats who, 
in the past, had never been in- 
terested in expressing their 
personal views on politics. Some 
now speak out if they trust you. 
Maybe, this is the result of a gen- 
eral psychological change which 
seems to have affected almost all 
sections of society. 

For instance, nobody here could 
appreciate that the ban on Begum 
Asghar Khan’s entry in the Pun jab. 
last week, or explusion of many 
others from yarious parts of the 
country during the previous weeks 
were warranted by any concern for 
national interest. Such occurrences 
are now taken as part of routine 
life, like daily blackouts load- 
shedding of gas and electricity, fre- 
quent price hikes and so on. There 
was no public reaction when the re- 
sidence of an apparently influen- 
tial person on a thoroughfare of Is- 
lamabad was kept colourfully il- 
luminated for many days, last 
week, while all the markets were 


PAKISTAN 











CSO: 


under strict orders t0 switch off 
their lights after 5.30 every even- 
ing. But This departure from the 
norm did not go unnoticed and-also 
produced some cynical remarks. . 

The atmosphere this vear is visi- 
bly different from what it was early, 
fast year when hope was raised ab- 
out the introduction of some kind 
of a system based on the Islamic 
concept of democracy. Last year 
also had started with student de- 
monustrations in many cities, which 
were followed by agitations by 
teachers, young doctors and 
lawyers. But the public reaction to 
these was slightly different and 
people were not so vucal in expres- 
sing their views as now. 

The speeches made at the divi- 
sional lawyers’ Convention in 
Rawalpindi, last week, reflected 
the bitter feelings of a wide section 
of the people living in the smaller 
tewns of the Punjab. The plight of a 
large number of small industrial 
units in these towns found promi- 
nent mention in these speeches. 


_Some people think it would be a 
healthy move if the people were ta- 
ken into confidence and told which 
agency was working to give final 
shape to the desired political 
system and at what stage of formu- 
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lation it was at present. Early last 
year, it was given our thar the Is- 
lamic Ideology Council was seri- 
ously engaged in the work. Later, it 
was said that the Council had sub- 
mitted a report which was returned 
to it because it was not comprehen- 
sive. The Council then circulated a 
big questionnaire among the reiev- 
ant circles and submitted another 
report on the basis of the replies. 
This, too, was considered to be in- 
adequate and returned to the 
Council for further improvement. 
What the Council has done about it 
since then is not’ known at all. 


All thar the council had given out 
about its working during this 
peirod was that it had been asked 
to evolve an Islamic system of elec- 
tions which would ensure that oniy 
pious people were elected. A repet- 
ition of similar reports and state- 
ments would not be of much use in 
the present atmosphere. In any 
case, they will not be able tu re- 
move the general mood of indiffer- 
ence and cynicism which seems to 
be taking hold. The system that the 
Quaid-i-Azam had conceived for 
this country may still be relevant 
provided it is not distorted by vari- 
ous political interests to suit their 
own needs. 








PAKISTAN-AFGHANISTAN-IRAN RAILWAY NETWORK PLAN REPORTED 


Karachi DAWN in English 25 Jan 83 p 12 


[Text ] 
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ISLAMABAD, Jan 24: The 
Sus iet-backed Atghan administra- 
tion in, Kabul has planned to 
establish a railway network linking 
Kabul, Qandhar and Herat with the 
Iranian ratiways at Islam Qala 
‘Iran-Afghan border) and with 
Pakistan railwavs at Chaman (Pak- 
Atghan border). 

The disclosure has been made in 
an article published in an 
Islamabad-based bi-lingual weekly 
“World Islamic Times” in its latest 
issue. 

According to the magazine the 
Soviet-oriented project was in- 
itiated in 1978. svon after the 
emergence of communist revolu- 
tion led by Nur Mohammad 
Tarahki. 

The Government of Afghanistan 
is already in touch with the 
Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and Pacific (ESCAP) for 
financial and technical assistance. 
Kabul has also presented a plan 
prepared by a Franco-German firm 
which conducted a survey for build- 
ing a road and railways network in 
Afghanistan as far back as 1928. 

Two missions comprising ruil- 
ways experts of ESCAP visited Af- 
ghanistan during 1978 and made 
recommendations on the engineer- 
(ing aspects of the plan, following 
idiscussions with the Afghan au- 
thorities on the project. Another 
commission of the ESCAP on the 
request of the Afghan administra- 
tion visited Afghanistan from Jan 
19 to 25 Just year and made further 
recommendation; on the issue. Th- 
ese recommenda’ ions were discus- 


sed at the 38th session of the 
ESCAP held in Bangkok which was 
attended, among others, by Japan. 
France, China, USSR, UK, India 
and Pakistan. China is a new entry 
in ESCAP. 

The meeting discussed a report 
of the conference of top railways 
executives in Asia and Middle East 
concluded at New Delhi regarding 
the establishment of a project 
within the ESCAP secretariat to in- 
tensify regional cooperation in the 
fields of railways. 

According to the latest Russian 
plan, technical know-how for the 
establishment of railways would be 
provided with financial assistance. 
The Afghan youth taken two the 
Soviet Union on the pretext of ad\ 
ance education are being trained in 
railway technical and administra- 
tion affairs. The observers believe 
that the installation of railways in 
Afghanistan is a formidable task 
for the Russians due to the internal 
instability, the provinces of 
Qandhar and Herat being the main 
battletields. 

Apart from the resistance by the 
Mujahideen in the areas where the 
railways is proposed to be set up. 
the consent of Pakistan and [ran 
becomes necessary in case Af- 
ghanistan has to be linked with the 
neighbouring countries. Since both 
countries have clearly refused tu 
recognise the Soviet-backed ad- 
ministration in Afghanistan, the 
railways project would depend on 
the survival of the Russians in Af- 
ghanistan, the article concluded.— 
PPI —— 
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SHORTAGE OF IRRIGATION WATER FEARED 


Karachi DAWN in English 16 Jan 


[Text ] 


OD 
—/N 
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LAHORE. Jan 17: Besides the ex- 
isting electricity and gas crises, the 
experts are fearing a considerable 
shortfall in the irrigation water re- 
quired for the crops this year. 

It is apprehended that due to var- 
ious factors mainly the lesser rains 
in the catchment areas of the rivers 
flowing into Pakistan, the level of 
water reservoirs of Tarbela and 
Mangla Dams could not be 
maintained as before. It is de- 
scribed as a meteorological 
phenomenon persisting for the last 
about three to four years. 

In this connection, the Chief En- 
gineer Hydrology and = system 
analvsis. WAPDA, Mr. 1.A. Khaliq, 
when contacted. informed ‘Dawn’ 
here today that the maximum 
capacity of the reservoirs of 
Tarbela, Mangla and Chashma 
Dams was about 15.304 million acre 
feet (MAF). 

At present Tarbela Dam re- 
servoir was having only 25 per cent, 
Mangla Dam 34 per cent and 
Chashma Dam 60 per cent of max- 
imum live capacity. 

In other words, there was a 
shorfall of about 75 per cent in 
Tarbela Dam, about 60 per cent in 
Mangla Dam and about 40 per cent 
im Chashma Dam. 


Maximum capacity 
The maximum live capacity of 
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Tarbela Dam’s reservoir was 9.413 
MAF, of Mangla Dam reservoir 
5.344 MAF and of Chashma re- 
servoir it was 0.55 MAF. 

At present against the total 
aggregate requirement of about 
156 MAF for canal heads, only ab- 
out 1077 MAF of water was being 
diverted both for the rabi and 
kharif crops. . 

For rabi, the total release was ab- 
out 69 MAF and for rabi it was abut 
38 MAF whereas the actual re- 
quirement for rabi was about 63 
MAF and for kharif about 93 MAF. 

Dams in Pakistan, he said, were 
originally designed for irrigation 
and the hydel power generation 
was an additional benefit from 
them. 

Though at present the releases 
from the reservoirs had been stop- 
ped due to annual closure of carais 
— to be over by Jan 26 — yet due to 
the water resources constraints a 
very careful water management 
was neccessary to meet the crop 
demand. 


Chart 

In this regard he said a sketch 
had been prepared by the authority 
to indicate how the shortage could 
be overcome, but it needed huge 
investment on the new reservoirs, a 
tubewells installations, remodel- 
ling of canals and improvement of 
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the existing conveyance sysiem. i 
cluding water courses and water 
application. 

Regarding the silting prublem in 
the Dams’ reservoirs, reducing 
their live capacity of storage, he 
said it was a usual phenomenon an 
almost every reservoir for which a 
regular monitoring was being done 
by WAPDA. Except in Chashma. 
there was no material reduction ot 
live capacity in any of the re 
servoirs so far, he claimed. 

On the basis of the figures ot 
1980-81 surface water availability 
was 107 MAF. This was augmented 
with the ground water at the water 
courses level to the extent of about 
34 MAF. 


Surface water 

However, the availability 
surface water in the rivers varices 
between 100 MAF and 165 MAF. In 
an average year, it remained about 
140 MAF that is 117 MAF for kharst 
and only 23 MAF for rabi. 

Water 
shortage for the crops was ts 
perienced during the months of 
February, March, May. June. July 
and August. On the vther hand. wa: 
ter was generally available in the 
rivers during the months of July 
and August, but the canal capacity 
was short of the water quantum re 
quired by the crops. 





LEADER'S PLEA FOR EXPANDING MRD 


Karachi DAWN in English 17 Jan 83 p 12 
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|* Mr. Nafees Siddiqui, a leader 
‘of the defunct Tehrik-i-Istiqial, 
yesterday emphasised the. need 
for expanding the MRD into a 
“popular, effective - orgamisa- 
tion” with its Manifesto, a per- 
manent Secretariat, and a Char- 
ter incorporating the socio 
economic programme for the 
welfare of all sections of society. 

Talking to newsmen __infor- 
mally in Karachi he said that the 
eight-party MRD'‘s “Declaration 
of Intent” would hardly attract 
the people unless an “Action 
programme” was devised for 
the solution of the problems af- 
fecting the labour and farmers, 
‘students and teachers, lawyers 
and doctors etc. 

He said in reply to a quesnon 
that an electoral alliance among 
the MRD’s component parties 
on a “set programme” would in- 
spire the people to “join the 
democratic struggle.” 

Mr. Nafees Siddiqui’s Press 
talk was largely devoted to the 
Tehrik’s organisational affairs 
which. he alleged, were being 
“mis-managed by a dictatorial 
group. led by the Acting Presi- 


dent, ~“Sved Munir Shah, and 
Secretary-General, Mr. 
Musheer Ahmad Pesh Imam.” 
He said that the office-bearers 
elected in 1979 to various tiers of 
the defunct Tehrik in the pro- 
yinces and to the Party’s Na- 
tional Working Committee were 
being “removed systematically 


and replaced by the nominees 


of their choice.” 


He criticised the recent state- 
ment of the Acting President in 
which Syed Munir Shah had re- 
portedly said that the Tehrik 
would agree to join the Govern- 
ment at the Centre if a firm date 
with an election schedule undes 
the 1973 Constitution was 
announced. 

The statement violated the 
Partv mandate as well as the 
MRD’s Four-point “Declaration 
of Intent” both of which had 


clearly ruled out the formation 
of a “political government or a 
national government under the 
umbrella of Martial Law,” he 
observed. 

This will be resisted by the 
Party’s rank and file”, he said. 
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STUDENTS BLOCK ROAD FOR OVER ONE HOUR 


Karachi DAWN in English 25 Jan 83 p 12 


[Text] Vehicular traffic near Natha 
Khan Goth on Sharea Faisal re- 
mained suspended for over an hour 
when some university students 
blocked the road with RTC buses 
yesterday. 

The traffic was, therefore, di- 
verted through other routes, police 
sources said. Pedestrian traffic was 
restored after half an hour, they 
added. _ 

Abour 70 students occupied a 
university bus. and reached the 
place at about 12.50 p.m. They stop- 
ped two RTC buses heading to- 
wards Landhi and asked the driv- 
ers to park them across the track. 
Later, they deflated the tyres of 
both vehicies. 

‘. Fwo other buses, coming from 
Landhi, were also stopped un the 
down-track. : 

A contingent of police. along 
with the Depury Commissioner and 
other officials, rushed to the scene 
to control the situation, but the stu- 
dents had by that time disappeared 
from the place. 

A case against unidentified stu- 
dents was registered on charge of 
rioting and threat to kill the drivers 
on a complaint lodged by driver 
Ahsanul Haq. No arrest was made 
til] last evening. 

Earlier, a group of students 
blocked the entrace to the Karachi 
University Administration buid- 
ing by parking two buses to prevent 
entry of. police vehicles into the 
area. Later, they removed the 
obstacles. 

A police party, which is usuallv 
posted in the convocation ground, 
Was mot seen in the campus 
vesterday. _ 
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CAMPUS TROUBLES ANALYZED ; CAUSES EXAMINED 


Karachi DAWN in English 21 Jan 83 p 15 


(Editorial: 


‘Text ] 


"Campus Troubles"] 


THE clash between a group 
of students and the police at the 
Karachi University speaks of 
the growing violence on the 
campuses and the increasing 
police interference in student 
affairs. The incident on 
‘Wednesday was not an isolated 
one. It came in the wake of eigh- 
teen days of agitation by a 
group of students at the Uni- 
versity for the acceptance of 
their demands. Moreover, inci- 
dents of student indiscipline 
and police action to check 
rowdyism on the campus have 
not been confined to the 
Karachi University alone. The 
same day as the trouble at the 
Karachi University took place, 
disturbances involving stu- 
dents occurred in Islamabad, 
Hyderabad and Sahiwal. In 
fact. in the last six months, at 
least twenty major incidents in 
which students attempted to 
take out processions, hijacked 
buses, obstructed traffic, 
boycotted classes, clashed with 
one another using firearms or 
manhandled their teachers 
were reported from various 
parts of the country. In most of 
these cases, the police were cal- 
led in to handle the situations. 
What we are witnessing is a 
trend — and not a train of 
isolated incidents. We uphold 
the right of all students to 
formulate their legitimate de- 
mands and press for their ac- 
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ceptance. But under no 
circumstances can one condone 
students abandoning the norms 
of civilised behaviour and de- 
cency and using the argument 
of force and intimidation. The 
truth is whenever students 
have resorted to violence 
against a member of the teach- 
ing staff or used firearms to re- 
solve their differences with 
their fellow-students or the au- 


thorities, howsoever legitimate: 


their demands. might have 
been, they have lost the 
sympathy of the public. 


Who is to blame for this dis- 
turbing state of affairs? Al- 
though the students, especially 
the groups actively involved in 
partisan politics, often act in 
such a manner as to Cause a 
breach of discipline, the uni- 
versity authorities and the Ad- 
ministration cannot be _ab-, 
solved of their responsibility. iA 
the matter. That some politica 
parties are using the students 
for their own political ends is 
also quite well-known. These 
parties not only transmit their 
political philosophy and ideol- 
ogy to the student groups in 
sympathy with them, but en- 
courage their supporters 
among the students to imbibe 
the methods and style of their 
mentors. This explains the in- 
tense polarisation between dif- 
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ferent student factions, the abs- 
ence of tolerance in their at- 
titude towards those belonging 
to a rival group and their easy 
access to firearms. These 
phenomena have been in evi- 
dence in the recent years. What 
must impel some serious think- 
ing is not simply the prevalence 
of violence on the campuses but 
the spirtt of intolerance that is 
being inculcated in our youth, 
especially the politicised ones 
some of whom can be expected 
to enter politics one day. This 
tendency will have to be 
checked by the university au- 
thorities themselves. In the 
first place, they must act firmly 
when a breach of discipline oc- 
curs. But it is equally important 
that they remain strictly impar- 
tial and manifestly even- 
handed. This has not always 
been the case. This obviously 
engenders a sense of grievance 
in the group which finds itself 
at the receiving end of the ex- 
cesses of the one enjoying the 
support and patronage of the 
authorities. If the universities 
are to succeed in stamping out 
indiscipline from the 
campuses, they must learn to 
rely more on their own moral 
authority than on the swinging 
barons of the law-enforcing 
agencies. It is a poor reflection 
on the capacity for moral 
persuasion of the academics 
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that a police posse has been 
stationed intermittenily at the 
Karachi University _ since 
February 1981. This is to be 
strongly deplored, for the uni- 
versity’s over dependence in 
enforcing discipline on the ad- 
ministration has only helped to 
bring it more and more under 
bureaucratic control. 

It must be clear that the ques- 
tion of student indiscipline can- 
not be tackled in isolation as a 
law and order problem. The be- 
haviour of those who enter the 
universities to study is very 
largely determined by the 
academic atmosphere at those 


_ institutions. Regrettably, in- 


tellectual stagnation and abs- 
ence of sufficient emphasis on 
scholastic achievements, re- 
search, academic freedom and 
healthy extra-curricular ac- 
tivities have created an envi- 
ronment in which the silent ma- 
_jority of the students has fallen 
,aprey to apathy while a.vocal 
° assertive minority. in- 
dulges in factional rivalries and 
violence. It is important that 
the authorities adopt a broad 
approach to the problem. There 
is need to provide the in- 
tellectual stimulation neces- 
sary for the menta) develop- 
ment of the studerits and to 
create facilities to channel 
their youthful energy into 
sports, debates, publications 
and cultural activities. 








STUDENTS CONDEMN POLICE ACTION 


Karachi DAWN in English 21 Jan 83 pp l, 18 


(Text | 


Che Karachi University Campus 
remained tense yesterday as the 
two main students’ organisations 
held protest meetings and took out 
processions to condemn Wednes- 
day's police action. 

The police remained alert to 
keep the protesting students away 
trom the Administration Building. 

Some students, however, hurled 
a few stones at the policemen on 
guard duty as a result of which four 
policemen got minor injuries. 

The attendance yesterday was 
thin but the classes and practicals 
were held as usual. 

The supporters of Islami Jamiat- 
i-Tulaba observed “Black Day.” A 
protest meeting was held in the 
Zoology Department. It was ad- 
dressed by the Karachi Nazim of 
islami Jamiat-i-Tulaba, Mr Hasan 
Sohaib: the General Secretary of 
Karachi University Students Un- 
ion. Mr Shakilur Rehman; the Joint 
Secretary, Mr Ayaz Sarwat Faroo- 
qui, and the President of NED Uni- 
versity Students Union, Mr Altaf 
Shakvoor. 

The students wearing viack arm 
bands. later took out a procession 


through the Science and Arts | 
Faculties, raising slogans in sup- | 


port of their demands. 


| 
The supporters of the United Stu- 


dents Movement also held a protest 
meeting which was addressed by 
Mr Hasil Baluch, Mr Javed Jadoon 
and Malik Mohammad Aslam. They 
accused both police and the Islami 
Jamiat-i-Tulaba for disturbing the 
academic peace at the Campus. 
Thev said there can be no com- 
promise on the question of open 
court trial of those involved in the 
Qadeer murder case, but offered 
Jamiat to join hands in the move- 
ment for the restoration of Honours 
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classes and Semester system. 

Earlier, a general body meeting 
was held and later a procession was 
taken out. 

Meanwhile, the President of 
Karachi University Teachers Soci- 
ety, Hafiz Syed Ali Ather, has also 
expressed concern over the 
Wednesday's incident and said that 
the students problems should be 
solved with patience, says a KUTS 
Press release. He also appealed to 
the students to remain peaceful. 

An emergency meeting of the 
Managing Committee of KUTS will 
be held on Saturday to discuss the 
Wednesday’s incident. 

The Karachi President of Puki- 
tan Nationa! Students Federation, 
Mr Kamran Mirza Rizki, has also 
condemned the incident and de- 
manded. the withdrawal of police 
from the campus, says a Press 
release. 


Buses seized 


PPI adds: 

University students supporters 
of the Islami Jamiat-i-Tulaba 
seized government buses here 
yesterday afternoon and forced the 
drivers to drive them through the 
busy Sadar streets during peak bus- 
iness hours. 

Hundred in number, they 
chanted slogans agains police and 
local administration and protested 
over the police teargassing in the 
campus on Wednesday. 

Some of them tried to force clo- 
sure of shops on Abdullah Haroon 
Road, Zebunnisa Street and the ad- 
joining shipping centres but before 
any tension could be generated, 
they were persuaded to disperse. 

Meanwhile, officials yesterday 
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denied that police had resorted to 
firing in the campus on Wednes- 
day. They said some students had 
tried to $natch rifles from the ja- 
wans of Frontier Constabulary and 
in the scuffle, one of the students 
received injuries. 

They said pulice were con- 
strained to resort to teargas shel- 
ling to prevent unruly crowd from 
occupying the Admunistratio 
Block of the campus. . . : 


., Siraj-ud-Daulah College 


Students of Siraj-ud-Daulah Col- 
lege have urged the authorities to 
take notice of the ‘goondaism’ 
which is going on in the college for 
quite some time. 

In a resolution yesterday, they 
condemned these elements, mostly 
outsiders, and added “they have 
not spared even the teachers of the 
college”. 

They further suid while the ma- 
jority of students’ was sincere to 
their studies, a handful of students, 
with the help of outsiders, were 
bent upon disturbing the peaceful 
atmosphere of the college. Instead 
of taking any action against these 
elements, innocent students of the 
college had been penalised. they 
alleged. 

In this connection, they also re- 
ferred to the transfer of two 
teachers, and demanded  im- 
mediate cancellation of their 
transfer. e 

The students have also met the 
authorities of the Education De- 
partment, and apprised them of 
their problems. 
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IMF LOAN OF 500 MILLION DOLLARS POSSIBLE 


Karachi DAWN in English 21 Jan 83 p l 


(Article by Hasan Akhtar] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 
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ISLAMABAD, Jan 20: The Board 
of Directors of the, International 
Monetary Fund (IMF} is scheduled 
to meet in Washington on Feb. 4 
when it is likely to approve the 
third and final instalment of the ex- 
tended fund facility, valued at ab- 
out 500 million dollars, im order to 
assist Pakistan in its balance of 
pavments position. 


A team of the IMF was here over . 


a month ago to hold discussions 
with the Pakistani officials with a 
view to making an assessment of 
the nation’s economy and consider- 
ing what further steps need be ta- 
ken by Islamabad to qualify for the 
release of the third instalment of 
the extended fund facility. 

For the last several years, 
Pakistan has been reducing the 
level of support and subsidy on es- 
sential consumer items, in accord- 
ance with the advice and recom- 
mendations of the World Bank and 
the IMF, and making the consum- 
ers pay higher cost for those 
services. The last of the series of 
such measures came with the new 
year, when the Government raised 
the prices of gas and POL, which 
has apparently made an all-round 


impact on price structure in the 
country. 

Although officials seem to sug- 
gest that the cost, specially of the 
energy-related services, was being 
raised to match internatiogal price 
rise, President Gen Mohammad 
Zia-ul-Hagq, briefing national news- 
paper editors this week, had 
frankly stated that the World Bank 
and the IMF had been insisting that 
Pakistan should first attempt to 
mobilise its own resources before 
asking the international agencies 
for help. The President had said 
that the consumer price of gas had 
hitherto been less than its cost of 
production, and the Government 
was obliged to revise price 
structure to qualify for the IMF and 
World Bank assistance. 

That Pakistan has apparently 
qualified to obtain the final instal- 
ment of the extended fund facility 
next month, is borne out by the re- 
cent statément of Mr. H.U. Beg. 
Federal Finance Secretary, in 
Karachi that Pakistan was the first 
country to have sustained a three- 
year credit programme to support 
structural reforms in Pakistan’s na- 
tional economy. 
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PAKISTAN INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES NOT TO BUY AFGHAN PLANES 


Karachi DAWN in English 20 Jan 83 p l 


[Text] Maj.-Gen. M. Rahim Khan, Secretary-General of the Ministry of Defence 
and Chairman of PIA, said in Karachi last night that the airline would not ne- 
gotiate with the Afghan Ariana airline for the purchase of its DC-10 aircraft. 


Talking to newsmen at a dinner given by the PIA management to bid farewell to 
Mr. M. M. Salim, the outgoing Managing Director, at Hotel Intercontinental, he 
said: "We have received intimation about the availability of one DC-10 owned 


by the Afghan airline." 


He said: "We will not negotiate either directly or indirectly with the Afghan 
Government or its airline because of the political and moral issues involved." 


The PIA Chairman said there was huge debt liability on that aircraft from the 
US Import Export Bank. If the latter took it over on account of that, "we 
might then be interested because it will no longer be the property of Afghan 


government." 


He said PIA was looking for one DC-10 and one A-300, both second-hand. On the 
basis of offers made by some carriers, the prices of both aircraft would be in 
the neighbourhood of 55 million US dollars. The cost of new ones would be 125 


million US dollars, he added. 


Mai-Gen Rahim said that a two-day meeting of the PIA's Board of Directors 
would conclude today. It would also decide as to how the services of Mr. 


Salim should be utilised. 


The Board was discussing matters relating to the functioning of the airline, 
he said in reply to a question. 
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VETERAN MUSLIM LEAGUE LEADER'S MEETING WITH ZIA 


Karachi DAWN in English 20 Jan 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


ISLAMABAD, ‘Jan* 19: Veteran 
esti: Leaguer, Mr. Yusuf Ha- 
today had a two-hour meeting 
Vririps Presider. Gea. Mahoor 
&-id-Hag. He later told news- 
men that he acquainted thé Presi, 
dent with his views about the pre- 
sent polizical situation in the 
country. + 

Replying to newsmen’s ques- 
tions, Mr. ,daroon said. he shalt 
keep on trying to meet politicians 
and others in the country in orders 
to find out a solution to the present 
political impasse. 

He said he was going away to 
meet his business obligations, bur 
would keep on visiting Pakistan ev- 
ery now and then with as little gap 
in between as possible. 

Mr. Haroon declined to comment 
on reports that he had brought with 
him some definite formula, but 
hinted that he was trying to evolve 
some kind of am agreed arrange- 
ment between the Government and 
the political parties which could 
leed to earty restoration of democ- 
racy and general elections. 

In this regard, Mr. Haroon em- 
phasised, a great responsibility lay 
on the shoulders of the country’s 
politicians. Lack of unity in their 
ranks, he said, was serving ds a big 
hindrance in the way of restoration 
of democracy. 

Replying to a question, he said, 
he had no political ambition and 
was not keen to contest the elec- 
tions when they are held. He be- 
lieved that serving the national in- 
terests was the motivauon which 
brought him to Pakistan on his pre- 
sent visit. 

Mr. Haroon left here for Karachi 
later in the evening en route to 
Colombo. 
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PPP LEADER OFFERS FORMULA FOR TRANSFER OF POWER 


Karachi DAWN in English 20 Jan 83 pp l, 8 


[Article by Nisar Osmani] 


[Text } 


“LAHORE, Jan 19: The Secretary*' 


General of the defunct Peopies 
Party Mr. Farooq Leghari has said, 
his organisation was fully aware of 
the gravity of geo-political sirua- 
tion and the threat facing the con- 
cept of federalism, and was there- 
fore, willing to take any step fo en- 
sure peaceful transfer of power to 
the elected representatives. 

His party was ready to forego 
some of its rights and concede to 
other concerned parties on many 
specific points if only it could en- 
sure restoration of democracy and 


return of the Armed Forces to the. 


barracks. 

In an interview the PPP lesder 
recalled a number of gestures his 
party had made to its partners in 
the MRD as early as. February, 
1982. He said “we were told by our 
friends in the MRD and by others 
outside it that PPF provided a ma- 
jor obstacle to the restoration of 
democrcy. It was argued that since 
PPP enjoyed overwhelming sup- 
port of the people. any election will 
result in the majority of the party 
consequently, it will embark upon 
@ course of vendetta and would also 
fundamentally change Pakistan's 
basic policies, both internal and 
extemal.” 

Mr. Leghari continued: “We 
were surprised by this inverted 
logic” but our party deliberated on 
these objections and ultimatety put 
forward a formula to allay these 
tears. He said his party suggested 
that the Assemblies of 1970 and 
1977 should be convened together 
in the form of a Grand National As- 
sembty to elect the “President and 
the Prime Minister of Pakistan for 
an interim period of one year. 
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He said, “under the formula, PPP 
majority of roughly 70 per cent 
would have been reduced to less 
than 25 per cent and the interim 
Government that would thus come 
into being would, of necessity, be a. 
coalition government.” The PPP, 
he said, was to declare that it would 
not contest the office of the Pres 
dent or of the Prime Minister dur- 
ing the interim period, not only 
that it would be quite happy to sit 
on Opposition benches. 

The interim government so 
formed would run the country for 
one year, the Army would go back 
to barracks immediately, and elec-, 
tions would be held at the end of 
the year under the authority of that 
coalition or national Government 

He expressed the opinion that 
this formula would have ensured a’ 
peaceful transfer of power and the | 
Army would have gone back to bar-, 
racks with honour. “In fact, thecur- 
rent gulf between the public and: 
the Army would be bridged and the’ 
national institution of the Army 
would be saved.” Moreover, under 
these conditions it would not be 
possible to make any sudden unex- 
pected departure from the 
country’s basic policies. 

His party, he said, had told its 
friends within the MRD that it 
would be too willing to consider 
any amendment to the formula if 
only it could ensure peaceful trans- 
fer of power and return of the Army 
to the barracks. 

Making a pointed reference to 
what he described as a serious 
threat to the very existence of the 
Federation. he said, the politicians 
talked of the danger witha very sad 
heart — conscious of the fact that 


PAKISTAN 








CSO 


the threat was not imaginary or 
theoretical as the country had al- 
ready gone through the traumatic 
development of 1971. The factors 
were very much relevant and 
operative even today. 


Regional forces 


Answering a question, he said, it 
was our duty to develop an under- 
standing with “regional nationalist 
forces and bring them in the main- 
stream.” An important national 
problem today was that there 
should be total understanding 
among the concerned political 
forces on national issues and the 
question of distribution of powers 
between the Centre and the pro- 
vinces should not be made an elec- 
tion issue. 

The PPP considered the °73 Con- 
stitution a sacrosanct document 
but if the security of the Federation 
and the rights of the small pro- 
vinces so demanded some amend- 
ments to the Constitution, would be 
considered as well. It was in this 
spirit that the PPP had entered into 
negotiations with the “regional 
nationalist forces” and had even 
developed a good deal of under- 
standing with them. 

He said. his party was conscious 
of the geo-political developments 
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and the vulnerability of the 
country in the context of Super- 
power rivalry. “We do not wish this 
region to be the focus of attention 
ot Super Powers but would like tw 
resolve our problems and differ- 
ences with other regional pow >rs 
amongst ourselves”, he added. 

Asked if the offer made by his 
party to its MRD partners in 
February last year still held good, 
he said, it was rather unfortunate 
that these proposals could not be 
made public earlier because of re- 
strictions on the Press but his Party 
stood by them even today and 
would be willing to discuss them 
with others. 

The formula, he emphasised, was 
in the interest of all the parties — 
the people, the Armed Forces, and 
the political parties. It was essen- 
tial that we should create an 
atmosphere in which the people 
could be taken into confidence and 
the small provinces could have a 
sense of participation in national 
affairs. That alone could contain 
provincial prejudices and regional 
nationalism and could assure the 
smaller provinces that there would 
be no slave-master relationship. In- 
stead, every citizen would have 
equal rights. No quantum of 
sophisticated weapons could 
guarantee the national solidarity, 
he luded. 











GOVERNOR SAYS SOCIAL REVOLUTION EMERGING IN BALUCHISTAN 


Xarachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 22 Jan 83 p 3 
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QUETTA, Jan, 21: The Go- 
vernor of Baluchistan. Lt-Gen. 
Rahimuddin Khan has said that 
side by side with the pleasant 
economic changes a social revolu- 
tion was emerging in Baluchistan. 


Addressing a gathering of coun- 
cillors and notables at Turbat 
a See he said the out 
moded tribal system was changing. 
The change of this system, he said 
was not only the need of the time 
~~. requirement of our religion as 
wel, 


The Governor of Baluchistan 
Lt.-Gen. has said that the pretigi- 
ous place Pakistan had gained in 
the comity of nations was due 
10 full participation of the people 
besides the government efforts in 
the development of the country. 

He said eight crore le of 
Pakistan including those Balu- 
chistan have strengthened Presi- 
dent Zia-ul-Haq’s hands by exten- 
ding their cooperation to the go- 
vernment, he said. 


Giving his impressions of Presi- 
dent’s recent foreign tour he told 
the gathering, the Governor re- 
ferred to the attitude of the West- 
ern media towards Baluchistan. 

He said that rumours used to 
be floated about separatists tenden- 
cies in Baluchistan and setting up 
of a separate state. Burt this im- 
pression is being erased now, he 
stated, that those people were @ls0 
now realising the realities. 
are now eware of the fact that the 
people of Baluchistan were as pei- 
riotic as the of other pro- 
vinces were, he stated. 
oe 
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As a member of President en- 
tourage, the Governor also referred 
to his meeting with some Ameri- 
can journalists who had carried out 
research work on Baluchistan. He 


uchistan to meet the people per- 
sonally and find out their impres- 
sions, this journalist, he said would 
a Soe Baluchistan in April 


The Govenor visited various de- 
velopment projects at Turbat in 
Mekran district on Wednesday. He 
inspected water supply scheme 
Abser being implemented at an 
estimated cost of Rs. 3.75 million 
and is likely to be completed by 
June 1983. On completion it 
would benefit a population of 
10,000 of Abser village. 


The Governor also inspected 
district headquarter hospita] Tur- 
bat. He went round X-ray plant, 
operation theatre, medicine store, 
leprosy control centre detal clinic 
and male and female wards of the 
hospital. 

He also inspected under con- 
strucuon residenual accommodation 


for government officers, Turbat 
airport road, and airport town 
planning site. 

Earlier, in the morning he was 
briefed by the Commissioner Mek- 
ran division on various develop- 
ment projects. 

Additional chief Secretary C 
and W, Secretary Irrigation and 
Power, Secretary Health and divi- 
sional heads of various nation 
building attended the 
briefing. . 
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BALUCHISTAN MRD CALLS FOR END TO POLITICAL CURBS 


Karachi DAWN in English 22 Jan 83 p 12 
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QUETTA, Jan 21: The MRD, 
Baluchistan, has demanded iar 
mediate removal of restrictions on 
political activities, restoration of 
political parties, lifting of curbs on 
the Press and restoration of powers 
of Supreme and High Courts, as 
were envisaged im the 1973 
Constitution. — : 

A meeting chaired by Mr Ah 
Ahmed Kurd, General Secretary of 
defunct PPP, Baluchistan, also said 
that arrangements should be made 
as early as possible for setting up 2 
representative Government in the 
country. 

Taking stock of what was de- 
scribed as “deteriorating social, 
political and economic situation”, 
the meeting expressed concern 
ever price hike, imposition of un- 
bearable taxes, corruption, unemp- 
loyment and restriction on Press 
and political activities. 


The meeting, held at the resi- 
dence of Mr Jamal Jogezai, was at- 
tended by Haji Ghulam Sarwar 
Yasinzai, Dr Enayatullah Khan, Mr 
Anwar Durrani, Mr Nisar Ahmed 
Khan, Mr Hidayatullah Pirzada, 
Arbab Sher Ali Kansi and Arbab 
Abdul Zahir Kansi. 

The meeting demanded release 
of ail political leaders and workers, 


including Miss Benazir Bhutto, 


(Retd) Air Marshal Asghar Khan, 
Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan and 
Mualana Fazlur Rahman. 

It further demanded removal of 
restrictions on the movement of 
Khan Abdul Wali Khan, Sardar 
Sherbaz Mazari, Mir Ghous Bux Be- 
zenjo, Mr Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi 
and Mr Mairaj Mohammad Khan. 


PAKISTAN 











GOVERNMENT PRESSURE ON INDEPENDENT PAPERS ALLEGED 


Karachi DAWN in English 24 Jan 83 p 9 


[Text } 


Mr Mahmud Azam _ Farougqi, 
former Federal Information Minis- 
ter, yesterday criticised the 
Government fur using “various 
pressure tactics” on the “indepen- 
dent” newspapers to “suppress 
their free, objective and analytical 
thinking” for the cause of the 
country. 

Speaking at the first annual din- 
ner of the daily “Jasarat” Emp- 
loyees’ Union yesterday he said 
that curbs on freedom of the Press 
today had refreshed the memory of 
“dark” regime of the previous 
Government. 

To the extent the newspaper in- 
dustry today was facing a crisis it 
has been “deliberately” created by 
the Government so that the “inde- 
pendent” newspapers close down, 
he maintained. 

Mr Mahmud Azam complained 
that these papers were being de- 
prived of advertisements, nut only 
official but also of the private 
business. 


The Government, he pointed out, 
had itself become a “commercial 
body” as through Radio and Televi- 
sion it has “captured” the market 
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at the sufferance of the newspaper 
industry. 


Not only this, but payment of otfi- 
cial ads. to the “independent” 
newspapers is made unduly late, 
while several hurdles are placed in 
the supply of newsprint. 


Mr Mahmud Azam Farougi. who 
heads the “Jasarat” publication, 
assured the employees that despite 
all these encumbrances, the man- 
agement had remained conscious 
of its obligations towards emp- 
loyees. However, he said that 
“Jasarat” being an “ideological, 
rather than commercial news- 
paper”, the employees should also 
work whole heartedly in the same 
spirit. 


The Union President, Mr Ahmad 
Saeed Qureshi, said that the 
“Jasarat” employees have always 
kept a balance between their trade 
union rights and the discharge ot 
their duty. He, however, urged the 
management not to delay the pay- 
ment of additional dearness allo- 
wance and the interim relief. 

Secretary of the Union. Mr Fijaz 
Hashmi, also spoke. 
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ENERGY CRISIS ANALYZED; SEARCH FOR ALTERNATIVES DISCUSSED 


Karachi DAWN in English 25 Jan 83 p 7 


(Article by Mushtaq Ahmad] 


[Text ] 


WE as a nation are seldom 
conscious of a crisis until it 
descends on us with all its 
gravity. Like incorrigible 
optimists we say to 
ourselves we have come so 
far. not caring to sense the 
dangers that lurk roand the 
comer. Even our planners 
share our optimism, making 
no allowance for: the im- 
ponderables that may set at 
naught the ponderables in 
their metculously worked- 
out plans. We have had this 
experience before when the 
expected did not happen, 
and our progress was sud- 
denlv blocked. Now we are 
up against a new crisis. 

The energy crisis ts probably the 
worst of its kind we have faced in 
the three and half decades of our 
existence. The situation is ail the 
more grim because of our already 
low coasumption of power. among 
the lowest mn the world — lower 
than even the Asian average of 300 
units. Compared to 2.000 ot the Un- 
ited States and 1.700 of Western 
Europe. our per capita consump- 
tion is 4 Meagre 180. 

The comparison shows how far 
we have vet w go in achteving a 
respectable energy consumption 
level tor a decent living standard 
for our populanon. While our 
awareness of facts 1s limited Dy our 
obser ation, a study of figures re- 
veais a more startling reality. 


t-? 


According to the Housing Census 
conducted in December 1980. 
Pakistan has a total of twelve mil- 
lion households and the Economic 
Survey puts the total number of 
domestic: consumers around two 
and a half million. or to'use a difte 
rent set of statistics. Out of a popu- 
lation of 84 million only 10 million 
have access to electricity in their 
homes. In the light of these facts. if 
the entire generating capacity !s 
earmarked for domestic demand 
and the productive sector is comp- 
leteiy starved, "here will still be 20 
million Pakistanis on the wating 
list. 


Narrow base 


At present only 20 per cent of the 
capatity ts used for domestic con- 
sumption and the remaining 80 per 
cent in industry, commerce. 2e- 
riculture. etc. The crunch ts se 
verelv affecting borh the domestic 
and the production fronts. The 
question is not just one ot import- 
ina more oil even if we could pay 
for it. which we cannot in the pre- 
sent state of our foreign exchange 
resources. Power projects. whether 
hvdel or thermal, require a lone 
gestation period. besides internal 
and external resources that are not 
easv to find without overstraining 
the economy and without raisig2 4 
public nue and rv over the result: 
ing acceleration of the price spiral 

Pakistan’s econmy has a ver 
narrow power bese. Gas-fields and 
rivers are its Major energy sources. 
Reserves of one and potential of 
the other are believed to be large 
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but demand colossal tnvestment 
and considerable rime for exploita- 
tion. Besides. the multiple use of 
Yds. egually beneficial to the 
economy. Make it almost impossi- 
ble tor the entire suppiv to be di- 
verted to power generution. Now 
only 35 Der cent ts Deing used in the 
—— 

power sector. Our oaltired 
generators, which produce 30 per 
cent of our energy, are heavily de- 
pendent on imported supplies, 
domestic production meeting only 
10. per cent of the demand. The 
ever-escalating ot] import bill con- 
sututes a serious threat to our ba- 
lance of pavments, swallowing one- 
forth of the export earnings and 
taking a bigger bite at it with each 
passing vears. 

In 1979-80. we spent Rs.10,685 
million on 6.437 thousand tons and 
in the very next vear the bill went 


up to Rs.15.691 million for $.537° 
thousand tons rocketing to over: 


Rs. 18.500. million in the following 
vear. A 50 per cent rise in cost after 
fitteen per cent reduction in 


Quantity is 2 situation alarming en-. 


ough to set our planners thinking 
about the iare of their grandiose 
schemes for lifting the economy vut 
of its present depressed state to 4 
higher stage of development. Ex- 
perts have estimated that for a 5 
per cent growth in GNP am § per 
cent growtd in energy resources is 
required. How can this growth rate 
be achieved, or even the existing 
level be sustained unless we are 
able to double our expertable surp- 
lus? Which again ts a function of 
greater production necessitating 
Vet 2reater supplies of energy. 
Vicious cirele 

To break this vicrous circle in 
which we have unwarily allowed 
ourselves to be caught for fauure to 
anticipate and pian in time. the en- 
erzv prodtlem nas to be tackled ona 
war footing. Fiscal remedies for en- 
couraging production and. dis- 
couraging consumption in an iat: 
jationary climate mav prove worse 
than the disease. Energy costs like 
food prices have a cumulanve ef- 
fect on the ance ‘evel. The rise is 
alwavs out of proportion to the oftti- 
clal increase. thanks to the cupidity 
of our trade and lack of ethics in 
business 

Both WAPDA and KESC can enh- 
ance their incomes uf thes launcna 
drive against thefts of electmcity 
bv farm and factory owners in the 
urban and rural areas. [In Karachi 
alone the loss is esnmated at Rs.30 


million annually and in the country 
as a whole several times more 
Even conservative official esn- 
mates of power and energy losses 
due to operational inetficreacy and 
pilferage are over 30 per cent. The 
actual percentagé is much higher 
Resort tO pemodic increases in 
rates can easily be avoided by firm 
action against the culprits outside 
and their accomplices inside the or- 
ganisations. Honesty is not some- 
thing One can inject through fre- 
quent publicity duses 
The crisis in our 
fuel economy is a cri- 
sis both of under-pro- 
duction and under-con- 
Sumption, aggravatec 
by over-consumption in 
the non-productive sec- 
tors. The elimination 
of the last must be the 
first on the priority 
list of steps to be 
taken to put the energy 
house in order. No mea- 
sures have been adopted 
so far to cut down the 
oil and electricity 
consuming fuxuries catering to the 
convenience and comfort of the af- 
fluent class. whose lite-stvle is 
rapidly infecting the middle and 
the lower statrua. Automobiles. 
VCRs. washing machines. 
airconditioners. refrigerators and 
electrical appliances of a myriad 
descer:ption have become a national 
craze. fa Karachi. for instance. 
there are fitt. thousand electricity: 
guzziing airconditioners and their 
“number all over the country is ab- 
out ome hundred and fifty 
thousand. consuming prodablv 150 
MIW of electricity. Some of the 
houses have as many as a dozen. 
Millioas of gallons ot petrol are 
consumed b. over three lakh auto 
mobties in te country, of which at 
least a third are used for joy rides. 
One thousand ot them are being im- 
ported each month without a 
thought of the demand they maxe 
on our energy resources. A Dan on 
import of-al] cars and aircondition- 
ers. and the introduction of petrol 
rarioning throughour the country 
musc be among the immediate 
priorities on the Ust of Measures to 
ecanomise on the burgeoning oil 
import) bil. The cuit of con 
suMerism Must give way (0 d re- 











gime of austerity. 


The Chinese approath 


Economy io consumption has to 
be combined with an increase in 
the generation capacity. An 
import-dused power industry being 
out of the question, the answer lies 
im an intensified search tor new 
sources aud more extensive exploi- 
tation of the conventional sources. 
Between estimates and proven re- 
serves there is a world of differ- 
ence. According tu the Chairman of 
Atomic Energy Commission, we 
have gas potential of 8,000 MW 
power after meering the demand of 
petro-chemical industries, and al- 
most an equal potential of hydel 
power. The harnessing of both calls 
for time and money and the gas- 


fields particularly will warrant 


huge investments on fewer 
projects. 


The exploitation of the river en- 
ereyv potential will not pose’ the 
same problem uw we adopt the 
Chinese approach to the quesnoun 
of water development. Large dams 
to feed urban industry with bdor- 
rowed technology from the West 
was not a Chinese priority. Instead, 
they concentrated on building tens 
of thousands of smal! dams withour 
foreign aid and technical know- 
how and with the assistance of their 
own indigenous labour and capital 


© basic flaw in our planning 
was excessive concentration on 
giant projects. brased in favour of 
farm irrigation and industrially 
oriented in terms of power genera- 
tion. Tha generating capacity of 
our small hydel = protects 3s 
shockinlv low. only 107 MW out or 4 
total of 1,647 MW compared two 
1.540 MW of the big hvdro-power 
stations at Tarbeia. Mangia and 
Warsak. ts - 


Tre contribution of coal and oil to our total energy supply is 5 and 10 per 
cent, respectively. Prospects for neither appear to be as bright as we have 
often wishfully thought. Bio-gas, wind and solar power, either because they 
are too primitive or too sophisticated for bureaucratic acceptance, have only 
a small supplemental role to play. In nuclear electricity, which at present 


meets 0.2 of our power needs, we have still to achieve a real breakthrough. 


The immediate solution to the emergency lies in avoiding waste and wasteful 
uses as well as better and fuller utilisation of the available resources. 

Among them exploitation of water resources by means of a string of small hydel 
stations throughout the country on the Chinese pattern, must have top priority. 
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ORDER ISSUED ON ENERGY CONSERVATION MEASURES 


Karachi DAWN in English 16 Jan 83 pl 


Divisional authorities all over 
Sind, except Karachi, have been di- 
rected to take immediate energy 
conservation measures in the light. 
of the Federal Government's direc- 
tives in this connection. 

Karachi ts already observing en- 
ergy conservation includiag early. 
closure of shops and rhereforé no 
fresh instructions are being issued 
to the local administration in this 
tepard, it was officially announced 
vesterday. The present shop tum- 
ings will continue to be observed, 
sources said. 
| The Commissioners ot Sukkur 
and Hyderabad Divisions have 
been asked to take the steps within 
their jurisdiction in consultation 
with the clectricity boards, Cham- 
bers of Commerce and Industry, 
trade bodies, and other representa- 
uve organisations. 

A communication to this effect 
was sent (o them yesterday and 
they were directed to report 
compliance. 

Among other things, rhe energy 
crisis has developed because ut less 
veneration from WAPDA’s hvdel 
systems on account of low river 
flows. 

.The closure timings for shops. 
commercial establishments etc. 
will, of course, be determined 
keeping in view the sunset light-up 
time in each town — this being dif- 
ferent from the Pakistan Standard 
Time and linked up with the 
longitude and other geographical 
conditions, sources said 
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ENERGY CRISIS: LOWERING CONSUMPTION STRONGLY ADVISED 


Karachi DAWN in English 20 Jan 83 pp 7, 10 
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Article by Sultan Ahmed] 


‘EIGHT years ‘after the 
world energy crisis began 
Pakistan is finding itself in 
the grip of its worst energy 
crisis without a real energy 
plan. As it went through its 
five-year plans and many 
one-year plans, it had tenta- 


tive energy policies and 


programmes, greater talk 
about energy, increased ef- 
forts to raise output and 
larger allocations but they 
have all made really small 
headway. 


In fact. the headway, except in 
oil, is not small, but consumption 
has soared tremendously, increas- 
ing the gap between demand and 
supply. While in the 1970s and 
thereafter larger funds were 
earmarked in the development 
plans for energy, they were not al- 
ways actually spent. 

So while the oil import bul shot 
up to Rs 1,854 crore last year, shops 
all over the country are now being 
asked to close down around 5.30 
p.m., cement factories are held up 
for want of gas and are now being 
told to turn to the costly furnace ou. 

Housewives are handicapped by 
the low pressure of gas or the cut- 
off at times. Many industries are 
hampered by the same factor. And 
now industries in Karachi are to be 
asked to have an extra-weekly holi- 
dav. and industries in Lahore may 
have to do likewise, if, as proposed 
by Sui Northern, there is to be total 
load-shedding one day a week in- 


stead of +0 per cemt every day. Ten 
sugar factories, too, are to switch 
over from gas to bagasse, entering a 
new energy medium for them. 

Finance Minister Ghulam Ishaq 
Khan says that the demand in the 
country for gas now is 978 million 
cubic feet per day, while the supply 
is 669 mullion cubic feet, leaving a 
gap of 309 million c.frt. 

Karachi’s demand for gas, says 
Mr Mukhtar “Masud, Secretarv. 
Ministry of Petroleum and Natural 
Resources, is 402 million cubic feet 
per day at its peak, and the supply 
225 m.c.ft., leaving a large gap of 
147 m.c.ft., daily. 

Gas 

As the Export Processing Zone 
goes into full production, as the 
Pakistan Steel produces its normal 
capacity, and more industries come 
un in the Hub area, the demand for 
gas in the city may nearly double. 

Oil production within Pakistan is 
barely 7 per cent of the demand 
and the rest is imported at a tre- 
mendous cost which is getting in- 
creasingly close to the total modest 
export earnings of the country. 

And while the demand for power 
is berween 5.000 and 7,000 
megawatt, the existing capacity in 
the country is only 4,440 MW. The 
government, says Dr Mahbubul 
Haq, Deputy Chairman of the Plan- 
ning Commission. is spending 1,700 
million dollars to bridge this gap. 

He is now thinking of not of the 
Sixth Five-Year Plan only but also 
of the seventh. Hence he says that 
the sixth plan. beginning July 1, 
will increase the power output by 
3.145 MW. To raise it to 7,885 MW, 





and by the end of the seventh plan, 
ut 1992, the power output would 
rise to 12,755 Vi 


In a country in which increasing 
efforts to find oil have been re- 
warded poorly. a source of great 
comfort has been the varied gas 
finds. When gas was found in Sulit 
was Said it would last a hundred 
vears. Later it was predicted that it 
would last for 200 years. But now 
the Pakistan Petroleum Ltd... which 
discovered Su: gas and has been 
suppiving 81 per cent of the gas 
cousumption or the country from 
there, has candidiv -autioned the 
country that even after the invest- 
ment of Rs 220 crore for the de- 
velopment and revitalisation o; the 
Sui wells they Mav not last more 
than 20 years. Dr Haq has also tried 
to drive home this point to shake us 
out of complacency or economic 
tatalism. We are clearly in for a 
very iong stmiggie in the energy 
sector unless, through a miracle or 
otherwise, we fit laree oil reserves, 
which are now said to exist along 
the Mekran coast. 


Consumption 


While the casual approach to en- 
erev in the earlier decades when vil 
sas cheap was understandable, 
there has been a sense of urgency 
since the oil aie began soaring — 
ultimately rising close to 20 times 
over the 1970 price. But that aware- 
ness was not matched by pesitive 
performance. Forecasting of the 
femand to come has been grossly 
faulty. It was too unrealistic as the 
pianners failed to see the clear sig- 
nails and went about thei calcula- 
rions or forecasts in the conven- 
rional or textbook manner 

The Fifth Five-Year Plan al- 
located Rs 3.350 crore for energy 
development — an average outlay 
or Rs 670 crore per vear. \il or that 
was to De in the public sect with 


NOCALRZ aSsizneac fo tne private se 

(OF But witie oni. Rs 503 crore was 
iilocated last vear -— the fourth 
year of the plan — even after an 


increase of 22 per centovertharthe 
allocation for the current vearc is Rs 
588 crore. That clearly shows now 
the allocation or che trunds, ext ept 
in the current year, has been lag 


Zime tar Dehind the plan. creati 


ne rists [Nef as enveloping us 
OdaA\ 
Y . \ + 7 ° 
Lr-Gen Saeed Qadir, Minister tor 
Production act MMU \Viukntar 


Viasud, Rave now appedied 
Drivate sector to play cher role in 








the developmen: or energy. Bur 

SNnCe le enereyv prices are usualiy 
eontrotied bv tne zovernment che 
private sector which delieves in 
large and quick prorits may not be 
ready to come forth, uniess that be 
the multinationa! Companies like 
the PPL. which is mobuusing i177 
miilion dollars from abroed and 
within the country tor the develop- 
ment oft hes ii Zas field 

The basic propiem in Pakistan to- 
dav Is a5 much higher productionot 
energy as if is to promote less con- 
sumption. ihe current five-vear 
plan estimated annual increase in 
enerey consumption at 3 per cent. 
The Finance Minister savs that gas 
consumption has been increasing 
at 12 per cent, while Dr Haq says 
that enervy consumption overail is 
rising by 15 per cent. 

Gas consumption has to mse shar- 
ply when new fertiliser factories 
come up and together with the oid 
consuMe 2b per cent of the gas com- 
pared to 25 per cent for the general 
industries as a whole. Cement 
factories consume 10 per cent of 
the gas, while the homes burn only 


4 per cent of the gas supply. No 
¢ t . 
wonder, the Finance Minister, mix- 


ing political tact with economic 
factors, has Dared the domestic 
comsumers from the current en- 
hanced rates for gas. 


The International Energy De- 
veiopment Corporation of the U-S., 
hired by the Pianning Commission, 
has now come up with a five-year 
energy plan thac will cost the aaton 


Rs 11,600 crore — an average or Rs 
> a ie | . . > } 
2,322 crore per year. The plan cov 


ers the entire energy spectrum 
from coal to nuclear power, with SO 
per cent of =ne money to be spent 
OO inCredsing Power output 


t f ° - - 

{ff under the current five-vear 
Dian lo per centor the total outias 
wos @armarked tor .ower and fuel, 
uf the IEDC pian, which has become 


pri 


- 


a Controversial one in che corridors 
ot Isiamabad, is accepted, 22 per 
cent of the sixth pian outlay would 
have to De devoted to energy pro- 
duction —tnat is. .t the next plants 


fwo-and-a-Nali times the size of the 
r r} ’ , els 2) 

Surrent plan with its outlay of Ks 

9 , 7 

mA, ZU) i re 


Ford haf outia e Ub OC pian 
will increase energy cutput Dy 10 
pe te’ aad it " t ‘ sants aa 

es is T i idan stan a 
be reduced trom an annual rate ol 
15 per cent to mine per cent. Can 








this really be achieved at a time 
when Dr Mahbubul Haq has em- 
barked on rapid electrification of 
the villages of Pakistan? He wants 
agro-based industries and other 
productive endeavours all over the 
country to’ reduce its poverty. All 
that would increase energy con- 
sumption in a big way. 

While the struggle ror increasing 
the energy output has to be an ar- 
duous and sustained one, is the 
country really willing to reduce its 
energy consumption to the low nor- 
mal level of developing countries 
where the annual increase would 
be around 8 per cent? While the 
prospects of other nétural energy” 
sources remaig largely uncertain, 
the fear of Sui gay running ous 
withid 20 years is a terrifying one 
and underscored dramatically the 
necessity for reducing energy con- 
sumption. But a time when the es- 
timated two million Pakistanis ab- 
road send 2,400 million dollars 
through the banking channels, half 
4 billion dollars through aon- 
banking channels and are bringing 
in consumer durables — mostly 
electrical goods — for another half 
a billion dollars, and are largely 
waiting to plug them on when 
power reaches their villages, can 
we succeed in reducing electric 
consumption significantly. 

Dr. Mahbubu! Haq has appealed 
for changes in the house-building 
pattern which can result in reduced 
electricity consumption in place of 
the imcreasing resort: [to air- 
conditioning that is becoming 
common. 

Exposed as he is to the exaspera- 
tions of making a plan in a poor but 
heavily populated country with its 
soaring material expectations, he 
really means well. But can he find 
the co-operation that he seeks from 
the architects and house owners in 
a society marked for its ostentati- 
ous living, when too many govern- 
ment offices are centrally alr- 
conditioned, not to talk of new lux- 
ury private sector office blocks? 
The country has a real two-way bat- 
tle to fight if it is not to lose the 
energy war disastrously. 
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LASBELA. 
Buluchistan has ol- 
located Rs. 30 crore the 
hodies to carry out development 
work aii over the province during 
the Current tinancial year 

This was disclosed by Mr 
Ferozuddin Ahmed, Secretary, 
Local Bodies and Rural Develop 
ment, Government of Baluchistan. 
while inaugurating the Utree-day 
workshop for the training ot 
councillors at Hlub Chowki today 

He sard the development . 
tions include the establishment ot 


to .ivic 


loca 


schools, hospitals, construction ot 
roads, Karezes etc 
fre further disc tosed that Rs. 1.30 


ce was being given fo every Dis 


cro 
trict Council to heip the tarmers in 
acquiring agriculture machinery 
(he Secretary sdid 
membeis of the civic bodies were 
enjoving enormous tinancial and 


the elected 


CIVIC BODIFS ALLOTE 


D 300 MILLION 


RUPEES 


try 


administrative powers” 

ite said the  Gnairman of the Dis 
trict Councils were empowered io 
nominate students for the admis 
sions in medical and engineering 
colleges against the reserved seats. 

Mr Ferozuddin said Zakat funds 
were to be earmarked for the grant 
of scholarships for the poor and 
needy students. 


He said the provincia) govern 
ment provided funds to run civic 
hodites. Moreover, these bodies also 
made dynamic efforts to generate 
funds to launch development prog 
rammes in their respective areas. 
He said each District Council col 
lected about Rs. 46 lakh through 
octroi duty and the same was being 
spent on development activities 


f+ 
i the yp! 


He said under a policy 
vincial Government, 50 per ceat ot 


land revenue imcome and 25 per 
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cent of the earning ot Motor Veh 
cle Tax was given to these electes 
civic bodies. He said these bodie 
had been authorised to work ow 
projects of social welfare and sul 
mit the same to the provincial Gor 
ernment, which wil] bear 50 pe 
cent expenditure of these projects 

Mr Ferozuddin pointed out tha 
the civic bodies in) Baluchistai 
were functioning »mooth!y an 
flawlessly. He said there was ne 
complaint aguinst anv Councillor 

Six subject) committees 
formed today to finalise recom 
mendations in the light of discus 
sions to be made during the three 
day workshop and submit the same 
to the provincial Government. 


were 


barlier, Wadera Khuda Bux. 
Chairman District Council. 
Lasbela, in his welcome iddre 
recounted the activities of the 


Local Councils.--PPI 








NATIONAL GEOLOGICAL BODY CONSTITUTED 
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The Federal Education Ministry 
has reconstituted the Natidnal 
Committee on International 
Geological Correlation Programme 
with the Director-Genefal, Geolog)- 
cal Survey of Pakistan, as its Con- 
venor, it was learrit in Karachi. 

It will have 13 othef nrembers in- 
cluding a representative of the 
Ministry of Screrice and 
Technology. 

The terms & reference 6f the 
committee are: 

1, To organise Internatiénal 
Geologital Correlation Program- 
me’s project activities: 

2.,To promote and mobilise 
geoscientific interest directly or in- 
directly related to Internatiénal 
Geological Correlation Programme 
activities; 

3, To invite project proposals 
from the geoscientific community 
of Pakistan, review them and make 
recommendations to the Intema- 
tional Geological Correlation Prog- 
ramme Secretariat or UNESCO; 

4, To work out national priority 
areas for the projects in Pakistan 
giving emphasis to resource and 
commodity oriented projects, and 

5, Create envirnoments and for 
free exchange of scientific ideas 
and strive for better communica- 
tion in related fields of activities. 
—PPI. 
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ISLAMIC DOCUMENTATION CENTER SET UP 
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Islamic Documentation and In 
turmation Centre has been set up 
through the efforts of Pakistan 
philanthropists to promote re- 
search on the teachings of the Holy 
Quran and Sunnah, with particular 
reference to the social, economic, 
educational and legal systems. 

This would ultimately play an ac- 
tive part in developing resources of 
information in the Musiim 
countries. Mr A.K. Brohi, Presi 
dent. IsJamic Documentation and 
Information Centre, told a Press 
conference at the State Bank build- 
ing yesterday. 

Explaining the objective of the 
documentation centre, he said it 
would be utilised inter alia the in- 
ternational community of scholars. 

Mr Brohi said documentation 
technique was mainiy concerned 
with communication of recorded 
knowledge 

Eluborating., — he said the 
documentation centre would help a 
scholar formulate precisely his in- 
terest: locate material which would 
be required directly or indirectly 
for his research; procure material 
from all over the world, and 
arrange for translation ot material 
from one language to the other. 


He said the centre would have 


computerised indices’ to modern 
knowledge which would be easily 
available to a scholar. 

Mr Brohi said the centre had 
been functioning for the last eight 
months. and during this period the 
centre bad established contacts 
with almost all research centres in 
the world. It had also covered all 
libraries and major private collec- 
tions of books on Islam in Karachi 
and in other parts of Sind 

He said the centre had 
jocumented 24,900 titles in Urdu 
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and English and identified and 
documented 804 journals. 
Documentation work had already 
been started in five regional 
centres — Quetta, Peshawar, Is- 
lamabad, Lahore and Hyderabad. 

Mr Brohi said the centre was now 
in touch with the British Museum 
Library (UK), Bibliothic Nationai 
Library (France), and Library of 
Congress (USA). It) was also 
establishing contacts with the 
other famous libraries. He said the 
centre was preparing references in 
English, Arabic, Persian and Urdu. 
ir would soon extend its operation 
to the other major languages of the 
world, he stated. 


Catalogues 


He said the centre was now In a 
position tu start publication ot 
catalogues and references in a way 
that merely a glance would tell a 
scholar and researcher from where 
and how the desired materiai could 
be obtained 

He said the centre had covered 
the whole of the Islamic region and 
very soon 1 would develop its own 
translation and research service 
for  chents, institutions and 
scholars 

He appealed to institutions as 
well as indaviduals to come torward 
and help build this institution. He 
said ‘friends of the centre’ would be 
kept informed through its newslet- 
ter which it would be publishing 
every three months 

The Universitv of Karachi had 
made available u 5-acre plot at the 
campus for the centre's building. 
At preseat the centre was operat- 
ing from the Dr Mahmud Husain 
Memorial Library building, he 
added. 
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ISLAMABAD,Jan 25: Following 
are the salient teatures of the 
Establishment of the Office of 
Wafaqi Mohtasib (Ombudsman) 
Order, 1983, promulgated by the 
President here today. 

—The Mohtasib shall be ap- 
pointed by the President. 


—The Mohtasib shall, in al] mat- 
ters, perform his functions and ex- 
ercise his powers fairly, and inde- 
pendent of the executives; and all 
executive authorities throughout 
Pakistan shal] act in aid of the 
Mohtasib. 

—The Mohrasib shall hold office 
for a period of four years and shall 
not be eligible for any extension. 

—The Mohtasib may be removed 
from office by the President on 
crounds of misconduct or of being 
incapable of properly performing 
the duties of his office by reason of 
physical or mental incapacity. 

—The Mohtasib, on a complaint 
or of his own motion, may under- 
take any investigation into any al- 
legation of mal-administration on 
the part of any agency or any of its 
officers or employees. 

—The Mohtasib shall not have 
any jurisdiction to investigate or 
inquire into any matters which are 
subjudice before a court, or relate 
to the external affairs of Pakistan 
or are connected with the defence 
of Pakistan. 

—For ascertaining the root 
causes of corrupt practices and in- 
justice, the Mohtasib may recom- 
mend appropriate steps for their 
eradication. 


—A complaint before’ the 
Mohtasib will be made on solemn 
affirmation or oath and in writing. 
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—No anonymous or pseudonym- 
ous complaints shall be 
entertained. 

—A complaint shall be made not 
later than three months from the 
day on which the persons aggrieved 
first had the notice of the matter 
alleged in the complaint. 

—The Mohtasib shail communi- 
cate his findings on a complaint to 
the agency concerned for 
implementation. 

—The Mohtasib may also refer 
the matter to the President, if 
necessary. 

—The Mohtasib if satisfied that a 
person is guilty of any allegations, 
may refer the case to the concerned 
authority for necessary action. 

—The Montasib shall, for the 
purposes of this Order, have the 
same powers as are vested in a civil 
court. 

—The Mohtasib shall have the 
same powers, mutatis mutandis, as 
the Supreme Court has to punish 
any persons for its contempt. 

—The Mohtasib may constitute 
an inspection team for the perform- 
ance of any of the functions of the 
Mohtasib. 

—The Mohtasib may establish 
standing or advisory committees 
for performing some specific func- 
tions as assigned by him. 

—The Mohtasib may appoint ad- 
visers, consultants and fellows to 
assist him in the discharge of his 
duties. 

—The Mohtasib may authorise 
public servant or agency to under- 
take such functions to such extent 
and subject to such conditions as he 
may specify. 

—The Mohtasib may ask the re- 
sponsible persons or agency in- 
volved in malpractice/injustice to 
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award costs, compensation and re- 
fund of amount to the aggrieved 
party. 

—The Mohtasibb may seek the as. 
sistance of any person or authority 
for the performance of his 
functions. 

—The Mohtasib shall be the chief 
executive of the office. 

—Mohtasib and staff shall be 
deemed to be public servant. 

—The Mohtasib shall submit an 
annual report to the President re- 
lating to his functions. 

—No court or other authority 
shall have jurisdiction to question 
the validity of any action taken un- 
der this Order. 


—No suit, prosecution or other 
legal proceeding shall lie against 
the Mohtasib or his staff. 

—The President may refer any 
matter, report or complaint for in- 
vestigation and independe:it re- 
commendations by the Mohtasib. 

—Any person aggrieved by a de- 
cision or order of the Mohtasib may 
make a representation to the 
President. 

—The Mohtasib may, with the ap- 
proval of the President, make rules 
for carrying out the purposes of the 
Order. 
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LAHORE. Jen 25: A proposal is 
under consideration of the Federal 
Government for bringing about 
basic changes in the existing ag- 
ricultural policy. The new 
tramework envisages better 
tacilities tur small tarmers for get- 
ting loans. agricultural implements 
and exemption from \arious duties 
and taxes. 

Official sources informed ‘Dawn’ 
here on Tuesday that a formula was 
being studied by a special commit- 
tee of experts to establish a perma- 
nent joint cell, consisting of tive 
ministries concerned, for a one- 
window operation to increase ag- 
ricultural production. 

According to reports completed 
by the Government, out of a total 
197 million acres of land in the 
country. only 50 million acres were 
cultivated, the sources said. 

[fo meet needs of the growing 
population. the average cropping 
intensity in Pakistan was required 
to be enhanced to 200 per cent dur- 
ing the next 10 years as compared 
to the existing rate of about 120 per 
cent. The reports turther revealed 


that out of every 100 farmers in the 
country, 68 were smali Larmers pos- 
sessing 4 Minimum land holding ot 
only 12.5 acres. They got inade- 
quate facilities and concessions 
from the Government to increase 
output. the sources added. 


It had, therefore, been proposed 
that loans, given by various 
agencies for agro-based industries, 
should be charged interest at the 
rate of about five to six per cent as 
against the present rate ot 9 to 15 
per cent. It had aiso been suggested 
that local production of tarm 
machinery and agricultural inputs 
should be encouraged by removing 
sales tax, customs and income tdx 
on farm produce. 


The sources said other related 1s- 
sues under study included promo- 
tion of mechanised tarming, re- 
moval of shortage of technicians 
and engineers. local production of 
stee! alloys required tor agro-based 
industry, banning of various im- 
ported items aud comprehensive 
educational programmes ~ tor 
farmers. -< * 
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LAHORE. Jan 25. Average 
cost of production of both ce- 
ment and fertilizer has gone up 
due ‘to inerease in fuel prices. 
In cement the hike was to be 
Rs 102 and in fertilizer by Rs 
i3@Q@ per ton. 

According to the State Ce- 
ment Corporation of Pakistan 
sources the per ton cost increas- 
ed has gone up to Rs 550 io 6£2. 

Sine2 the annual production 
of the SCCP plants is estimated 
at 40 'akh tons, the SCCP will 
have to incur additional expen- 
ditures of Rs 408 million an- 
nually. 

The SCCP sources said, the 
home cement industry was 
double hit due to rise in the 
gaz prices and conversion of 
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some of the gas-based pu.ants 
into oil-based ones. 

Two-third of extra cost would 
be due to change of ivel, ‘rom 
gas io oil. 

The plants which will not be 
converted to oil fuel include 
National, Dandot, National, Ka- 
rachi and two kilns of the Weh 
Cement Factory. 

While the govern.nent has al- 
ready ruled out increase 1 ithe 
cement prices as ajJso any sud- 
sidy in view of the increased 
expenditure on the fuel. 

However sources expect a 
reduction in the excise duty on 
cement. 

According to major fertilizer 
factory sources, they would 
make a request to the Govern- 
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ment “to compensate them pro- 
portionately”’. 

It may be mentioned Frere 
that the factory orice of one 
ten of fertilizer inciuding Rs 18! 
as marketing cost, was Rs i 2p2. 


The Government received a 
surcharge of 1.098 ani sold one 


ton of fertilizer to the consu- 
mer for Rs 2.360. 
If the Government did not 


ennance the fertilizer prices. 1% 
would have to reduce its share 
in the surcharge equivalent to 
rise in the cost of production 
these sources pointed out. 

The factory sources further 
said the production aad gore 
down to 70 to 7§ per cent due 
to gas load sheddinz.- 
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EXPANSION OF JAILS PLANNED IN PUNJAB 
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SEALKOT,. Jan 20: The Inspector 
General. Prison, Punjab, Syed 
Siiafqatullah Shah said here that 
Rs 15 crores, would be spent on the 
construction, renovation and ex- 
pansion of the existing jails and re- 
sidential accommodation for offi- 
cials and staff in Punjab. He 
further said that in Vehari a Dis- 
trict jail ts under construction 
which would accommodate 200 to 
500 prisoners. The IGP, who paid a 
surprise visit to inspect the jail told 
newsmen that next year the Cent- 
ral Jail would be constructed in 
Rawalpindi for which Rs seven 
crore have been earmarked. For 
this jail both Central and Provin- 
cial Government would provide 
equal funds, he added. 


He revealed that Ulema in Grade 
i2 were being engaged for all the 
jails to impart relugious knowledge 
to the prisoners. This would cer- 
tainly help in building the charac- 
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ter of the convicts. 

Mr Shafqgatullah Shah said that 
District Jail, Sialkot, was con- 
sidered to be a retormative jail as 
according to him the Jail au- 
thorities have started various pro- 
jects for the welfare of the prison- 
ers like sewing of footballs, man- 
ufacturing of carpets, and mat- 
making in order to make the prison- 
ers good citizens. 

The Sialkot Jail, he added, was 
earning about Rs 5 lakh annually 
only by sewing of footballs by the 
prisoners. He said that at present 
there were 71 prisoners who had 
been sentenced to death, 452 were 
under trial in various courts, and 
323 have been sentenced for diffe- 


rent terms. 

Flush system would soon be 
introduced in Sialkot Jail for which 
Rs 14 lakh have been allocated. 

The IGP later inspected the Jail 
and also tasted the food being pro- 
vided to the prisoners. 
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RAILWAYS LAUNCH IMPROVEMENT, MODERNIZATION PROJECT 
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. LAHORE, Jan 22: The Pakistan 
Railways, with the assistance of the 
World Bank, has launched a new 
project — “Eleventh Railway Pro- 
ject” — which will cost Rs. 1973.3 
million, including a foreign ex- 
change mponent of Rs 395 
- The project is to improve dry 
port faciliries at Lahore, iriuding 
its expansion, handling of contain- 
ers traffic, providing rolling stock, 
modernisation of locomotive 
factory, improvement of manage- 
ment and information system by 
utilising modern data network and 
computers and feasibility study of 
electric traction on Khanewal- 
Karachi section. wv 

A sum: of Rs 139.06 million, inc- 
luding a foreign exchange compo- 
nent of Rs 50.57 million, has been 
allocated for the project during the 
current fiscal year. 

The project is expected to be 
completed during the next Five 
Year Plan period. ; 

With the completion of this pro- 
ject, the dry port will handle cargo 
on a considerable scale. Its income 
will also increase manifold. 
Moreover, the locomotives factory 
would be in a position to repair the 
locomotives more efficiently and 
lead to progressive, manufacturing 
of locomotives 
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Three ambulance cars donated 
by the Red Cross Society of the 
People’s Republic of China tor use 
in relief work among the Afghan 
refugees were handed over to the 
Government of Pakistan in a sim- 
ple ceremony in Karachi yesterday 
morning. 

On behalf of PRC Red Cross Soct- 
ety, Mr Wang Disan, Chinese Con- 
sul General in Karachi, presented 
the keys of the ambulances to Brig. 
(retd) Saeed Azhar, Chief Commis- 
sioner for Afghan Refugees. 

Alongwith the ambulances, some 
medical instruments and equip- 
ment and a certainamount of 
medicines were also handed over 
by Mr Wang Disan. 

Speaking on the occasion, the 
Chinese Consul General said the 
Atghan people were waging a 
heroic struggle to liberate their 
homeland from foreign invaders. 

He said the Chinese Government 
and people supported the just re- 
sistance put up by the Afghan 
people for the defence of their 
country from foreign aggression, 
and were contident that they would 
succeed in regaining their national 
independence. 

He also said the Chinese people 
and Government viewed with 
sympathy and concern the sufter- 
ings of the three million-odd Af- 
vhan refugees torced to flee their 
homes and seek shelter in Pakistan 
due to the inhuman crimes of the 
foreizn aggressor. 

On behalf of his Government and 
countrymen, Mr Wang Disan con- 
vratulated the Government and 


people of Pakistan’ for the 
humanitarian assistance and help 
being provided by them to the Al- 
ghan refugees. 

He said the donation of ambu- 
lances was a small token of the 
Chinese people’s desire to provide 
some aid for the Afghan retugees. 

He expressed his confidence that 
the day would come when the Af- 
ghan refugees would return to their 
homes in dignity and honour fol- 
lowing the liberation of their 
country. 


In his brief speech, Brig. (retd) 
Saeed Azhar thanked Mr Wang Dt1- 
san for the help provided by the 
Chinese Government and people to 
Pakistan in looking after the Af- 
ghan refugees. 

He said the Pakistani Govern- 
ment and people, in keeping with 
humanitarian principles, were do- 
ing their utmost to provide food, 
shelter and medical care to the 
nearly three million Afghan re- 
fugees who had sought shelter 
here. 

He thanked the other countries 
and international agencies who 
were cooperating with the Pakistan 
Government in providing 
humanitarian assistance to the \f- 
ghan refugees. 

The handing-over ceremony took 
place at the Federal Government 
Warehouse in the Sindhi Muslim 
Housing Society. 

The function was attended by 
Chinese diplomats and representa- 


tives ot the Pakistan 
Government. 
* 
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ISLAMABAD, Jan 22: Nearly 600 
questions and 50 resolutions have 
beep received so far for the next 
session of the Federal Council — 
Ma jlis-i-Shoora — expected to be 
gin here in the first week of 
February. 


Federal: Council Secretariat 
sources said here on Saturday that 
questions and resajutions are still 
pouring in. Some motions under 
Rule 220 have also been received 
for the session to be taken up for 
discussion on the days fixed for 
non-official business. | : 


All the questions and resolutions 
are under process for admissibility 
according to the rules of conduct- 
ing the business of the Councu. 


Eight hundred and five questions 
were received for the last session 
held from Oct 9 to 17. The actual 
number of questions answered 
were 321 and 175 questions were 
disallowed, while 309 questions 


4600/264 


a | 


were lapsed under the Conduct ot 
Business Rules. 


-According to the sources, 65 re- 
solutions were received for the last 
session. The total number of resolu- 
tions admitted for discussion were 
28. while others were declared in- 
admissible under the Conduct of 
Business Rules. 


Twe draft laws, the Establish- 
ment of Courts of “Qazis” Ordi- 
mance, 1981-and the Offences 
against Human Body (Enforcement 
of Qisas and Diyat) Ordinance, 
1981 pending from the October ses- 
sion are expected to be taken up in 
the forthcoming session. Both the 
draft laws were referred to the 
select committees. constituted by 
the chairman of the Council which 
have considered tke two drafts. 
The committees are expected to 
present their reports in the forth- 
coming session. 
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Mr Mumtaz Ali Bhutto, a leader 
of the defunct People’s Party said 
in Karachi on Saturday that the 
proposal relating to a “grand as- 
sembly” was withdrawn by Begum 
Nusrat Bhutto and is, therefore, no 
longer in existence. 

In a statement he criticised chief 

ot the defunct National Democratic 
Party (NDP), Sardar Sherbaz 
Mazari’s statement in a section of 
the Press and said that # the 
“grand assembly” is not envisaged 
in the MRD Declaration, it contains 
no provision for an election al- 
liance either which is being discus- 
sed in the MRD. 
« He said Mr Mazari had accused 
late Mr Z.A. Bhutto of having ad- 
mitted the rigging of 1977 elections 
but pointed our that Mr Mazari 
“sees nothing wrong in maintain 
ing very close personal and politi- 
cal liaison with some of those PPP 
men who were accused of being 
actually responsible for rigging”. 

Another MRD leader, Khan Ab- 
dul Khaliq Khan. Secretary Gen- 
eral of PRD (NWFP) on Saturday 
refuted defunct PPP Secretary- 
General Farooq Leghart’s state- 
ment that “friends in the MRD con- 
sidered the detunct PPP a major. 
obstacle to restoration af democ-! 
racy as their expected overwhelm- 
ing Majority at the polls wilh result 
in their embarking on a course ot 
vendetta” 

In a statement he said that Mr 
Leghan’'s observation was not cor- 
rect as nome in the MRD art any 
stage considered PPP an obstacle. 
However, he pointed out that the 
question as to which party would 


command majority at the polls was 
premature as well as contestable. 

As for the “grand assembly” 
idea, Mir Khaliq Khan said that if 
the government could be brought 
around to convene such an “assem- 
bly” then what prevents it to hold 
general elections. 

Mr Iqbal Haider, Secretary Gen- 
eral of the defunct Qaumt Mahaz-i- 
Azadi, has also criticised the revi- 
val of the “grand assemlby” idea by 
Mr Leghari and has reminded the 
people that it was categorically re 
jected by Begum Bhurto on more 
than one occasion. 

In a statement he maintained 
that the people and the political 
parties were bound by the 1973 
Constitution and that no political 
strugture or formula inconsistent 
with, or repugnant to, that constitu- 
tion would be acceptable to the 
people. 

MIRD’s position. he said. had 
been summed up in its four-point 
formula — elections under 1973 
constiturion, repeal of Martial Law, 
restoration ot the Constitution, and 
transfer of power to elected rep- 
resentatives of the people. 

In view of this straight-forward 
position. there was no room for the 
MRD parties to debate any politi 
cal formula, he said. 

Mir Iqbal Haider stated that al- 
though Mr Leghari had not named 
the authority or the legal basis for 
summoning the Parliaments of 
1970 and 1977, the authority being 
deemed to be competent to do so 
would also be competent to hold 
general elections under the 1973 
constitution and summon the new 
parliament accordingly. 
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MULTAN, Jan The Govern- 
ment is stated to have decided to 
adopt some effective and encourag- 
ing measures to boost cultivation of 
fruits and vegetables for export in 
order ‘oO eam more foreign 


exchange. 


In this connection arrangements 
are reportedly afoot to organise na- 
tional agricultural exhibitions at 
provincial level where the owners 
of orchards and thé progressive 
vegetable growers will be given 
cash awards and certificates for 
their good and appreciable 
produce. .; 

In Punjab the national ag 
ricultural exhibition of fru:ts and 
vegetables is expected to be held at 
Lahore in the first week of March 
next. In this regard the classifica- 
tion of orchards owners and veget- 
able growers of different areas of 
Punjab has reportedly been done, 


according to which the produce of 
small growers will be exhibited 
first and of the big zamindars and 
garden owners will be exhibited 
during the second half period of the 
one week show. 

The Provincial Governor is ex- 
pected to distribute prizes on the 
conclusion of the exhibition. 


District Council Sahiwal, has de- 
cided to spend a sum of Rs. 
9,83.27,000 on 384 different de- 
velopment schemes in the distnct 
during the current financial year. 


So far 23 basic health centres 
have been constructed while the 
construction of three godowns for 
wheat storage is in progress. , 


Six primary schools in tae dis- 
trict have also been upgraded to 
the middle standard. This was disc- 
losed at a meeting of 
Coordination Committee. 
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RAWALPINDI, Jan 21: The cre ! 
dit plan for the current financial) 
year envisages a total credit expan- 
sion of Rs 9.46 billion in the private 
sector. Out of this Rs 1.98 billion 
will be in agricultural sector, 
Rs 4.54 billion in manufacturing, 
Rs 1.1 billion in housing. and Rs 
1.84 billion in other sectors, Radio 
Pakistan reported here on 
Thursday. 

On gross basis, the total amount 
of credit for agricuJtural purposes 
is projected at Rs 5.86 billion Of 
this Rs 3.78 billion will be provided 
for financing seasonal inputs lke 
fertilisers, seeds and pesticides. 
The remaining amount of Rs 2.08 
billion will be advanced for financ 
ing fixed investment in agriculture. 
including sink’ng of tubewells. 


Commercial banks have beer di- 
rected to make available at least an 
amount of Rs 0.9 billion by way of 
disbursement to agriculturists with 
small holdings of subsistence level. 
A separate allocation of Rs 276 imii- 
lion has been made for financing 
tobacco marketing. 

For the manufacturing sector, a 
separate allocation of Rs 3.05 bil- 
lion has been provided for financ- 
ing fixed investment in the private 
sector. 

On the gross allocation for hovis- 
ing, Rs 1.1 billion have been pro- 
vided to House Building Finance 
Corporation and Rs 58 million to 
commercial banks. 
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MINISTER SAYS PRIVATE SECTOR INVESTMENT TO BE ENCOURAGED 
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The Federal Minister for Produc- 
tion, Li-Gen. Saeed Qadir, yester- 
day assured the private en- 
trepreneurs that not only a major: 
role tor them was being planned in 
the Sixth Five-Year Plan, but that 
mvestment of the private sector 
would be further encouraged 
through measures now under study 
by the Deregulation Committee. 

As for the public sector, he said, 
jts role would be restricted to con- 
solidating the existing capacity and. 
complementing the private en- 
terprise activities with its produc- 
tion and “modest” investment 
plans. 

Gen. Qadir was delivering a key- 
note address for the foreign Trade 
Commissioners’ conference on the 
“Role -{ Private Sector, Public Sec- 
tor and Banking System,” ar- 
ganised by the Federation 61 
Pakistan Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry at Hotel 
Intercontinental. 

The theme of his address 
pertained to the “current Measures 
and future plaaning for induswiali- 
sation with special reterence to au- 
gmentng production and 
capacity.” 

Besides Gen. Qadir’s address at 
the inaugural session, the FPCCI 
chiet, Mr Mohammad Yusuf Zia, 
made a welcome speech and Dr 
Sydney Pereira, Trade Representa- 
tive of Portugal and Doyen of the 
Trade Corps, spoke on behalf of the 
foreign Trade Commissioners. 

Later at the working session, Mr 
H.U. Beg, Federal Secretary for Fi- 
Mance, gave a taik on “op 
portunities and = icentives for 
foreign private industrial invest 
ment in Pakistan,”’ and Dr Ziaud- 
din Ahmad, Deputy Govemors. 
State Bank of Pakistan, on the role 


FURTHER 


piayed by banking in accelerating 
the pace of economic growth in zen- 
eral and the private industriai in- 
vestment in particular [he puper 
read out by the FPCCI President, 
Mr Yusuf Zia, discussed rhe prop- 
lems and prospects of the private 
sector in Pakistan. 

Calling private enterprise as the’ 
major “engine of growth.” the Pro- 
duction Minister said that a situa- 
tion was being envisaged where 
private enterpmse shall take i 
upon itself to fulfil the responsibiu- 
itv Of Increasing invesrment. In this 
contexi he pointed our that the suc- 
cess of a number of public sector 
projects such as the Pakistan Sree! 
was dependent on the “increased 
dozes of private invesnnent.” He 
disclosed that a number ot projects 
which need to be set up as “down. 
stream projects,” of the Steel Mulls 
to absorb its output, have been 
identified. 

Gen. Qadir, commending the role 
of the banking sector, said that 
bank advances had increased to Rs 
63212 million on June 30, i982, 
against Rs 53831 million during the 
previous year — an increase ot 17.4 
per cent. The share of advances 
made to the private sector in 198i- 
82 was 51 per cent compared to 30 
per cems to public enterprises. 

Discussing the Government's et- 
forts to revive industrial activity, 
the Minister said that “manu- 
facturing is now the second largest 
sector of national economy and it 
accounts for 17 per cent of GDP 
(Gross Domestic Product). The 
Manufacturing value added had re- 
corded a peak growth or 12.1 per 
cent in 1981-82, he said. 


About the on-gomg public sector 
projects, be said that the Pakistan 
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Steel Mills are scheduled for com- 
pierion in June 1984; Baluchistan 
Wheel in March, 1983; Kohat Ce- 
ment in April, 1983; White Cement 
Expansion Project by the end of 
1933, Nava Daur Factory in Oc- 
tober, 1984, and a truck plant 
which is under process. 


Gen. Qadir said that despite an 
adverse global environment, col-, 
lapse in the prices of agricultural 
commodities, a deepening interna- 
oonal recession and am ever- 
increasing influx of Afghan re-. 
fugees, the GDP rose to 6.3 percent 
against 6.1 per cent in 1980-31. This 
rate was not oniv berter than the 
annual plan target of 6.1 per cent 
but also compared tavourably with 
the growth rates ot 2.7 per cent and 
3.8 per cent in 1981 in non-oil de- 
veloping countries and low income 
countries respectively. 

After listing various measures [0 
boost private sector investment, to 
provide infrastructural tacilines 
and to help the ‘sick’ industnes, 
Gen Qadir said that industrial 
sanctions issued during 1972-77 
amounted to Rs 9.4 billion and 
which increased to Rs 37 billion 
during July 1977 to March 1982 —a 
four times increase. 

He said that the full effect of th- 
ese investments will be felt by the 
end of 1984 when most of them 
would turn productive. A 

As for the performance of the 
public sector industrres Gen. Qadir’ 
said that the production index dur-, 
ing 1981-82 increased by 13 per 
cent as compared to about one per 
cent in 1980-8L. — 

The public sector sales which had 
increased from Rs 13016.74 mullion 
in 1979-80 to Rs 13225 million dur- 
ing 1980-81 are estimated to mse 
further to Rs 17797 mullion in 1981- 
§2. “For the sec. 1d year in succes 
sion. all the corporations have 
shown a profit, although some may 
be still running in losses,” he said 
adding that companies such as the 
Pakistan PVC, Larkana Sugar 
Mills, Associated Cement and 
Pakistan Engineering Company. 
formerly under lossy have now 
turned the corner and are showing 
protits.” 

In addition to providing the job 
ipportunities, the public sector's 
-ontribugons to the national ex- 
chequer through payment ot taxes 
and duties nad increased trom Rs 
3572 milion during 1980-51 to Rs 
3924 million in 1981-82, the Minis- 


CEP scl U. 


APP adds: ~o 

Among the steps taken to attract 
private investors, Gen Qadir en- 
umerated simplication oi project 
sanctioning procedures, exemption 
from prior sanction of units inyOlv- 
ing investments of Rs 20 millon. 
reduction in import duties for cap- 
tal goods, tax credits for machinery 
meant for pliant modernisation, 
abolition of tax on bonus share i> 
sues, tax rebate On income trom ex- 
ports and investment, five-year tax 
holiday tor industries set up 1n less- 
‘developed ~~ureus, ~ safeguards 
against further nationalisation, 
establishment of an Export Proces- 
sing Zone (EPZ) in Karachi, etc. 


The Finance Secretry, Mr H.U. 
Beg, invited foreign m-estors to 
participate in the economic de- 
velopment of Pakistan on joint ven- 
ture basis particularly in agro- 
based industries by transferring 
real technical know-how. 

He said that with the establish. 
ment of Pakistan Steel, there was 
now wide scope for the develop- 
ment of down-stream industries. 

Pakistan, Mr Beg said, had 
reached a “take-off” stage and as 
such the foreign investors should 
undertake “basic things” and | 
thereby do real service to Pakistan 
in her econumix development. 

The Secretary said that Pakistan 
being an agncultural country ab 
forded great opportunites for de- 
velopment ot live-stock, poultry 
and anfmai husbandry. ; 

They could also participate om 
joint venture basis in growing th- 
ose crops which are not so long pro 
duced in this country. He said that 
the Government had liberalised 
the formalities and a number ot 
concessions had been given (to at- 
tract foreign investment. 

The Finance Secretary stoutly 
defended the recent mse in power 
and gas rates and said that the n@ 
tion must have to make sacrifices 
tor development. He said that Rs 
220 crore were needed for the de 
velopment of Sui gasrield to keep & 
at present level. “The oation has & 
pay this as a tax payers.” he sad 
adding that “we must look at things 
objectivelv.” The Sui gastield was 
giving to the nation gas for the last 
25 years. he said and added that 
funds were now needed for retam- 
ing this facility. 

He said that the “gas price in the 
country ts one fifth of the price ot 
kerosene and one third of furnace 
ou.” - 











H - said that it was not justified to 
call the rise as “mini budget”. The 
cost must be borne by the nation in 
one way or the other. 

The Secretary further said that it 
was untrue that liberal import pul- 
icy was being pursued by the Gov- 
ernment on the pressure or the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund. 


Banking sector’s role 


The Deputy Governor ot the 
State Bank of Pakistan, Dr Ziaud- 
din Ahmed said that bunk deposits 
had grown from Rs 88 million in 

‘ June 1948 ro Rs 81.7 billion now. 

He added that there was now one 
branch of the bank in the country 
for everv 11.500 persons ds agaigst 
4 lakh persons in June 1948. 

Dr Ziauddin said that the finan- 
ctal institutions had aiso emerged 
ds a sound base contributing to the 
economic development. 


Mr Mohammad Yusuf Zia, Presi- 
dent of the Federation ot Pakistan 
Chambers of Commerce and In- 
dustry ( FPCCI), said active support 
from the private sector was essen- 
tial tor national economic 
development. 

He proposed the creation of “4 
high-level implementanon board”, 
to imclude private sector rep- 
resemtatives nominated by the 
FPRCCI, to oversee progresy ity 
economic projects and analyse 
realistically the feedback provided, 
by the concerned Government 
departments. 

However, economi growin 
should not be measured in “cod 
statistics” alone, but rather in 
terms of the addition to human 
welfare. and judged by this count 
much remained to be desired, he 
added. 

Dr Svdney Perewa. Trade Rep- 
resentative of Protugal, in his 
speech called for increased two- 
tlow of economic informauon and 
data so as to increase Pakistan's 
economnK links with = other 
countries. , 
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RAWALPINDI, Jan 15: Checking 
team started working at 6 p.m. 
sharp today throughout the 


Rawalpindi district to ensure that. 


no violation of the Government ban 
on the use of electricity by the com- 
mercial establishments and shops 
took place. . 

Originally the Government in- 
strucnons were that all the com- 
mercial establisnments be closed 
after 5.30 p.m. due to power 
shortage. But tne Deputy Comis- 
sioner Rawalpindi, Chaudhry Nazir 
Anmad, at a specially convened 
meeting with the representatives 
of traders associations granted the 
special concession of half an hour 
so that shopkeepers could cout 
their accounts and settle trafisac- 
tions. The traders’ representative 
attending the meeting had re 
quested for the concession. 

The Depury Commussioner, how- 
ever, made it clear that no shop and 
commercial establishment should 
use electricity after 6 p.m. 

The traders representatives as 
sured the Deputy Commussioner 


TION IN SHOP CLOSING 


English 16 Jan 83 p 12 


that the traders would extend full 
cooperation to the Government in 
the application of the instructions. 

A Lahore report adds: 

In view of shortage of power, the 
industrial units of Lahore region 
having a load of above 70 kilowatts 
will stagger their weekends on the 
week days other than Friday with 
immediate effect. 

This decision has been taken by 
the Chairman, Area Electricity 
Board, Lahore, after due consulta- 
tion with the Lahore Chamber of 
Commerce and Industries under 
WAPDA’s measures to overcome 
the present power crisis due to low 
levels in rivers in the winter and 
subsequently lowering of level ot 
Tarbela and Mangia reservoirs as 
well as closure of canals for annual 
maintenance and repairs. 

The Chairman of the Lahore 
Area Electricity Board had hoped 
that the industnalists would coop- 
erate with WAPDA in its prog- 
ramme of load-shedding and make 
the “save Electricity Campaign” a 
success. —APP PPI 
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D.G. KHAN, Jan 20: A tractors 
assembling plant will be erected 
soon in D.G. Khan at a cost of Rs 27 
crore. It was disclosed by the Com- 
missioner, D.G. Khan division, 
Chaudhry Mohammad Ashraf, 
while addressing an oper kutcherv 
in S):ah Sadardin, 28 kilometres 
from here. 

The tractors factory will bring 
economic revolution in the area as 
in the proposed factory world re- 
nowned Fiat tractors will be as- 
sembled and about 600 persons wil) 
be provided jobs. 

He said, sumilariy, in gypsum 
piant which has recently been inau- 
gurated in Habibabad near Taunsa 
Sharif, avout 300 persons will be 
provided jobs. 

In both these factories local 
persons will be given preference in 
the matter of employment. 


Oil & gas prices 
Increase in the prices of oil and 
gas has caused reactions in various 
circles of D.G. Khan division. 
Muan Mohammad Ramzan, 4a 
weil-known Jurist, Chairman Zakat 


PLANNED 


and Ushr Committee. and Member, 
Federal Council, has expressed 
Surprise that while announcing the 
Federal Bucgert both the Federal 
Finance Minister and the Deputy 
Chairman, Planning Commission, 
Dr Mehbubul Haq had given an as- 
surance that there wouid be no 
mini-budget during the vear but 
Just after six months 2 new mini- 
budget has been announced. 

Mr. Ramzan said this is mere 
wishful thinking that the prices of 
finished goods would not be af- 
fected as a result of increase in the 
prices of oil and gas. 

Mr Ramzan said the OPEC had 
reduced the prices of oil, vet in 
Pakistan the prices of petroleum 
and gas have been increased. 

Mr Ramzan said. after acute 
shortage of electric power load- 
shedding has given a blow to in- 
dustrial production and now the in- 
crease in cu and gas prices would 
prove to be the last straw on the 
camel's back. 

He theretore, demanded im- 
mediate withdrawal of the increase 
in the prices of oil and gas 
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REVISED DOWNWARD 


Rice exports target has 
been further revised down- 
ward by the Rice Export 
Corporation from $ 345 
million to $ 307 million, it 
was learnt here yesterday. 

Informed sources said that dec- 
lining trend in mice exports is 
likely to continue for the seaond 
year. 

Pakistan is expected to export 
about 9.5 lakh tons during the 
current year as against 9.6 lakh 
tons exports of 1981-82. 

In 1981-82 rice exports fetched 


about $400 On com- 
pared with $500 million in 1980- 
8I 


The export target has been re 
vised in view of the sluggish per- 
formance of the first six months 
of 1982-83—-$82 million as 
against $195 million in the pre- 
ceding year. 

The decline in rice exports is 
mainly because major buyers from 
Pakistan—Sri Lanka, Indonesia 
and Turkey—had better crops of 
their own this year. Two other 
countries which used to Duy a 
significant quanuty of Pakistan’s 
rice were Iran and Iraq. They 
have reduced their shopping due 
to the prolonged war. 

Fall in rice exports is also at- 
tributed to the declining trend in 
international prices with the im 
provement in supply positon. 
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TISH LNDUSTRY 
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QUETTA, Jan 17: The Govern. 
ment of Balucnistan has. in coilab- 
oraiion withthe United Nations de- 
velupment programme, started a 
19-point Rs. 169 million project for 
the promotion of fish industry. 

Under the plan present dred fish 
industry would be converted to 
fresh fish industry so that the 
fishermen could draw greater be- 
me tit of their fish cageh, it is learnt, 


The programme includes setting | 


up of cold storages at Ormara and~ 
Pasni, provision of ice boxes fdr 
fish, modern machinery tor eight 
boats and launches, and modern 
technical training to the fishermen. 
It may be recalled here that last 
year 652 engines and other fishing 
equipment worth Rs. 1 million had 
been imported under the assist- 
ance trom Japan and are being dis 


PROJECT IN BALUCHISTAN STARTED 


tributed among fishermen on 5 per 
cent subsidised rate 

[t 1s turther understood that the 
Asian Development Bank has re 
cently sanctioned a loan 


Under the programme, a fish 
harbour at Pasni, co'd storage and 
unloading tacilities would be pro- 
vided tor umproving the fish boats 
pertormance and 70 engines amd 
156U tashing equipment would be 
imported and distributed amung 
the fishermen... -:0..) . . 

For providing encouragement tu 
the private sector of the fish in- 
dustries ioan could also be 
uulised for setting up of two 
factories for converting the useless 
{ish into animal teed. impuri ct tive 
transport ships and five cold 
storages. —APP 
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NATIONAL LIBRARY BUILDING PROGRESSING 
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[Text | ISLAMABAD. Jan 17: The Fed. 
eral Minister for Education, Mr 
Mohammad Ali Khan, visited the 
under-construction National 
Library of Pakistan here un Sunday 
and said chat on its completion the 
library ‘vould rival the libranes of 
Baghdad in its treasures of learning 
and knowledee. 

The Chairman of CDA, Syed Al 
Nawaz Gardezi, who is also Presi- 
dent of the National Cultural Com- 
plex Organizing Committee. 
brieted the Minister on the prog- 
ress of the project. He tuld him the 
library building would be comp- 
leted by the. end ul the current 
vedr, - - 

| Mr Gardezi said thdt-the library, 
being built’ dt’ 4 Zost BE RS BS mil- 
lion, would provide ali modern 
facilities to students, scholars, re- 
searchers and intellectuals all over 
the country. Its 500 seat centrally 
air conditioned autitorium would 
be available for public functions as 
well he said. 

The Minister was shown round 
yanous portions of the library. He 
expressed satisfaction over the 
pace of construction and told the 
Chairman CDA that the Education 
Ministry had proposed an alloca- 
tion of Rs 35 crore in the next Plan 

_for the National Library. 

The Minister urged upon the en- 
gineers working on the project to 
speed up the pace of work with a 
view to avoiding inflationary rise in 
the cost of the project. —PPL. 
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SERIOUS EFFORTS SUGGESTED TO DEVELOP TOURISM 


Karachi DAWN in English 18 Jan 83 p 7 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


PAKISTAN has been losing 
tourists in recent vears, despite 
an increasing number of con- 
ferences held to devise ways 
for promoting tourism. It was 
reported that the growth rate in 
tourist traffic fell to 6.1 per 
cent in 1980 from 32.3 per cent 
in 1978. The trend shows in the 
near absence of foreign 
tourists, including the Arab 
holiday-makers, from the usual 
tourist haunts in the country. 
Since the tourist industry has 
been our seventh largest 
foreign exchange earner, this 
sharp decline should be seri- 
ously pondered. It may be a 
matter of some. significance 
that the sharp fall in tourist 
traffic has not been reported by 
the Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism but has been revealed 
in a report by a committee 
formed to review the state of 
tourism in the country by the 
Central Board of the State Bank 
of Pakistan. The report, 
forwarded to the minisiry, has 
not been made public. It is, 
thus, not possible to comment 
on factors that the committee 
might have found responsible 
for the decline. One reason may 
be the disruption in the tradi- 
tional land route through Iran 
and Afghanistan. Propaganda 
in the Western countries re- 
garding the Government's etf- 
forts to change the cultural en- 


vironment of the country may 


also have kept a number of-pe- 
tential tourists away from 
Pakistan. If this is so, an im- 
aginative. exposition of what 
Pakistan has to offer should be 
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made in the tourist-generating 
countries. In any case, Pakistan 
cannot clamour for the kind of 
tourism that rests on a riotous 
night-life. It has its unique fea- 
tures, from Moenjodaro to 
mountaineering and trekking. 
We must also try to project our 
traditional cuisine and _ life- 
stvies as tourist al tractions. 


Most important, however, 
will be the facilities we can of- 
fer to ordinary tourists who 
crave for low-budget holidays. 
Clean, modestly priced hotel, 
accommodation and an effi- 
cient transport system will be 
an encouragement tor tourists 
to want to come here. Our mod- 
ern luxury hotels cannot serve 
as an attraction, at least not for 
the standard tourists. We have 
repeatedly advocated the need 
for seriously promoting 
domestic tourism. Facilities 
provided for this purpose can 
lead to an enhanced flow of 
foreign tourists. At the moment 
there is a severe shortage ot 
good, low-priced lodgings in the 
category of one, two and three- 
star hotels. Progress in this re- 
spect is seriously hampered by 
heavy taxation on the hotel in- 
dustry. All these constraints 
must be taken into account if a 
new Strategy to promote 
tourism is to bear fruit. But, es- 
sentially, we must sort Out Is- 
sues relating to our national 


and cultural identity and take: 


pride in our heritage which, by 
all means, can be a major at- 
traction for those who wish to 
explore it. 
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CELEBRATION OF ASGHAR'S BIRTHDAY REPORTED 


en 


\MIRD’s commitment to struggle 
for the restoration of the democ- 
racy on the basis of the 1973 Con-., 


__ stitution was reaffirmed yesterday~ 


at a function held in Karachi by the 
workers of the defunct Tehrik-i- 
Isuqhal to celebrate the birthday of 
their party cheif, Air Marshal 
(Retd) Asghar Khan. 

The MRD leaders, ‘ Khwaja 
Khairuddin, Sardar - Sherbaz 
Mazar, Mr Mairaj Mohammad 
Khan, Mr Musheer Ahmed Pesh 
Lmam and Mr Ahmad Mian Soomor, 
said that the sufferings of the in- 
carcerated leaders and workers un- 
der prolonged detention would not 
go in valu. 


Mr Pesh Imam,” Secretary- 
General of the defunct Tehrik, said 
that Asghar Khan did not mince 
words before and after the fall of 
Dhaka and in the same way he did 
not refrain from speaking truth 
again and that is why he has been 
kept under constant detention. 


The MRD leaders said that the 
people themselves will have to 
struggle for the restoration of 
democracy. The US, they said, was 
“wooing” Pakistan for its own 
strategic reasons. : 


Mr Mazan and others spoke on 
the role of the Army which, they 
said, was none else but to guard the 
territorial frontiers of Pakistan. 

The function. followed by dinner, 
was held at the residence ot Mr 
Ahmad Mian Soomro, President of 
the defunct Tehrik-i-Istiqlal, Sind. 

\{RD leaders at a Meeting in La 
hore. held in connection with the 
celebration of the birthday of Air 


Marshal, (Retd) Asghar Khan, 
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reiterated their demand for resto- 
ration of democracy according to 
the 1973 Constirution, lifting of 
Martial Law and Press censorship, 
and unconditional release of all 
political leaders. 


Sheikh Muhammad Rafique, 
Sheikh Shaukat Ali, Malik Hamid 
Sarfraz, Mr Abdur Rashid Qureshi 
and Habib Jalib were prominent 
among the speakers. : 


Wali Khan 


Khan Abdul Wali Khan, a leader 
of the defunct NDP said in 
Peshawar the remedy of today’s na- 
tional problems lies.in the unity of 
the people setting aside all petty 
differences whatsoever between. 
differet groups and parties of the 
country — for the sole objective of 
restoration of democracy in the 
country. 


Addressing the birth anniversary 
reception of Air Marshal ‘ Retd) M. 
Asghar Khan, at the residence of 
Syed Munir Shah, the Acting Presi- 
dent of TIP, Mr Wali Khan said that 


Islam was not the source of differ-’ 


ence between the democrdauc 
forces and the anti-democracy ele- 
ments. In fact. he said Islam was 
used to meet the personal interest 
by them. 


1973 Constitution 


Referring to the role of MRD be- 
ing a movement for restoration of 
democracy, he said in the wake of 
all restrictions it could not play its 
due part. He, however, stressed the 
need for people's popular support 
to their leader which was the orly 
force to attain any progress in thrs 


PAKISTAN 











regard. 

Wali Khan particularly 
mentioned Mr Yousuf Haroon who, 
he said. was trying to Make the na 
tional politicians not to :msist on 
the 1973 Constitution to compel the 
Government for holding elections. 
He said the 1973 Canstitutron con 
tained complete proyisioins of Is- 
lamic order in the country 

Wali Khan reiterated that Islam 
should be practised and imp- 
lemented in totality, as enjoimed 
upon by the Holy Quran. He de- 
scribed all political detainees as 
‘Ghazis’ 


Bouquet 


Wali Khana also criticised defunco 
‘Jamaet-i-Islami for its provocations 
and talking of violence. 

He said if Arbab Sikandar Khan 
Khalil could fall victim to their vio- 
lence, things even worse could also 
happen. 

Syed Munir Shah criticised 
character-assassination of polincal 
figures of the country by the Gov- 
ernment functionaries and also op- 
posed the new political set-up as is 
being talked about. 

Wali Khan later presented a bou- 
quet ‘of nmarcissus as a greenng 
gesture for the detained leader (As 


ghr KBan). 


Our Quetta Correspondent adds. 

The sixty-third 
birth anniversary of defufict 
Tehrik-i-Isciqlal chief, Air Marshal 
(retired) Asghar Khan, was 
celebrated at a function held in 
Querta this afternoon. 

A birthday cake was sliced by 
provincial chief of the defunct 
party Mr Khudai Noor, and shared 
by the participants of the function, 
who included leaders of various de- 
funct political parues. The func- 
tion was arranged at the residence 
of Mr Anwar Durrani a Tehrik 
leader of Baluchistan. 


Among those who spoke on the 
occasion, beside Khuda Noor, 
were Malik Ghulam Sarwar 
Yasinzai ot defunct NDP, Noor 
Vlohammad Achakzai of defunct 
PNP. Jamal Jogezai of defunct 
PPP, Hafiz Hussain Atrmed ot de 
funct JUI and Mir Haji Tareen of 
defunct Tehrik-t-[stiqlal 

Speakers called for untry among 
democratic parties and striving for 
the restoration of democracy in the 
country | 


Hyderabad 


Dawn Hyderabad Correspondent 
adds: The birth anniversary ot Air 
Marshal (Rrd) Asghar Khan was ob- 
served at four places in Hyderabad 
todas 

Cakes were cut at the residence 
of Syed Fasiul Hasnain shah in 
Latlfabad, Rehmat Khan Wardag, a 
member of the Tehnk executive 
committee, Punjab near Jamshoro 
Railway crossing, Pir Waliuddin 
Qadri and Mr Badrul Islam. The 
functions were attended by a !arge 
number of prominent Tehrik lead- 
ers. Prayers were also oftered tor 
the long life and prosperity ot the 
Tehrik chiet. 


Agency adds trom Quetta 
Former Central Councillor ot de 
fanct Tehrik-i-Istiqlal of Pakistan 
Syed Farooq Shah Agha, said that 
the Tehnk has turned as a ‘B’ team 
of the Martial Law regime under 
the leadership of Syed Muneer 
Shah. 

In a Press statement issued here 

today he pointed out that Syed 
Muneer Shah insinuation towaras 
participation of Tehrik in the 
prospective fational government 
was an ample proof of his (Farooq) 
assertion. 
‘Any such general elections under 
the prospective national govern- 
ment would prove to be meaning- 
less and had no legal value, he 
remarked. 














SALINITY CONTROL BODIES AT SUBDISTRICT LEVELS SET UP IN SIND 


Karachi DAWN in English 24 Jan 83 p 4 


[Text] SC ARP (Salinity Control and Re 
clamation Projects) Operation 
Committees have been consurtuted 
by the Sind Government at the 
Taluka and project levels in the dis- 
tricts of Khairpur, Sukkur, 


Shikarpur, Larkana, Jacobabad. 


and Nawabshah of Sukkur division. 

These committees have been 
formed to improve the operation 
and maintenance of SCARP 
tubewell projects in the province. 

An official notification issued on 
Saturday said that SCARP taluka- 
level committees would visit the 
tubewells and drains as often as 
necessary, particularly in case of 
any complaint, and will make re- 
commendations to the SCARP op- 
eration authorities for umprove- 
ment in the working of tubewells 
and drains. 

Apart from visiting the project 
areas, as and when necessary, the 
‘prdject operation committees shail 
assess the working of the project 
and make suggestions for effecting 
improvement. The commuttee will 


also review the working of Taluka . 


committees. ‘ 

The committees shal! consider 
the recommendations and sugges- 
tions of Taluka committees and re- 
commend to project authonties tor 
appropriate action. 

Besides, the main committee 
shall keep Taluka Committees in- 
formed of the action taken on their 


recommendations including where: 
some action is not considered possi- 


ble on technital or financial 
grounds. 
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POLITICAL CLIMATE ANALYZED: ABUNDANCE OF CLICHES DISCUSSED 


Karachi DAWN in English 24 Jan 83 p 7 





(Article by M. A. Mansuri] 


LAST week, again, we had 
a full dish of semantics and 
Political ‘Popcorns’ wrap- 
ped in cliches. The practical 
experience of the people at 
large was at odds with the 
statements of Dr Mahbubul 
Hag and others about the 
countrys economic gains 
over the past couple of years 
and about the rosv 
prospects being associated 
with the Sixth Plan 


Similarly. they found it hard to 
he enthused by the solemn reaffir 
mation ot faith at different polit 
cal levels am the importance of 
democracy for the country, or by 
the tresh promise that a framework 
ot Isiamic system ot government, 
said to be under preparation for 
quite some time. would be an 
nounced soon. A section of the local 
Press plaved up repogs. without 
quoting any source, that the dratt 
of a new political system would be 
announced by March 23 this vear 
Another section quoted the highest 
sources 4S) promising that the 
country’s Ulema. intellectuals and 
representatives of other sections of 
society would be invited to give Opi 
nions an the new system betore its 
impiementation 


were not made to hoid elections a! 
in eur date 

In the absence of a clear picture 
i) what was being done about the 
future system for the country, th 
ese Statements and reports served 
oniv to add to the prevailing coni: 
sion. It there were those who were 
heartened by reports that 4 polits 


cal structure would soon become 


avatlable to allow tor the resump 
nen Of jong suspended politica! 
jie. there were others who preeted 
the prospect with scepticism 

lhe curGus atmosphere now pre 
vatling in the Federal Capital 
seems to have aftected the people 
dt almost afl levels, including quite 
afew well-placed bureaucrats who, 
iy the pust. had never been in 
terested in expressing thei 
personal stews on politics. Some 
now speck Out uo they trust you 
Mavbe, this as the result of a gen- 
eral psvchoiogical change which 
seems to have atfected almost all 
sections of society 

For instance. nobody nere could 
appreciate that the ban on Begum 
Asghar Khan's entry in the Punjab 
last week, or explusion ot mans 
others from \artous paris of the 
country during the previous weeks 
were warranted by anv concern tor 
national interest. Such occurrences 
are now taken @s part of routine 
lite. like daily blackouts load 
shedding of gas and electricity, fre 


simultaneously, there — were quent price hikes and so on. There 
Statements Ds jeaders of vdrious was no public reaction when the re- 
defunct political parties, Bar sidence of an apparently influen 


Councils and veteran politicians 
that the situation would become in 
tractable if the 1973 Consutution 
wus not restored and arrangements 





tial person on a4 thoroughiare of Is- 
iamabad was kept colourtullv i 
luminated for nmianv days, last 
week. whale ajl the markets were 








L 


SO: 


4600/265 


under strict orders tO switch ofl 
their lights after 5.30 every even- 
ing. But This departure from the 
norm did not go unnoticed and.diw 
produced some cynical remarks 

The atmosphere this vear ts visi 
bly different from what it was early 
iast vear whea hope was raised ab- 
out the introduction of some kind 
of a system based on the Islami 
concept of democracy Last vear 
also had started with student de 
monstrations In many cities, which 
were followed by agitations by 
teachers, young doctors and 
lawyers. But the public reaction to 
these was slightly different and 
people were nol sa vocal in expres: 
sing their views ds now 

The speeches made at the dive 
sional lawvers’ Convention in 
Rawalpind:, last week. reflected 
the bitter feelings of a wide section 
of the people living in the smaller 
tewns of the Punjab. The plight of a 
lurge number of small industrial 
units in these towns found promi 
nent mention in these speeches 


Some people think it would be a 
healthy move if the people wete be 
ken into confidence and told which 
agency was working to give tinal 
shape to the desired political 
system and at what stage of formu- 
lation it was at present. Early last 
year, it was given out that the Is 
lamic Ideology Council was seri 
ously engaged in the work. Later. it 
was said that the Council had sub- 
mitted a report which was returned 
to it because it was not comprehen 
sive. The Council then circulated a 
big questionnaire among the reles- 
ant circles and submitted another 
report on the basis of the replies. 
This, tov. was considered to be in- 
adequate and returned to the 
Council for further improvement. 
What the Council has done about it 
since then is not known at all 


All that the council had piven out 
about its) working during this 
peirod was that it had been asked 
to evolve an Islamic system of elec: 
tions which would ensure thaj only 
pious people were elected. A repet- 
ition of similar reports anc state- 
ments would not be of much use in 
the present atmosphere. In any 
case. they will not be able to re 
move the general mood of indifter 
ence and cynicism which seems to 
be taking hold The system that the 
Quaid-1-Azam had conceived tor 
this country may still be relevant 
provided it is not distorted by van- 
ous political interests to suit their 
own needs 
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SAPIS SIDDIQUI THREATENS TO QUIT PAR 
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Yaracni DAWN in eEngilsna <4 san 2 
"Text | PESHAWAR. Jan 23: Mr Nafis there voice remained unheeded to, 
; within the ranks of the Tehrix 





Siddiqui, founder member of de- 
funct Tehrik-i-[stiglai National 
Council, has claimed tnat if the pre- 
sent nominated leadership ot his 
party does not review its decision 
of ousting him from the party fold, : 
over 8 per cent elected members establishment of 2 permanent 
of the Central Working Committee secretariat. . 
of the partv would expel the Turning towards ‘he prevalun 
nominated members of the Com- domestic situation Mr Nafis :aid 
mittee bv Feb 20 next. that it was unfortunate that the 

He further warned that he along Government was “lingering of its 
with the rebel group will be left 
with no option but to adopt fresh 
strategy in politics 

Addressing a news conference at 
oca! Press Club this afternoon Mr 
Nafis Siddiqui said his associates 
“affectd by certain unwise deci- 
ions of the present party leader- 
ship feel that they will be compel. 
led either to form another party or 
to join some other political party, if 


Mir Nafis Siddiqu! said the princi- 
pie of joining hands with the MIRD 
was “a line with party's basic 
character” and as such he favoured 
all decisions ot the MRD including 


Jo 


reign of power on one ground or the 
other. He said the present regime 
had come into power with the 
pledge of holding general eiections 
within 90 davs and had passed over 
five and half years. 

He said no regime could De suc- 
cessful without popular support of 
the people and as such it was neces- 
sary for the Government to take 
mandate from the people. 
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FOREIGN AID FOR BALUCHISTAN--QUETTA, Jan 21--The Governor of Baluchistan, 
Lt-General Hahimuddin Khan has said that the foreign assistance given to 
Baluchistan would be increased manifold in the coming five years. Addressing 
the councillors and dignatories at Hoshab in Mekran division yesterday after- 
noon the Governor stressed the need for maintainence of peace and order for 
continuous development process. He asked the people with influence to check 
the people creating chaos. Everyone according to his capacity, should coop- 
erate with the government in its developmented activity he said. [Karachi 
BUSINESS RECORDER in English 22 Jan 83 p 3] 


INSTITUTE OF FOLK HERITAGE--ISLAMABAD, Jan 20--The new building of the Nation- 
al Institute of Folk and Traditional Heritage, near Shakarparian, will be com- 
pleted by the end of March this year. The building will be divided into three 
sections bearing museum, research and publications, and sales/promotion de- 
partments of the Institute. The new building will have some extra compart- 
ments to preserve the pieces belonging to the traditional heritage of Paki- 
stan. There will also be a film department which will prepare documentary 
films, depicting various aspects of the folk art and village life in Pakistan. 
The Institute is being developed with a view to preserve and promote the na- 
tional folk art, and to encourage the country's craftsmen. [Karachi DAWN in 


English 21 Jan 83 p 12] 


FAKE IDENTITY CARD OFFICE--A fake National Identity Card registration office 
in Sector 13-C of the Orangi Township has been unearthed py the Federal In- 
vestigation Agency (FIA) and one Sirajuddin arrested. Forged stamp of Nazim- 
abad Registration Office, 269 identity cards, application forms and photo- 
graphs of a number of applicants have been seized, sources said. As many as 
40 passports, including five obtained by the accused in his own name from 
various offices in the Sind province, have also been seized. The accused used 
to charge Rs 200 each for a NIC from Pakistani nationals seeking jobs abroad 
and Rs 500 from foreigners. Further investigations are in progress to find 
out his links with other registration offices. [Karachi DAWN in English 


21 Jan 83 p 16] 


AFORE TI MEETING DISALLOWED--LAHORE, Jan 20--The police cordoned the way to 
Kissan Hall and prevented the workers of the defunct Tehrik-i-Istiqlal and the 
components of the Movement for Restoration of Democracy (MRD) to enter the 
Kissan Hall to participate in the birthday celebrations of Air Marshal (Retd.) 











Asghar Khan, Chief of Tehrik-i-Istiqlal, scheduled to be held here today. The 
Assistant Commissioner served a notice on Mr. Hamid Sarfraz not to hold meet- 
ing which, according to Mr. Hamid Sarfraz, Chairman, Tehrik-i-Istiqlal, Pun- 
jab, was violated and he went to Kissan Hall to welcome his guests. Malik 
Qasim and Mian Mahmud Ali Kasuri also visited the venue. Later at about 3.08 
p.m. Mr. Hamid Sarfraz left the premises and the meeting was not held. Lead- 
ers and workers of different parties, wno assembled there later dispersed 


peacefully. [Karachi DAWN in English 21 Jan 83 p 18] 


STUDENTS SENTENCED--RAWALPINDI, Jan 21--A local Summary Military Court on Fri- 
day evening sentenced 33 students of the Government College of Technology, 
Peshawar Road, to various terms of imprisonment and lashes on the charges of 
possessing illegal arms, organising illegal gathering within the limits of 
Federal territory, interfering in the flow of traffic on Peshawar Road, and 
using force against the policemen posted outside the college. The students 
were arrested in a raid conducted by the Federal Police on the college hostel 
from where two revolvers, one carbine, 66 rounds of 32 bore, 50 rounds of 12 
bore, one dagger and four knives were recovered. As many as 22 students have 
been awarded one-year rigorous imprisonment each. Three students have been 
awarded one-year rigorous imprisonuwent and five lashes each. Two students 
have been sentenced to one-year rigorous imprisonment and 10 lashes each. 
Three students have been awarded two-year rigorous imprisonment and five lash- 
es each, and three students have been sentenced to three-year rigorous impris-~ 
onment and five lashes each. [Karachi DAWN in English 22 Jan 83 p 10] 


ACTION AGAINST LEADER URGED--Maulana Abdul Quddus Bihari, President of the Mu- 
hajir Relief Committee, has urged the provincial Government to take ''appropri- 
ate action" against Maulana Ehtiramul Haq Thanvi for "propagating Socialism 
and indulging in anti-Islamic propaganda." In a communication, Maulana Bihari 
has asked the Chief Secretary, Sind, to consider his letter as "an FIR against 
Maulana Thanvi." [Karachi DAWN in English 23 Jan 83 p 8] 


CONCERN OVER PRICE RISE--QUETTA, Jan 22--The meeting of the Provincial Execu- 
tive Body of the National Democratic Party (NDP) held here on Saturday with 
Malik Chulam Sarwar Khan Yaseenzai in the chair expressed concern over the 
abrupt increase in the rates of petrol, gas, electricity and the railway fares 
when the purchasing power of the people had become impaired. The meeting ex- 
pressed grave concern over the closure of ali business centres and markets 
daily at 5.30 p.m. due to the shortage of electricity, which added to the mis- 
eries of the people. The meeting of the Provincial Executive Body of the 
defunct NDP demanded release of political leaders. The meeting also criti- 
cised the restrictions on the movement of some political leaders from one pro- 
vince to another. The meeting demanded the Government to allow Mr Yahya Bakh- 
tiar to go abroad for the treatment of his heart disease. [Karachi DAWN in 
English 23 Jan 83 p 12] 


GHAFOOR FOR STUDENT DEMANDS--Prof Ghafoor Ahmad, Naib Amir of the defunct 
Jamaat-i-Islami, urged the authorities yesterday to accept demands of the stu- 
dents of Karachi, and said that if there was any hitch, the Administration 
should take the people into confidence. In a statement, he demanded that the 
students be treated "more humanely and decently". There ought to be some dif- 
ference in treating "criminals and the mature, educated persons," he stated. 
(Karachi DAWN in English 23 Jan 83 p 12] 














ORDINANCE MEETING--RAWALPINDI, Jan 23--President Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq 
‘jal meeting held here on Sunday evening to review the pro- 
implementation of the Hadood Ordinance. The President listend t¢ 

iews and proposals for making the Hadood Ordinance more effective. 
+ which lasted for about two and 
rs by Mr. Justice Aftab Hussain, Chief 
‘inister tor Information and Broadcasting Raja Mohammad Zafi rul Haq. 


I 
watt whe . Ac —- a ~ 
half hours, was attended among 
lustice Federal Shariat Court, and 


i DAWN in English 24 Jan 83 p L | 


DED INTO SUBPIVISIONS--The Government of Sind has divided Shik- 
‘strict into three sub-divisions under the Code of Criminal Procedure 
1861, says a handout. According to a notification of Sina 
Yepartment, the three sub-divisions are: Shikarpur No. 1, with headquar- 
ikarpur; Shikarpur No 2, with headquarters at Garhi Yasin; and Shik- 
3}, with headquarters at Lakhi. The area of Sub-division Shikarpur 
‘ncludes New Foujdari Shikarpur Police Station, Lakhi Gate Shikarpur 
-ation, Khanpur Police Station and police post Garhi Tego and Redhan. 
-rea ot Sub-division Shikarur No 2 includes Garhi Yasin Police Station, 
‘jce Station, Nabi Shah Wagon police post, Gaheja Police Station, 
ice post, Sultan Kot Police Station, and police post Mian-Jo-Goth, 
ran. The area of Sub-division Shikarpur No 3 includes Bagarji Police 
ce Station and Rustam Police Station. (Karachi DAWN in Eng- 


EXTILE MLLLS--The rehabilitation of sick and closed textile mills is not 
ry attention in the discussions and planning for the 6th Five-Year- 
subject has been relegated to the background, the Chairman of the 


id tne u 
Pakistan Textile Mills Association, Mr. Aftab Ahmed, said in a statement 
erday. Apprehensions have also been expressed that the committee set up 


-chabilitation of the sick units is being wound up, although the affected 
‘le units feel otherwise, the statement said. A meeting of APTMA held 
lay highlighted the problems of the industry and the affected units. 
ippreciating the efforts made by the Beg Committee to resolve the pro- 
r the sick units, the statement said, the cased of sick units have not 
‘ved the careful and sympathetic consideration in consonance with the 

on of the problems. [Karachi DAWN in English 26 Jan 83 p 8 | 


BLOCK TRAFFIC--Vehicular traffic on Burns Road, opposite Fresco 
+, remained suspended for half an hour when some students parked 
KTC buses across the road yesterday. The traffic, however, was di- 
Later, buses were removed by KIC men and normal traffic was restored, 


‘ice sources said. About 40 students reached the place in a private bus at 





+215 p.m. and after seizing KTC buses, they forced drivers to park them 
‘he road. Later, they deflated their tyres. On getting information, 
narty reached the place but the students had by that time fled. How- 


‘crest was made. Similar incident took place on Sharea Faisal near 
n Goth on Monday. [Karachi DAWN in English 26 Jan 83 p 8 | 


(\\ EXPORTS REPORTED--The total exports of country during first half of 
fiscal year has shown an increase of 15.5 per cent to Rs. 12,622.44 mil- 
in same period of last fiscal year. According to official sources export 








st al rijincipdi Cl mod1itles ilk rice, raw | CC , cotton [abd ‘ 
{ irmn, teaay made vyarments, i1Sh ana tne miscel atie S items ila wl 
rantial increase during July to December, 1982 period while that of car- 
ts. petroleum products and raw wool has declined. Export of rice durin; 
‘rst half of 1982-83 amounted to Rs. 1,027./6 million, raw cotton As. 170.29 
L l , cotton fabrics Rs. 1,469.71 million, cotton yarn Rs. ,264.49 mil- 
Ny readymade yarments Ks. 570.48 million, t! ish Rs. 576.64 million and mls 
ellaneous items Ks. 4 ,364. Ll million. Items whi showed deciilne in export 
earnlnygs luring rir st a f )] current A scal year WELLE petrec icuu produ¢ ts 
whi ‘ame down to Rs. 627.78 million, carpets Rs. 731.34 million and raw 
W Rs. 48 million. {Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 22 Jan 83 p 0! 


[REARMS RECOVERED FROM DORMITORY--ISLAMABAD, Jan 19--Islamabad police yester- 


1y recovered a ialriy iarge quantity of firearms from Students nostel voi Cie 


/ 


rrr y Dp ley Anier + mm Iie ’ a + . ] 714 } . aw ¥ rt . 1+ 
ernment Polytechnic immediately after a clash with stuacents. sne poiice 
irrested ver 12 students for posse SSing these weapons which inciude dag- 
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ma iront rs. [Ihe trouble started when a group Ol locai roiytecimnic 
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ich asked them to disperse was reportedly attacked by the students result- 
in serious injuries to students and some policemen. A police party late! 
: ; sya Loam a sparat : : 1s 
lL and asked them to vacate 1t immedila 
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earcned the Students Hoste 
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AN BUYS POWER LOOMS-- WAHORE, Jan 23--Lran has purchasea 80 power iooms irom 
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ran while the remaining are in tne process or ovelng shippec. Pakistan ex- 


ects to get more orders from Iran for export of textiles being manufactured 
er Cy hi DAWN Gn Enolich 24 7; a @ 
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rr it the UK has also been accreditea to Portugal as Pakistan Ambas- 
r. He will present his credentials in Lisbon on Jan 24. He 1S expected 

1 . ; ahn 1¢ lace Al Sag hic! ven 17 A shad w | he | | 
U i TOr apout 10 days, durin; WONLCiI it Ail Arsnad WOUILG We (dadiinm 


‘nw on Portuguse Ministers, besides meeting the smal}! Pakisani community set- 


tled in that country. There is no Embassy or Consulate of Pakistan in Lisbon 
t present. The Pakistan Embassy in Lisbon was closed some time back tor 
nomic reasons. Pakistan and Portugal have had very close relations in t 
‘st. These ties would be further cemented by the appointment o1 Mr Ali Ar- 
bad as Pakistan's Ambassador accredited to Lisbon. (Karachi DAWN 24 Jan 383 
10 | 
FORMER PRESIDENIT'S WIFE MAY VISIT--ISLAMABAD, Jan 23--Mrs. Neheed Iskander 
Mirza, widow of a former President of Pakistan, is expe ted to visit Pakistan 
the first week of february next. Sources close to her relations told 


vy ' ¢ 1, ; CIA } } Law £4 . 4074 D6aLi< ~ ot . el > 1 evt +} 
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thi te Iskander Mirza, left for London in 1958. During her long stay ibroad 
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CAL] FOR DEBATE ON PLAN--Prot. Shafi Malik » member OF the fFfederai Council and 


President of National Labour Federation of rakiStan, in a Press statement 
yesterday dema:ided the presentation of the drart Sixth Five-Year Plan before 

} : ‘ ty ~ h- ’ - o mnt - |} + A a re a ie 1 rat 
the ¢ OMming session or tne Federal Counci! ror depate. It WOUILG De ONLY Talr 


to have a threadbare discussion on the document in the Federal Council which 
1s at present with all its limitations the only competent and appropriate 
forum for discussion of such important a matter as the Five-Year-Plan," he 
glish 26 Jan 83 p 8] 
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Said. [Karachi DAWN in Er 


AWARD CEREMONY BANNED--RAWALPINDI, Jan 25--The District administration did 


7 


‘ : = ’ Mop_ eo] 
not allow the local journalists to hold a function to award the "Shorish 


! | : : > . > ” = tT} t : f 7 . c 
to the best journalists of the year. The function was sche- 


Memorial Awards' 
duled to be held on Jan 26 in a local hotel under the auspices of Majlis-i- 
> ° ° ° 1 ° ’ - } , . ° : aT , @ 9 ° 
Yadgar-i-Shorish", an organisation of local journalists. [Karachi DAWN in 


English 26 Jan 83 p 12] 


CALL FOR PEOPLE'S ARMY--A call for a ‘people's army' in Pakistan on the lines 
of several other nations which have organised military training for eligible 
men and women, was made in one of the country's newspaper editorials recently. 
The editorial which appeared on Defence of Pakistan Day, appealed for a peo- 
ple’s army in which the citizens could "reaffirm their faith in Pakistan and 
prepare themselves not to shrink from any sacrifice in their endeavour to pre- 
serve the independence and sovereignty of their motherland. Pakistan has been 
inhibited by existing resources and these constraints do not make it feasible 
for the country to reise a la ser army, which can be equipped with latest 
armaments, to ensure a credible deterrent. Also, the lessons of three wars 
since the nation came into being some 35 years ago, indicate the necessity 

for a new orientation to its concept of defence strength and capabilities, the 
editorial said. [t said that a ‘weak nation" invites aggression and Pakistan 
should consider that in the past two years or more there has been a critical 
change in the geopolitical situation in the are. which has its forebodings. 
These circumstances point to a greater consciousness of the defence needs and 
posture by the populace, and the answer seems to lie in the creation of a 
citizens' defence force. [Kuala Lumpur ASIAN DEFENCE JOURNAL Jan 83 p 83] 


¢ ‘ 


SIX NEW BRIDGES PLANNED--ISLAMABAD Jan 25--Six new bridges are to be construc- 
ted over the five main rivers the Sutlej the Ravi the Chenab the Jhelum and 
the Indus at an estimated cost of Rs. 600 million withing the next seven 
years. An official of the National Highway Board told APP nere today that one 
of the bridge over the river Indus near Kotri was being designed at a cost of 
Rs. 1.6 million; jncluding designs of four major canal bridges and a 20 kilo- 
metre bypass road. He said the bridge over the Indus near Kotri will be the 
blygest among the six bridyes. The remaining five bridges will] also be de- 
Signed during the current year at an estimated cost of Rs. 5 million. All the 
six bridyes wili link the proposed additional carriageway from Nowshera to 
Karachi to be built by 1990 with investment from the private sector. The 
bridge over the Sutlej will be built near Bahawalpur, and the one over the 
Ravi will be near Sharaqpur on a 40-kilometre bypass road. The bridge over 
the Chenab will be built near Cujrat and that over the Jhelum will be near 
Ihelum. One bridge will be built over the Indus at Khairabad in the NWFP near 


the recently built bridge. [Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 26 Jan 83 p 12] 
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